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PATRONAGE. 


(!;hapter XXXV. 


1 HE object, tbat Lad j J«ae ha^in ^w^ 
was to present Caroline from dfisooofag- 
ing^ by premaiiire amdor 4 passfoo, 
which she saw rising in the heart of a 
yciohg ofllilemiai. 

Lonl William « * * * , who was 



4ft 


Well,|}Ms'd.to 'icape (ma flattery to wV 


I • * 

had always prefeir^. I^dy Jane Gran- 
ville*s companj. to the society of those 
who ^courted him more, or with less dc- 
licairy. * 3ince IVIi^s Caroline Percy's ar- 
rival, and appearance in town. Lady 

VOL. IV. B ^'-'^ 


2 PATRONAGE. 

Jane had, to jio her justice, preserved 
with his Lordship exactly the same even 
tenor of conduct; whatever her wishes 
might he, ,she had too mtidiproper prid^ 
to compromise her own, or her young 
friend's dignity. Moreover, her Lady- 
ship had sense and knowledge of charac- 
ter sufficient to perceive, that such a sa- 
crifice, Oa the least appearance of a dis- 
position to tnake it, woold be not only 
degrading, but vain : it would, she knew, 
for ever disgust and ruin them in the opi- 
nioB tf a man, w1m> had mfittitaly more 
penetratioh ftnd feeling, than tl^oe^ who 
flatterqd kim wrert aware that he pos- 
sessed: 

Lord William had excellent abiUties, 
knoMdedge, aiM superior quafities of every 
sort, all depressed by excessive timidity^ 
to such a degree, as to be afanlist useless 
to himselfi and to others. Whenever he 
was either for the business^ or pleasure of 
Ufe^ to meet or mix witli numbers, the 
whole man was, as it were, snatched from 
liimself . He was subject to that night- 


mate of Ac Mvi^ who site hfstttidS iqp<m 
tbp hiMSta brfi»$t» opprctaes the faeavt, 
palsies the will^ and nisei apeotres ^ 
4UiMy> niodi tbo sufiifer oombate in 
Yak — dMi cruel eacbAntress^ who hurlsi 
ber apeU eten v|p<Nl childhood, aad, when 
she fiaakea the youth her Tictin, pro* 
HOMAces^ 

^* He&ce&rward ipoB ahftll never appeal 
tt yixw natural cdiaracter. -^ Innocent, 
you shall look goilty. ~- Wise> ycm shall 
look fiilly. r-n Never shall you haye the use 
of your natural faculties. — That which 
you wisik to say, you sliaU not say -^^ that 
which jtoL wish to do, you shall not do, 
-r^fou shall .^pear rewervedy when you 
suf«^ enthusiastic, *?^ ii^ensiUe, when yont 
heart ^ks into meltuig tenderness. -^ In 
ihm presenee oS thoee you most wish to 
plmi8e> you^hail be most awkward|,«^an4 
when ap{NPWu4ied [by her you 'love, you 
shall become lifeless as a statue, under the 
itveaistible sp^ of muiupmse honte^"^^ 

Strange that. France should give a name 
to that malady of the mind, which she 
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I 

never kaew, or of wfaicb she IniQWs le^ 
tjian any other nation upon the rarfaceof 
the civilized globe ! 

Under the spell of maupmsa ^honte 
poor Lord William -~^ labored •*- fiist 
bound — and bound the faster by all the 
efibrts, made for his relief by the matrons 
,^nd young damsels, who crowded round 
him continually. — They were astonished 
that all their charms, iand all 'tfae;en^ 
couragement they held out^ failed to: free 
this young nobleman from . his . excessive 
timJdity^-r- 

: ^\ What a pity! it wag Milj^ bis fauk^ 
they were sure l''—r**T^n thousand piiies 
he could. not be mode to speak, tbeyi wene 
certain he had a vast deal' toi say/ 




^^ And he couM bb'so. agreeable, : they 
were confident; if be i^^ouAd/-^ Most ex- 
traordinary that a man of his * raqk aik4 
fortune, whom erery^ ireiitDre - mdmired^ 
should be so timiA*' 

True — but the iinud Lord WilliafB all 
ithe dme .estfe^med himself niore k%faly, 
^han thiise Udies afiect^d to admiiJB thim. 


* 

— Mij»d with his apparent tiinidhy^ 
tfaei^ was a secret pride. -^^ Conscious of 
the difibnence between what hk was; and 
what he appealed to be/ he '\^as at oiice 
mortiBad and provcdced, akid felt di^daitt 
and disgust for those who pretended tQ 
admiie his outward nkan^ or \^6 paid ta 
bis fortune that tribute; which be thaaght 
due txft his merit. --- With some f€fw, some 
Tery fcw^ by; whom; he was appreciated; 
his pride and his tiibidity were equally 
at ease, hi& reserve vanished in nn asto ' 
Tii.U){ng manner, atid' tbe^ man came out 
of the marble. Of this small number in~ 
his confidence Lady Jane Granville was 
one. Even from his boyish years ^he 
had ^seemed the worth and value oi 
Lord WiUiatn, — 4nd lenow distingnisli-^ 
ed hM by his grateful' and constant re-^ 
gard. — Ddt Lady Jane Ckranviile, thougH 
a woman of constdei*able talents, could 
not be a judge of the whole of his mind, 
or the es?ten^ of hi* ]^wers, — her talent) 
was cihiefly wit — her knowledge, know- 
ledge of the world, —r her mind rgltivatei^.^ 


t JVATAOMAQH 

Imt slaglitljr^ and for einbeliisUni^t^ -- 

Ins ifeqpritf, extensively, and with W^ge 

^ws. «-<•» When he Iwcaine Mqnaipteil 

miA Mist Cardliae Percys be foosr ftmncl^ 

tiiat to ber all this appeared) mad by h^r 

W&9 jnstly ^oed. ' — His asiidaity iti cul- 

tita^isf Ui fritnd. Lady Jaoie^s acqiiiaittt*' 

ance^ incmos^; and hk tasta for. ike 

oottMrmdofli nt tar bonae becaaiK ck^ 

greM^ that ha waa alirays tfaa firat^ ami 

nscndly the laat at bar imAias* -r His 

nontiog veita ware freqaent aod longy-r-' 

kacl^feewy by iastiUct^ the hama when the 

tiroiadiea warn c&afigag^ bat not a^ 

ways t^ lecuaiMy tlm tiaie "^fcea heaa^t 

to taker )eaTe,-~IIis ear umef itiforcac^ 

him when Lady Jane's ctariiaga cate?^ ttf 

thia daor^ iMHT did he^dmiys b6m ^emf^ 

Taut aimonnee it^s bels^ in leattnaifl^ -~ 

Her ladysbif^ Biif ht fidget aa mcmch aa 

her politeness. iwnM peiwit without dan* 

gw of: k*s baingfohservtd^-^Jiis Lordship 

e^y€r waa iviakaaad to the senae ^ef it's be* 

iuig- : vmc^seof to 9tk> till- Miss ' CaroyjM 

^efcy, bysoiw stropg ittdkHOka, 8Ae|i m 
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putting away berdmwh^t Mid ^ksbmksy 
^ by plato^ Myin^^ ^ We anvt ga oirt 
Bow^** — made k Hwntfert to Um^ duC ba 
most d^art. — F^r this Canline was m* 
e«ilnrly rejmMred alWnrards by Lady iaae 
^-^bnt aha Mfar '£itmd> that it govs Lovd 
Wmiaaa any ofbiica; Bor did ska far 
aome tfaae observe^ tliat il eamad hiak 
mnch disqaktode. He acenkdio her fa 
-stai;^ froth mere habihnd dMoeaof jfeittd^ 
«ad imwSiingiiess to reaoVe irom a: iv^ 
treat where be waa safe a«d cwlufta tfe^ 
'Id seme pUce Where he wai liaUe to be 
nniimfed by \a^ ftdr peradeotors. T1»t he 
liked her eompaay and *coa'vertaliDii, she 
-did nek BSSect to deliy^ obr could ^ 
doubt that he fell ioi bar eatoem and re^ 
^rd, ~^heeKpre98ed baA^ aadbe Waaaat 
ir mhn te expets mbre tfaad; he Mt^ or 
the troth of whose prafeMmun cmdd be 
Boapected. Bat aha thbvgfat, that -his re- 
nted iolr h«r^ asd foa* Lady Jaoe, were 
both of the sane nature^ moA dc{cia% 
free "frwm afiy miktore of more tender seo^ 
tiaia]it8^^-*j^ie tboQ^t hima JHeni^ not 
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. lover. — This waa not witb CaroHn^- a 
mere comaumplace' pjurase. — ' S^ bellei^^' 
•d this, to be true,— anil ut tbe time she 
believed it, she was right. But cohstaDti- 
If in the. society of an amiah^^ seAsible^ 
said heaotiful. young woman , a man' of 
feeling, taste, and nittlef standings whose 
heart is disengagii^j n^nally finds the pas- 
sage from friendship to. lore' so easy and 
I'apid^ as to be scaoroely percepttble.-rAnd 
•tbcthis, which giraerally happens in simi* 
lar circnmstaiices, Lord William was pe^ 
cnliarly liable. For though/ from the 
cf a'wds who courted his attention, it miglit 
seem^ that his liberty of choice was unli- 
mited, yet, -in fact, his power of choos- 
ing waa contraicted and reduced to the 
iew, ^^ whom choice and passion both 
approve." ' Amcmg these few his i^stidious 
judgment, and his apprehensions of do* 
mestic disquietude, saw frequently, and 
som^mes too ju^ly, dbrjection to the 
fiimily c^nexion of tl^ young lady.— ^ 
Some want of union in it — want of psridr 
ciple, or t^iin. of dissipation^ which hh 
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dreaded^ -— every fclly^ ht disHcedj^-i- sa 
that aimag^the munberseof hi^ owiiTAiik 
wbo'soiiglit bis aWaoice, itwus not easrf 
for him 'to sadsiyhimselfy even as ta con- 
nexioh.'.-^ Still* more difficok to ciatisiy 
him. as to* Love, ^ tber^mbdem fur one's 
jest,'^ or, What is woese, h& affectalioh: 
—-His Lonfobip was wdl aware^ that 
among the Bambers ' of young - ladies; 
who^ we» ready at a momentV wtamhg 
to marry :bii% not oner: of tiiescr unoQld 
love Imn* ifar* Im own sake.' — ^ow in 
cmmnon' with Mamumters Alcibiades^ 
and with most men of rank, who haver 
any snpevkmty of diaracter. Lord Wil^ 
liam had an anxioas d^ire,. to be loved 
for his. own sfidce; — i^for tbongb, in the 
^ihiotfi of mmt people of ^e^Wciiid, and 
of some pbiteisopMers; tSke 'ciitcamaitan t*e8 
of rank anc^' foHiine fomk a pari of per^ 
fionial inenit^ yc^ astbew ane mtindi^bi- 
Inbly associated with the individual, his 
Lordship ratheii -preferred aftetion, iMkl 
esteem amuig^^fom. nsetiv of 'w&ie&' bo 
eonid nwt be 4ipRted "by -loiy^ itrpohdiaiii^ 
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of fate^ or tiini of fimcf. IVSutteray 
%08 of es^m or refsrd be cooU dbtam 
from Mis9 Ganliiie Pevcy^ t^ Jeocnr to;be 
perfectly sincere I if JM:WM««ef Jenwd^jr 
her^ he kne«< it >we«ldf be ,/br Aie ^wft 
mke^ tad <f die coMtancf of ktr aiec*«' 
tko, if once ol^einad^ the nAioia teBW 
ef ber ebaraeter attd coii^act: ^iw bi« 
tbe moat seeore pledge, mt Mist Pewgr's 
edaeailiei^ miuumrs^ iaicmtt^ ami bettitf, 
mritt: aU rach as perfectly- aoitod^ and 
vioidd do hoBot^ aad woiddi gmi^ tbe 
^htfitraiik of life. Sbe had mofortn&e, 
rrrhntllmt i^ae of no:eoQS0(|e«nce:te biim 
'rr be was liMy to byre a pm^tdlf wcoetie 
trrrbe bad no debt$, be. bed at^pmseata]! 
(Aat satisaied bis Mrisbe9» aad ^ibet. conld 
enabift bim te live AMniid^. ae irelL as 
suigfey m a lOMtser ib^t-MitiHl blaeta^ 
ttM.-rrHis IrieMb eeger to. baire biM 
m^nrtyi, attd akeeejl d^sfHomg of bk ^mpf^ 
^}fip§i in .tbia fMiiDt^ witb tbdr widie^ 
left binLeaAirdf.aAlibeirif Wibie;(^eiCflu 
WAsdibis reatoA aod fMisaiQBt bow batik 
d^HnsiMd oBtbat lAfl^ juatjaboM dte 


time \tlien Bi^IIsli Chpf proposed for 
Cayrdiac^ and wliifn the c<oittm»t£m 

iMtwwii Imr and Lady ^««*- Tibot 

otdwrsatwii) iiisiMd of €^ii^iftig or 
imakenbg tht ifiiitoimCafMl<0e tbett est* 
pressed^ liad coti&tntfd hm in het own 
0iMiitieAt^ k^ drMdng o^ I^^Mi ftHy 
tiMT strength of tbe feiisodsv fffldtbe'kfo* 
ito^iMfi^ natm^ w tbe^ fei^ilngi^ ~ ent wMicli 
ftejc ymrt ibimleda -^-^ Some iMj^t <it^ 
immiteiiG^ 8m;lr a» ^iie could scwcelf 
Mm in woNis^ Q^CHATed sAmkt tlfis^ ti»e, 
iM^iidi' £ts% gave het tSie idisa^ that l^ord 
WflH amv ^ " ' ftik forbernaoitotiiM esrfeem; 

*■ Tfcie tender iirterest be siiowdl one 

dVi^ ^tieti sbe bad ff ^ligli« iri(fi«)»»^Mb|]^ 
**^«lfe e&tt^me^ lAlMii bid HHftH^sti 006' 
ii%lft, "vHiefi tbere happeiied atietiitar^ 
t^i^smiim b^waett liu^ c^n^tk^ a« ^e 
Amp of €h« epertf4tt)tt^) by Hf^kb Ladjf 
^l»i#s ^<KMl-v4t§; li^a$ofti(^ai4y Overttip^ied;'^ 
laM ^i«i* iliMli''gMaf^ tftatt GafolSMtt 

e oi^dWty^t y gei iigrtn^M^^et^htaapi^w 
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miicb more viofent and vehiement^ thatf 
the error or offence justified, or than \u$ 
Lbrdship had ever I before been seen to 
show . . ,. These things, which in a man 
of gallantry might mean nothing, bat to 
shdw his politeness, frdm Lord William 
'—deemed indicative of something nlore. — ; 
Caroline began to see, that jthe friend 
might beconae a lover, and now, for the 
first time, questioned her own heart. — 
She thought highly of Lord William's 
abilities and character — She saw, as she 
had once said py Lady Jane, ^^ signs 
which convinced her, that this vplcUno 
covered with snow^ and oftea enveloped 
in clouds, would at seme time bui^st forth 
in torrents of fire.*' — Little indicatioii as 
Lord Williani now showed ta comtnon 
obsei^ers of being . or. of becoming an 
orator, . Caroline perceived in him the 
soul X)f oratory ; and she foresaw^ that od 
some great occasion, from wme great 
motive, he wou^d at once vanquish h|j9 
timidity^ and burst forth upon* tj|e. $ei^ate» 
She felt convinced that-«w]|,e^i«r elo* 
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qnftnt or al^it,' speUchig/ or acting, io 
pnhtic or. pmate life, Lord William ^-^ 
troiild iu ev.ery situation^ in every cir- 
cabmtSLtkce of trial, fill and sustain tfaa 
eliajractery of an .upright^ honorable^ en^ 
liglitened English pobl^iaon.^-*— Not-( 
withstanding tjbat Caroline thbnght thiis 
highly of him^.CcniDt Alteiiberg^ . in her 
opinion^ far s vpaaaed him in the qoalities 
they both posseissed^ and. excelled ia 
many^ m which Lord Wilham wia» defi^ 
dent— « in maimer especially;, smdmaor-^ 
ner goes a.great.\ivay id Love^ ewi with, 
people of the .beat iind)^taidiog< — Be^ 
sides aU tbeadvantogesoCmahnery Connt 
. Altenbeig had far .snperior ^tahsnts^. or at 
loaat iar sbpe'riorhabits'of conversatioii-*-^ 
hei was altegetber as^estimahlcv and, more 
agnmabte thaa hi$ riraL He also had 
had; fhe ad vant%e of fiailing Caraline*^ 
teimd diaMgaged^ke had cobi^ated her 
iodfitf in* the .country^ where he .had 
tfline and v i^pportnaity to . dtrelqie !bis^ 
aWttdEfmultefl.and .hers.**— Jnone wdrd>^ 
ht ImI: rnhdei tli^ ^#&9jt ]i9fpreanoa:.oa 
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Cargiiiie'a iieart-^^^'SBdl axb bm jnapre^oifn) 
eaoe made on aheatt Hketers^ cwmt 
bci ea9% effaced^ Tbdi^ f tfawt strawd 
iitde dunoe of his tetevnlng>ta ^aim Im 
fim» itr iier aftetikms^ thoni^b 9lt^ bud 
idaade tlie most kudable efivte tO'lMMisb 
him firom btr liccolkcftiiNi^ ysl ^^ i^m |I69»^ 

•r^-Aod'noir she foittd, diat not onfy sli 
odieM €«]itf amd with faw ^meare iaferiw^ 
and. todMfenMl to her, tot "that -any, ^riwi i f 
shi^nBrabflbrccd to ipit in ctatopanristm and 
cttDpetidoQ wtlh Gotuit Aheubsrg, imiai^ 
^nttely sonk in hnr ofRitioa. 

l%iis di0tiMdy>kiioiiilBglM^ Mra wM 
Caraiiiii was, howof ef, itfll io doobt as 
to^ Lordp Wiltiatti's, j«rd: afend tf ' laii^ 
tdamfftim altentflfcto iitt«»aiits. ISbe 
ibeU w teeaubefifedtfcady Jatttfr qtata(wtty» 
ttdi ihwngh/ jte ms^ faUf iwolvfd M 
a|Mre hy bcr caadoir the nuyimge? «ii 
^a, ^ibteh. e0^(i;Drttyr floigiit; create «inl 
fHfAamg^fHiit irtas/jwiiwarjj^lo bet^Miif 
tjkotxaha wad ai%bt, mic^ /dMdsAravto 


irUdi 40 intf^fpret Ids^ nMaaiiig. — ^ Ladf 
iM# wisiE^ forbore^ ob^erniAmm am 
tfaa sdbjfel^ and vmver aaid or looked m 
w«HPd> thatconU raeal the .mciaorf of ber 
CEmntr dobttey With^tiie most iscrapofafiSy 
akmst hm^ty deticacy^ aad the maU 
CMiSMBOOMk^ pmdeoce, the kft thiagt to 
take iWii ewaw^mc9» of what ^beead 
woold bib 

Q«e* mgiit Ladjr .Jane a«d CaioHiie 
imei t# be c ^ a poitf^— ~ Wh«t thoy 
Momedt they datcned Xiord Wittittn is 
the nidat of a girap of the fob ao4 
fiisbkiiiable^ lookinip w^ if bo was »& 
fccMS: OMfigfodoo^ Ittr-^ye «aii^bt Co- 
MtKne. oa dkm fumtd^ and bb calont 
dboBgod* Iho lady, ant hioa jmt op 
ber glass^ to look foi^ the cause of tlut 
ekiuEigft o£ic<doiir)«^iN»t Ae fkMfa waa pot 
Avwii'ra0^B>.aiidsao afipreilemiins ev** 
.«bed*.-rr-*r-Bf^ d^giafft boMl'-Wilaaai 
worked his way towards CaoitiDer*^K% 
. iwfr^ t PiW Mr d ft 4 a aat li i n> /b«ft. n> badytJkiie 
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deman had lately ttiad^ for a ce]ehrs^€& 
beairty— His siiit had i»en rejected, Sdme. 
said^ that the lady must have seen that he 
was attached to her/ and that she had %een 
to Manie^ in allowing him so long to pay 
her atteivtions, if she was determined to 
refuse liim at k^ — Others defended the 
lady, sayingythat the gentleman had never 
made, a distinct declaration, and that 
tiherefore the lady "was quite correct, in 
Hot appearing to know th^t bis attentions 
Hieant any tHing more than was avowed 
— Lord William listened, perfectly silent; 
and with an > appearance of some anxiety^ 
— Lad; Jane Granville supported- warmly 
the- same* side of t&e question; which she 
had taken id a. ^milar conversation with^ 
CarioBoe*! * 

Miss Percy Was appealed^ to for lier 
opinion^ " Would it^HOt'be strange ibdeedi 
if alady were to reject a^gei^eman- before 
sfaa^was aiked?** , ' ! 

Bord William 'with increasing anxiety 
listened, but dared^ not look at Caroline'^ 
who w&U'b^omii|g modesty/ but 
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flrmness In what sbe believed 'to. be 
right, answered, " that if a wpman 
saw tbat a gentleman loved ber, and felt 
that sbe eonid not return bis. attachment, 
she might, without any mde . or preina^ 
ture rejection, simply by a certain ease 
of mann^, which every man of . sense 
knows how to interpret, mark, the diffbrr 
ence between .esteem and tenderer. sen- 
titnents; and might, by . coxmncii»g him 
tbjat there was no chance of bisobtfiSiiiiig 
any further interest in her hearty prevent 
bis. ever having the pain of a decided 
refusal." ' . » 

The discussion ended here. Fresh 
company joined them; other, subjects 
.were started — Lord WiUiam continued 
silent, he did not take any share, ui axtj 
conversation, but was so absent and ah- , 
8orbed in his own thoughts, that several 
•jtimes.he was spcken.to,:with(E»at his beio^. 
able to give a plausible, answer 'i—«^Tlieil 
he stood covered with fionfuaioii *— coHr . 
fusion increasing from the sense ihat 11^ 
was observed> and could ' uot be coa^ 
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^ered. — The company moved different 
wajrs, birt his Lordship continued fixed 
near GaroHlie *-— - At last the attention 
of all near him was happily diverted 
and drawn away from him by the ap* 
pearance of «ome new and distinguished 
|«rson-^He seieed <!be moment^ and 
ffummoaed courage suikieitt to address 
some slight question to Caroline— -—She 
answmd him with an ease c^ manner^> 
whidi he felt to be unfavwaUe to his 
wishes, -^'-^ The spell was upon him, anct 
be cmld not aiticctlate^-^ a dread silence 
might have ensued^ but that Lady Jan« 
bappily went on saying something about 
pine apple ice. -^ Lord William assf ntejl 
impli^y, without knowing to what^ and 
replied^ 

^^ Just so — exactly so" — 
to contradictory assertioiis, and if hfe 
^ad beei asked at this instant^ whetheir 
SFfaat he was eating was hot or cold^ he 
could not have beeu able to decide. ■ 
fiady Jane composedly* took a biscuit, 
«nd enjoyed the paseiDg scene^ dbservingj^ 
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tliat this was '^ tlie pleasnteM jmttj sk» 
had been at this Baason.** 

Mrs; Cmbstodc catoie np, and Lady 
Jatie^ with wit at wHl^ kept tk« pattern 
lady in {day Irr as opportuMly meol^ 
lected ta}e of scandal \ wkk «6m del%bt- 
ed| eyes rivetted, stood Mrs« Crabstddc^ 
While Lord WsUian, again ndjeted lit>m 
tba feir of observatioDj bfeaitted onM 
more^ aad^ pairtiy nfQ99eikfg had sMwa 
tbrougli ^ mist dial irang owt Hm^ 
}0^d at Carolint, in luipat of diuwin; 
some encouraging omea from her couft^ 
tenance, -~ He had eon^ to thb pailij^ 
deterulaed to say somedriiig that sbdutd 
explaitt to her his sentimenCs* *~ &i 
thoii^t he conld speak to her better in 
^ crowd than alone. —Now or sever! 
iaid he to fa^nself. With desperate ef« 
forty aad with an caressed voice^ he 
said • . . die very thing be did not mean 
to say. 

*^ Mias Percy, I never was so inclined 
in all. my life to quarrel with ease ei 
manner in any body as in- yon." — Tbw, 


/' 
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Mirectioi^ himself, and 'blushing '4^e|)ly, ' 
be added, *' I dbn*t mean that I don'^. 
admire yonirease of manner in general — 
but * . • in short,' it is iihpossiUe^ I think^ 
that wiih your penetration, you can be 
ia any doubt as to pay sentiments. - — If 8 
thought . . . . " 

, He' stopped * short — he felt as if his 
life rhung upon a thi*ead — as if the first 
look, the! first s^uod of fa^ voice, the 
nesi wi^rd spfi^envjosust decide bis fate, 
— • He longed, yet feared to' see that kiok^^ 
and to hehr that word. 

" And I think it is impossible, tbat,^ 
with yon/. Lordship's penetration, you 
should miatake min^^*^ said Caroline. 

Tbere;was. an ingenuous. sweetness inr 
ber lo^kand voice, a fear of giving pain^ 
yet ^>. resolution \to be sincere- — Lord 
l^ilji^m felt and understood it alL « — • He 
^i^w t^ieriQ waa no hopie. •— Caroline heard 
from him a deep sigh. -^ With great andr 
painful emotion, :in the i?iost calm voifce, 
she c^ld cf>nHnnud, but in the kindest 
tone, she added. 


« 
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' "^ For the sentiments of regard and 
^5$tefemr your Lord^h^ has expreissed for 
«i6,''b^iev6 mfe, I am truly grateftil . . . ** 
• ' MH'. C^rabsloek mm^ed toward them> 
^iid 4]^ato}ine paused. * . 
^ '' Ate f&n to be at Liady Arrowsmith's 
cdncert to ftibrrow, my Lord? ".said Mrs. 
Crabslbtk^ who was how 4t liberty to 
'«sk (j[iiestk>n$y for even scandal will not 
bold cariosity ift {^henfk for ever. 
i' i" Arc-yotr to be |rt Lady ArrbwsmithV, 
my l«rd, . to mWrifw night } " repeated 
«i$hej for her first attack wad unheard. 

"I do not know, indeed j'^ said:' he^ 
-starting frdm hfe fit of ^ib^enoe. *^^ 

Mr^. Cfabstoick persisted. '^ Were 
-yott-itt the opera* last night, toy Lord ?** ^ 
.:; ^^l^real^, Itf tf amy -A J nSt reodleot;^ f 
: V .*^KBtes^nle!'': cried ^ft.Grdbstotkl • 
-i 'An* '^ feles^ imie ! '' cri^ tady ifeufe 
Crranville, '^ we are to he at the 't)ucbe9S 
»i»f £r^kMr»ch*s iMir Cul^oliiie^ my dear 
. ~^MB6 for jiiaoiioiire*^---My 'Lord,' 1^ 
^ trddide yd^t Lcic^ihi)^ > 16"' a^k ilF oKr 
carriage is tolbe Wad'?** - *. ' - ^ 


pktQ4 the reqqestj obeyed. As tl)ey 
went dbwn the ^tak-OBse^ Lady J.^m 
Jaoghing said, ^^ I am afiraid X shaU be 
as impertinently curioiis as Mr9« Cfsibr 
^toqk "^ I w^ going to ask yopr Lordship 
vjietber you are engaged to morraw, or 
whetiiier you c^ come to ps . • « to me ? ** 

^^ UnhafpUy^ "^ thf) accent on th? 
word showed it was po expreieion of 
cowse, ^^ Un]^];^Uy I cannot«-^I am 
eo^ai^d -— I thwik ywr J^dyship."* 

Lady Jane h)oked back at Caroline^ 
who was a little behind her- 

^^ Thongh I coald not recollect in 
time to tell Mrs« Crabstofck where I was 
last n^lit;^ or wh^rf I s^ to be to mor- 
row/ continned his X'Ordshipji making 
ait effort to snule^ ^^ yet I can satisfy 
your I-adyship ••— I shall be at Tnn- 
Jbridge.'' . , 

•^ Tpinhridge I ^ •*? cried l*dy J|a»#, 
^top}]^ shcprty imd tmmiwg to J^ad 
WilUaim as the l|^t shone Ml oq his 
face — ^^ Tnnbridge «t this peiison ? '* 


'^ AH seesaw tI1»^Jk^ to flie-'^^l aea^ 
^ns and their jc|i3«kg^^'^ i^i^iod L^ 
Williaiii^ scarcely k&Qwing vbHit be nn-r 
$wei^4 — th(C powers pf 9llQd aud body 
engrossed in suppressing emotiQigt. 

Tb^y had now r4iicb^d the hoiXom of 
the ^airs ; a abawl of I^dj Jane's was 
aot to be found, ai»d while the $ervant9 
were aearcbiog for it, s^be and C^roliw^ 
followed by Lord William^ Wf ilt ipto om 
of the supper rooms, which wa3 op^n. 

^* Tx> Tunbridg^l^ iiepeatcd Lady Janiu 
•~*^Ncv ,my JLordj^yoo mwt not leave w * 

^' Wl^iis thene to prevent iQe? " said 
liovd William,. basrtily, ali^ost h(r9hly^ 
for, though at the time, he felt ber bwdr 
ness^ yet, iiresi^ihly under the power of 
Ids demon, he said tiie thing he did not 
joeaA ; bis voice and look expreiiaed tbe 
Dev^^se of whit hia heart felt* 

f^ Nay, if diere is notbiii^ to provetit 
your Lord^p,"* said Lady Jane^ !wa1k«> 
ing away with dignity, ^* I have only tp 
wish yoqar Lordship ^ good jotmey.*' 
I would itay,.if I could. «^e my 
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thing to keep nie>'* said Lord William — 
impelled^ contrary to his better jiidgmenty 
to appeal once more to Caroline's conn^ 
tenance. - — Then cursed himself for his 
weakness. ' 

'Lady Jane, tiirning back, saw his 
Lotdsliip's look ; anid now, convinced 
that Caroline was to blame for 'all, re* 
proacbed herself for misiaterpreting his 
^rds and manner. : 

'*• Well, my Lord," cried she, " you 
will not bile in such haste to set out for 
Tnnbridge I am sure, as to go before 
you hear from me in the morning, — r- Per- , 
iiCips I inay trouble yodr Lordship iwitl 
s€>me commands. . : . , : 

^ His J^rd^ip boWedj and stid he 
should do himself the * honor of waiting 
ber Lady^hip'^ cdmmands. ' Sbe rpasseid 
on quickly towards the 'hall.' Lord Wil- 
liam offered his arm to Caroline. 

*' Lady Jane is iny friend ~ «he will 
not tiiink of ceremony, 'when .... .1 
must $p€f£ik to you, Miss Percy . . .'and 
have but a moment • . w ** * ^ '' 
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Caroline wdked more slowl j. 
*^ I thank yon, Madam — Yes, I do 
thank yon. — Mnch pam yon have given. 
— But as little as yon conld. *— Better 
now than later *■ ' Like yonrself •— and 
1 thank yon for preserving the idea of 
excellence in my mind in all it*8 inte- 
grity — in all • • • I shall detain yon bnt 
a moment . . . Yon ai^ not impatient.*" " 

^^ No^'' said Caroline, in a tcemulons 
voice, yet, for his sake, as well as for the 
sake of her own consistency, trying to 
suppress emotion, which she thought he 
might misinterpret. 

** Fear not — I shall not misinterpret*—* 
I know too wdl what love is. ^ — Speak 
freely of my sentiments to Lady Jane^ 
when I am gone — her friendship deserves 
it^fitim me.** 

He stopped — he was silent — ^they came 
within view of the servants — > he walked 
qiiietly to the carriage •— assisted her into 
it, pressed her band --^ 

^' Farewell —^ for ever/* he said in a 
low voiccj and let it go. 

VOJU IV. c 
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The carriage- door was shqt. 
. "-Wb^re to, my Lady?" — said tbe 
footman. — f 'The Dac)iess of Greenwich^ 
or borne. Caroline ? " 

" Oh ! homey if I may choos?^" siuM 
Caroline. 

. • ' ^ * 

^'HomeT** s^id Lady Jan^. 

A^d t^ mpi9^t tbe.gl£^s was up, 
*' Caroline^ my dear, tell me this ipstanitf 
what is :all thfs ^b^tween you. and Lord 
William } -|— I^ it as I hqpe? — or^ is it^ 
I fear ? -* spejik."" 

Caroline conld mrt^ Ae was i& teats. 

*^ What hoot you done? — If you bav© 
^d any diing in^ooahle, and wiljbeat 
consulting me^ I never . . • ne^^r vM 

forgke yon, Caroline. -Speak; at aU 

event?." : , 

Caroline tried to obey.her Ladyship. 

*' What have you doneJ-^Wh^t have 
you said: " 

" I haye said the truth — I hfkve dope 
— I hope what I ought," said Caroliney 
^^ — •" bat I have given great pain ....** 

Lady Jane now perceiving by feer 
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^iec Ikat she was in sorroir, spoU n& 

waagrog her twme, said, 

" It is not immwfiaWe, ny dear.-* 
Whatwerpam ye« may have giTOti, y<m 
WHJir the power togi*e pkiami^e is stlUJm 
yqar own baods.^ 

C««H»rigWd}-^«:Alw?no,Madato, 
Ui«.n*t." . 

*' Why «i^ my fotsc-^He-wtfl h««» 
le»ve tew,^ ia the morning wkhont i^ 
<«»«««&. r-A«d J mm^ y^,. -^ 

mand. — A note, a line, a wbrdj wfll^ set^ 
*ft to rights.* 

'* Bni that word I camtot say,** . ', 
"* Thba ietme aay it ifdr you.; -^Ifrast 
ywtf 4e2kai7 to me, I >{« h« dign^ 
ttSd£.--C:aa yoD dbabi it ? -i- B^ ve ine f 
«an€h;!a»,I «iRfa teseeyol^wlJatV. .aid 
Where .yon ai^ri*o be itf sod«; -M^ 
would «ofc, .,th4«|t:fe, b^^g firfy. 

S-dcowr aod^i ^^ ili'«b*a«e<..t«en- 
t»aUy, JWd rfoi^i WLWojwifo,-^! ,^^^1 
»ever yield a poiijt of.^ftaJ. deJk^^ , |; 
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wQuM not descend tbe thousaildth part 
of a degree from proper dignity, to make 
you — ^ any more than to make myself — a 
Princess. Come, let me see yon smile 
— and now, withoot reserve, open yonr 
hesurt, and tell me what yon wish to hare 
done or said." - ' 

" Nothing, my dear Lady Ja»e." : 

** Nothing ! my dear Caroline ! — -— 
notliing can come of nothing, speak 
agian?* • 

" ] have no more to say'-?^! haro «aid 
all I can say.'* 

The carriage stopped at their own 

door. 

" We are aH in the dark,'' said Lady 
Jane ; ^* when I have more light, I shall 
be able better to tell what we are aboat. 

^^ Now I can see as well as hear, 
continued she, as her woman met her 
with lights. — ", Keppel, yon may go to 
bed, we shall not wuit yon to night.*^ 

^* Now, Carc^ne^ take care -+- remem- 
ber your countenance is open to me 
if not your h^art.^ 
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^ Both, both ure open to yoo; my 
tdcar friiend/* cried Caroline. *' And 
Lord William, who said you deserved it 
rfibi^ him, desired me to speak as fre«y 
for bim> as for myseltV* 

^^ He*t a noble creatnre .\. Tkere"^ 
the diftrence between reserve of cha- 
racter, and reserve of manner -^ I always 
said so. — ^ Cfo on, nly dear/-' 

Caroline ' related every iiikig tlnit ' had 
'passed ; and Lady Jane, when she had 
ftsahed, said^ 

" A couple of children I — But la tou- 
ple of charming children — Now I, that 
:have common ;sense, must set it all to 
rights, and tarn no prettily into ^er."* 

^^ It caniibt be done'' — said Caro- 
line. . 

*^ Patdon me, solemn- fair one, 'it 


can." 


^^ Pardon me, my dear Lady Jane, it 
nm$t not be done. ' 

'^ ChMsen ahmild not^My tnust,"* cried 
Lady Jane, in aptayinl tone; for never 
did she feel in more delightfid spirits 
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4>»an this wofttenV wheii all Her hdpw 
jfcE €»Q&e, as sBe tBon^, were 
3^«a^d; '« and to com^Lste *YA« j»fea*. 
ffig M9torg* BO obstade i»ihatiMd/ shft 
said, " bnt the Cbioese mcttlttr-tif.peail' 
{^jiftl^ <>f.eti(pcM« to be wiAchawrn; by^ 
-* dexiarow d«$cai» kasd, finm. between 
.^»^-pmg^iH and ker lover." Lady 
Jane, late a^ k was at B%ht, twdc 
^ f^f^i t9 VxMv a. note to Lord WiU 

** What are yon going to do . i . , imy 
.1 $Bk, mj dewr Mwlafn?" cried Caro^ 
rJlie. •-:'--• ■■-'.•• 

< " My (dear Madam, I ma going my own 
way^kt me ifh^ne." 
^ ^;Bpt if you niMn ta write Ibrnie , . '* 

*^ For you f—No* at aH— for mytdfy 
I beg to 6b6 Lord Williani in the mom- 
TBg, to trouble him with my com- 

*' But seriously, ray dew Lady Jimc, 
: flb riot ^ve iiim uuueeeasary pain — for 
-: my miad is decided.*' 

^^ Sq erery youu^ lady says ^^ It is a 
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jrafed' oM-^fer the fir»t three days** 
; "• ' ■ hadf Jane wrote on as fast as she 
ccmld; 

; ^^ My dear Lady Jane^ criedi Caro* 
Kne, stopping her Ladyjship's hand-^^' I 
am m eamet^*** 

< /^ 80^ then,"*- eried Lady Jane^ impa- 
tiently— '*^ Yoo. will? not tmst me*^ 
Yon will not open your heart to ipe, 
CteoHne.- 

^^ I do, . . • I hasFe trasted yon entirely^ 
my dear friend— -My ^eart . * . I opened 
to yon long ago**— — 

A dead pane— and Usnk constanu^ 
tion in Lady Jane's comilanAniee.— » ^ 

'^ But smnely «... rince them it mmt 
have changed ^** ^ .. • 

'^ Not in ^ least** 

'' Bnt it will change . . . let Lord Wfl* 
Uam try to change it.** 

Caroline shook her head — '^ It wfll 
not — I cannot — ** . 

^^ And von won*t do this^ when I ask 
it as a favor for my friend, my particular 
friend?** 
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^^ Exeosf me^ dear^ kind Lady Jaiie> 
I know yon wish pnly idy hap|>ifieiii| 
but this would make me unhappy-^ It is 
the only thing ypu could ask with which 
I would not comply.'* 

^* Then Til never ask any thing elae 
while I live from you, Mi9S Percy,'* 
cried Lady Jane^ rising and throwing 
her pen from her — *^ You ar^ r^splved 
to throw your happiness from you-rdo 

80 ^Wish your bappiiiesii?r-y€i99 Ihavp 

willed It anxiously — ardently ^-.b|i* now 
1 have done — You are deteripiped to^lMBi 
perverse and philosopbicul — Good 9)ght 

to you"— : .: . . 

Lady Jnpe suatched op ,I^r candle, 

^md, in haste, retired Caroline, sen- 

sible that all her Ladyship's ^i^ger at thtft 
moment arpse from warm i^ct^on, wa$. 
the more sorry to have occasioned it, 
and to feel that she could not, by yield- 
ing, allay it instantly- A. sleepless 

night. 

Early in the morning, Kefip^l, b<df- 
dressed and not half awake, came, with 
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her Ladyship-s love, and begged to speak 
.a word to Mbs Percy. 
-^^ifWeT* repeated Caroline, as she 
w^tkt to LadyJane*s apartment — ^' how 
kind she is ! •* 

' */ My dear; you' have not slept, I see 
J f norl father— -^but I am sure you 

have forgiven my hastiness " said 

Lady Jaite, raising herself on her pilp 
law. ^ 

'^ ' €)aroliue kissed hef afl^tidnately# 
'^i ^^And lettb^se tears, my dearest Car 
liftline,'' continued Lady Janc^, ^^ he 
converted into tears of j6y-^ib> my sake 
r— for your dwn family —for yoirf 6yni 
s^e, my sweet girl, be advisedyand dqn^lP 
^row away your happiness foilJife r, ' 
Here% at not^ from Loi^ WiHiaai-— « 


waits my* comniands-^^^thafft JI ' * ^ f 
Let me only desire td see him "^^ i '\ 

»*^ On my accdihit^ I cannot," said 
Caroline— i-the tears streaming down her 
&eei though she spoke calmly. 
\ ^ Then ■ it' is yout pti^e to refuse the 
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man, fot whom every other yocing^ wamao 
is sighing.'* 

'*^ No, heliere me that I do not act 
from pride— 'I fed none'— I have noreadMi 
to fed any — '^ 

' " Ko reason to feel pidde \ t)on't you 
ktiQW • <r . yes, yon taiow as wefl as I do, 
that thi» is the man of Dien-^-*the man on. 
whpift feveity raother^s— evdry danghtel'd^ 
eye is fixed— Tlie first rnimarried noble- 
man nQw in Cngland *— the prise of prices 
. • « 1%^ ino^ excellent man yon ailow^ 
tmd umver^ly allowed to be the mo^f 

i^eeiible^'* 

, ''BjQt ifrlie be not 99 to Die,*' said 

> *• T^ift -<riin^^ only b< becaase — yoa 
iK$ AxmseiOdi&E of the cante^ Carolina « v » 
lilt fWir pwn fault.** 

*' And tfa^rifbfe I srid, thdtl Mt I 
]|44nr6 i^eftSiTO lo be pfoo4/' atid C«ro- 

'^ Then Mm^ - rwMon to /be proa4 ; 
«ll|<)9^tbit)lMt^«^^^ andrith^i^yewEtawy 
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bave cause to ht proud — Yon pique 
yonrself on being rea^MHiable'; is it rea- 
.sonable to leave yonr a£fe€tions in the 
possession of a man^ of whoro^ in all 
bnman probability^ yon will never hear 
morer 

^' Too pn^able** —said Caroline. . 

" And will yon, yon Canine P^rcy, 
liioe Lady Angelica Headingfaanij kave 
yonr heart at the mercy of a foreign ad^ 
ventwrerV 

^^ Oh stop^ Ma'am/' cried Caroline, 
patting her hand before Lady Jane's 
month— *^ don^ say that word, any 
filing ehe I conld bear—- *— -Bnt if yon 
knew him .... edncation^. diaracter, 
. manners . . • no^- yod^ woold not be so 
nnjnst — " 

•^. Yon know ... yon told me jxin 
were seatsil^ yon xm^t not to indolge 
sttdk a wealniessi Carpline*" 

'^ r did — I Bm smisible of it . . « Oh 
yon see I iun . . .mi my hestv. • m^ 
ireryi best iMitt i done to drive htfii from 
my memoi^.-?-Aiid. nev€T> till I was'^ 
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forced to make this comparUoi), did I 

recollect . . > did I feel . . . Weak 

I pay be^" said Caroline^ cbaogiog from 
great agitation to perS^ct de^ioii-^ ^* but 
wicked I will not be— I will never marry 
one man^ and love another — My own 
happiness if I sacrifice^ mioe be the 
consequence — bnt I mtiU never iniu**^ ^® 
happiness of another — Do not^' Mtidai^y 
J^eep that noble hearty this exiidlent 
Lord William in suspense-— What ane 
your commands ?'* ' 

; "My commands !''——*- eried Lady 
Jane, raising hjer voice .-..V . treiftbling 
with anger — ^^ Then this is your gratifeKid* 
. . . this your generosity !/* 

" I must be just 1 cannot he geiM^ 

rous~" 

^' And ^s yom* a&^tiqn /or all yo w 
friends^ all who wish for your hiqi^msti; 
—You would sacrificp nothiaf .. , . • no^ 
ihing— no^ not tb^ ^lightest, iancyi dts^: 
graceful fancy of your py^n^ to. pfease 
^em— — w]tien you know how avdentIylx>o 
they wish to se^ you h^pjilx.wm^' 
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/'^•^^ Tbmilny to please othm, against 
^iny 6wtt indinatioD • • • against my own 
coLdence, mast be wea^ indeed-, 
self-deoeption — for if my fiieikds wish 
tny happmess^ and I make mysdf mi- 
serable^ how can that please thenvl ■ ' ■ ■ 
Any sacriftce I eoold make^ except that 

of ]mnciple^ I wonld But that I 

n^er wiU make> nor uda my fnends, nor 
i2a they desire it • • . • Forgive me^ dear 
Lady Jane." 

"I never will foi^ve yon,** iritermpt^ 
^ i*ady Janei— " Ring! — yes, ring the 
hell -^ And when mng, never expect my 
foigiveiiessv 

It mast be done, thonght Caroline^ 
sooner or latisr<-«-r * ■ 


. i€ 


My complifnents, Keppel, to Lor4 
WUI^aai,*' said; Lady Jane, '' I haVe no 
cdoimands to troaUe him with • • . Stay^ 
I ttust findfom^itig - • • that parcel for 
Mrs; Baggdt>'I!«i»hridge— — I must write 
»4V 1 eatmo^ write.'' \ * 

v: Wjiith gMtt, difficidty; in> thc^ agitation 
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M few lines^ and hoiding tlie note tip^ 
looked at Caroline » ■ ' a Twlf^jleal— t*-^ 
m vaitr. — 

r ' *^ Take it, Keppel — I'm sorry Lord 
•WillianiV servant has })een kept watting"^ 
•— '.erted her iMdfuhipy and' suddenly 
closed the cQrtmr« ^*-^ — Caroline retired^ 
iofidy, hopmg that Lady- J^ne migtit 
sfoep^^ and sleep off her anger --~—B«t 
no^^ — The^momkig past«*-*tbe day past-*^ 
and the snn went down upon her wrathv 
At n%ht she wbnld not^ she conki^ 
not go on! any where.— — ©aroKne; 
idone with hw^ endored a terrible t^e 4 
t£te. Lady Jane never spoke^ Caroline 
tried all' ahe coofd^ by affectionate land- 
ness of look and Toice^ and by contrite 
gentleness, to sooth* her pertixrbed spi^ 
fi^ Lady Jkne'fi a^ger* admitted of iu>' 
alleviation^ her disappomtment inereasedl 
;die more she reflected^ and' the ' more site * 
tiioi^ht of what others woold titink/ if 
they conld know it — i — And that-^ey 
did not know, might never kndwk • • . 
(for Lady JaM woi -too beM^fttKIe- id 
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.k^rwf Loord Wii^unV secret) . . . wu 
a» addkibMri* mertificatkm *-^-^*«*^ It was 
not tiU after nUiety-six ittors, tiiat Cari>- 
»liB0perceiTecl in ber Ladyship an^'cliange 
&ir the fafttcr. Tbe Arst ftwtable 
symptMii vnA her- giving vent to hm 
natural *&eliiigs in the foUoii^iBg bndcon 

'' AJkef aHiny fkmsl . . . . Wb«b I 
was JQst ^liSiikiiig^ af wrkhig to yirar 
fethar . . . When I nrfg^it hate carried 
yon hoiae . io trtomlib^ Lady Willkmi 
■ A dake in all bmnan probabitiCy 
• ■ A duehess * * • absolutely a duchess 
you might have been » . • And such a 
well-inforoied — such an amiable mail ! 
' ■ every tibing yoor own- family could 
havewished !« — ^-*» And Rosamond I-^^Ah, 
poor Rosamond-^ Rosamond j yon little 
know! . . . And nobody will ever know-*- 
If o creature will ever be a bit the wiser 
:t—— If yon would have let him even come 
tea declaratton— properly, decently to a 
declaration —-^ Let him attend yo%'ki 
puUkonece or .twice> ya«ir declared ad- 
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mirer . . . What barm could it possibly 
hwve dime him, yon, or anybody!—*-^ 
Then tbere would bave been some credit 
at I^ist — and son» comfort to me — — - 
But now, at tbe end of the campaign, jsat 
where we were before —The season over, 
and au bout du compie, ander Lady Jane 
Granville's chaptronage, the beaotifiil 
IMBaa Caroline Percy has received one pto^ 
pMal ;and a quarts ! -r— -No, while I Kve, 
I.wl) neimr fovgrtit.^ 


'.' ! ■■', * . , ^ ^^ 1 1^ ^ • 
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CHAPTER XXXVL 


N o l/m an etent tban Alfred's nMurkge^ 
iio event calling. Ijtss iinpenitiv<tl]r npoA 
her feeliogSi oastd have raeovared L^dy 
Jane's sytnpathy fdr CooliM. Brit Aift^ 
Pordyy who had ben the rettortr of her 
fortune, her. friend in adrarsity, what 
patn it wpnld'give hidato &ai her, at'the 
iimment \f hen he might expect her con* 
gratolatiaiis^ qnaitelliog.with bis sister*^ 
that aister, too^ who had Uft her hoiae, 
wliere she was so happy, and Hnngerford 
Castle, where she was adored, on pnrpose 
to tend Lady Jane in sickness and ob- 
scurity r-—T- 

Without being put exactly iiito these 

words, or, perhaps, into any words, 

thooghts such as thesey with feelings ^ 

^atitiide and affection, rrnved for Ca- 


FeUae ni Ladj Jane*s mind the moment 
•he heard ef Alfred*s intended mar- 
TOge. — 

" Gbod yonn^ manT — Excellent 
£riend!--^We}lI>-teU me ail about it, 
mff dear'* '""' 

It was the first time, that her Lady^ip 
imdL Bftid my iiemr to OacoUM- sinte the* 
icbqr of the MI MfiiwK: 

QuMiM mn tamAmi hf tbis word of 
lMcoiali#io|i^<*-^«Mk itm teari i«[ bfMght 
•mto her .<y« wd i j pi aial y e » cw!« B m htAf 
riaae, 7^ who iMitily wiped her owii.>^-*-«-^ 
r . ^ So, my;ilBair ^Qmfitae, • «. .*. • when 
WM& itef*~^tett.mo abootTow teo- 
"thet"^ BMurriaga .,••.« whoQ^iait tobe?«~ 
Hmt. haa iLJban^hroiiglit iaboiit?*---the 
Jirt I hieard of the liakestem was the good 
iBna'a ideath . %. « «. ^ I rsmtmber pitying 
4hem wry niich-«-t*r*^vWere they, not left 
ill straitened circaouitanoes,. too ^-«-**Will 
Alfred have aii^ fofttme with Miss Lei- 
^ceister ? ^--^ Tell me ^ every thing. ., . 
iJEUadme his lettets^' V ' 1 ■ < 


•- •,♦. 


back 


4iratlr._ For some m^nAB liis preTer- 
'Bdents ^were kept ia abeyance -i^ Many 

i^ere nadied, or tkroi^ht 9f, as likriy to 
. succeed biiii.>*-*«^ Tile Dtuiery. was in 

tj^e gift of tbe <arowii> aiid> as k was 

iiiiagiiiod^ tSirat the vican^ wasalso at 
: the dim^^ t£ gdfrewdmadt, ai^plicatiDiii 
'/hAd^pofwfeAin, nib -aU: sides^ fat fiiindk, 
»4Uid frknUs irlMdop to iftoHPeiBDtast title 

4ft tiae ibiir owm okgiiit-phlwe -^ TKe 

t b tii di ^ k)f yyara m rtt wfere tied. ^^-^^^ 

— -Utoeids^ tliitin CD Os o q i i ee of aottie 

. pariiaswit^ iaftaiiast^ fonnefijr gifvo 

eppoftandy^ and in icoiisiddnalibii of osr- 

Hfaft anraiigtalCBti^ih his cBoteae, taodrfe 

^|ter$^iis Dtfaom itiiniiters weretisobligodto 

. obUge, * pntanise bad" long ago bbtn 

.fiveQ to Bisbop Clay^ "-^ thkt bis Mcom- 

aaie»datioft to ^bcif Oeaoeiy Aonid b« 

accepted on tb6 next iVacaaicy^ l)ke 

Bisbop) wba had proHodved the Ifvingto 

bis sist^r!^ bpibundj. now presented ii ia 

Mr. Buqkhifrst Falcoaer^ with the impor* 

tm^ additioa cf Dr. Leicesttt's.deanerf*. 


-• «->«.,- ^. 
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To become a dean^ was once the 

beight of Buckburst's ambition^ tbat^ for 

<wbicb^ in a moment of elation, be 

.prayed, scarcely boping tbat bis wisbes 

would ever/be fulfilled — yet now that bis 

. wisb was aocomplisbed, and tbat he bad 

attained tbis height of bis ambition| was 

be happy ? — No ! -— fer from it ; farth^ 

than ever. — How could be be happy --^ 

dissatisfied with bis conduct, and detest* 

Atig his wife. -— In the very act of selling 

himself to this beldam, — - be abhorred 

bis own meanness ; but he did not know 

:bow much reason be should have to r(- 

- pent, till die deed was done. It Was 

'. done in a hurry, with all the prectpita- 

tion of a man, who bates himself for 

what he feels forced to do. Unused to 

*..^n .„d «!. i. .„, w,y. n. „.r. 
riage never haviln^ thought of it before, 
. Bnckhurst did not take all precautions 
necessary, to make bis sacrifice answer 
bis own purpbSe. He did not fully know^ 
be could not conceive, the avaricious 
temper and habits of bis lady, till be was 
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hers past redemption. Whatever acces* 
sion of income he obtained from his mar- ' 
riage be lived up to ; immediately, his 
establishment^ his expenses surpassed bis 
revenue. — His wife would not pay or* 
advance a shilling beyond her stipulated 
quota to their domestic expenses. -^ He ' 
could, not bear the parsimonious manner^ 
in which she would have had him live^ 
or the shabby style, in which she receiv- 
ed, his friends. He was moi:ie profuse 
in proportion as she was more nig- 
gardly, and whilst she scolded and 
grudged every penny she pmd^ he ran 
in debt magnanimously for hundreds* 
When the living and the deanery came 
into his possession^ the second year*s 
fruits had been eaten before hand. ' " . ■ • » 
Money he must have^ and money his wife 
would not give -— but a litigious proctor 
suggested to him a plan for raising it^ by 
demanding a considerable sum from the 
executors of the late Dr.* Leicester for 
what is called dilapidation. The parson- 
age-house seemed to be in good repairs but 
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to m^e. oat chal'ge^ of diiapidatum wra ' 
not difficult to tbose, who tinderstoad Am 
basing — and fifteea bmidred pounds. 
wei*e tbecbar^ presently made ont against^ 
the executors of the late inciimbenL ■■ ■ 
It wits invidious, it was odious kr the 
new vicar, in the f«ce of his parishion^ 
ers, of ail those who loved and nespeicted 
his predecessor, to be^n l^ mdktng such i 
a d^aand.-<*^£5peieialiy as.it wttsweH' 
koawn, that the i^c Diban bed nbt saved ^ 
an^ of thf income of bis prdbrment, but ' 
' fagd dispi^sed of It amongst bis parisfaion^ 
ems jBs a stcfward for the poor* He bad 
le^ ^i^ family, in narrow ck^mstancesu ' 
Tk^j were prood of his- virtues, and not 
ashMtied^i^thecooiiequeniBm^ WithJl%nity 
and «ase they retr^ncbeti their exp^nAes;$ 

andafitef bavtQgfived.asbecttflMtbefukdJjr ' 
of a dijpiitary^ the dravdi^^on quilting '^^ 
tbe parpoiiage, . Che widew add her niece f 
reefed t0 A saiall babtt^on suiiked to 
thcur altered ' drciinistinces, and lived > 
witJn .ref|)ectabl€iiaAd respected economy. ' 
— Ti^e chaiige l^ought against them bf '- 


3>ean Falconer was^ an unexpe^ecL blow*.- 
It WW an €}i;tortioii, te ivkidb Mrs. Lei*, 
'cester wqhW not ^nbimt -rr c^4 not wiUir* 
oitf injury t* b^r niece, from whose for-i 
tune the .^nm xlaipied^ if yieldkd^. mnyt: 
^ deducted. 

Alfred PeKy^ from the first, moment of. 

their ^stre^s, freia the time of good^ 

X)eaa Leicej»ter!s deaths h«ul been uMdur 

<ons in bis attentions .to Mrs. Leicester, 

mad by tlie «ost albctkioate lett^rs^ and 

*«!i^neveir be oodid . get «v»y fipott. 

Lptfdon by bis visiti; to ber and to bis^ ' 

Soj^heMi^ bad ]m>ved the .wanntb and con^. 

stancy oC bjisattadiinesit. -^ Some montln 

%aid BOW passed^ be oiiged bif sidt^. and 

besoQgliA So|)h«ft no. longer to delay bia 

bappioe». Mrf. Leicester .wished, that* 

imtm^^ibwid. iKm g^e be^idf . Apeo*- 

HK^kpr w(i ftif nd) who V^f^ eoosdejfaer 

for lAe nii^le ^be bad lost rr* It^waaaibtbis 

ptitMiihe dUajM^tim ^fm:gc wae nuide. 

-»^-r*^ Mr^ 'Leicester laid . tbf whole stto*- 

"ment bb^e Allied* deebiriog that for hia. 

m^y as.'wdl^aS.^tjbef ;tiiece'8, she was. 

nsMbite to dttfimd 1mi»^ against iajos- 
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titNs. Alfred cmild scarcely bring himself 
to believe^ that Buckhurst Falcooer had 
acted in the manaer represetited^ with a 
raf>acity^ harshness, and cruelty, so oppo* 
site to his natural disposition — Faults^ 
Alfred well knew that Buckhurst had ; 
but they were all, he thought, of quite a 
difierent sort from those, of which he iaow' 
stood accused. What was to lie done? 

^ Alft^d was ^xtremelf averse irom 

going to laW with a man who wks his te-* 
lation, for whdm he had early felt, and' 
still retsuned a cbn^id^aUe regard. —-Yet 
heo»uld not stand by and see the woman' 
he loved defrauded of nciarly half th^^ 
small fortune she possessed. On the' 
other hand, he was employed as d profes*' 
sional man, and called upontoasct. He' 
determined, however, before be shouldy 
as a last resource, expose the truth and 
maintain the right in a court of justice/ 
previouidy to tiy every means of cbncilia-^ 
tion in his pow^r.^ T6 all bis letters^' 
Dean Falconet answer^ evasively and^ 
unsatisfactorily by referring him to Ms* 
proctor or his attorney, into whose hands 


he said he> had put the business^ and 
be knew and wislied notbtng more about 
it. — — The attorney — Solicitor Sharpe, 
was impracticable — The proctor was as 
bad. — Alfred resolved to see die Deati 
himself. — And this alfter much difficulty 
he at length eflfocted. — il« found th« 
Dean and his lady t6te-5i-4;6te.^— Their 
raised voices suddenly stopped shoit as 

he entered. The Dean gave an angry 

look at his servant as Alfred cauie. into 
the room. — — 

^* Your servants,** said Alfred, ^^ told 
me, that you were not athoaie, but I told 
them, that I knew Dean Falconer would 
be at home to an old friend." 

^* You are very good .... (said Buck* 
hurst) — "^ you do me a great deal of honor," 
said the Dean. 

Two different manners appeared in the 
same person, one natural — belonging to 
his former^ the other assumed, proper, 
as he thought^ for his present self -*«- or 
rather for his present situation. ' 

VOL. IV, B 
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" Wow't yoq b^ seated ? . . * . Ihope all 
our frieq4$ . . • . " .... Mrs* Buckhurst, 
or a$ sUe..W£^ called^ Mrs. Deaq Falco- 
neXj m?ide divers motioosi Mfith, a, very 
ugly chin^^ and stood as if «hQ thonght 
tfaepe ott^t^to be aa introdaction. -^Tbe^ 
Dean kppwit, but being ashamed to in-^ - 
troduce her, determined gainst, it,-^ 
Alfred stood politely in suspension, waitr. 
ing their mutual pleasure^ 

^* Won't you. sitfdown^ Sir ? '' repeated - 
the Dean. 

Dowj3 p4impe4 Mi*s^ Falconer direct- 
ly, ami. taking out k^r sp^eptacles,. b» if, 
to sh^me her husband, by heightening? 
the contrast of yputh ^nd a^, d^ib^^tely 
put ^ them, Qu; then, drawing her, table 
Hearer, settled herself to hex( wpik. 

Alfred, who saw it to be, necessary, 
\leternHi»ed,tQu$e hi$ best addrcM^Sf to con- 
ciliate thi^.la^. 

'* Mxp Dean,, ypu. hai^e Myer.yptdonc. 

me th^r honor ta ixit/fo^e^m^tOiMits. 

Falconer/' 
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^' I tbougfat .... I thongbt we Irad 
met before .... since ■■■ M rg. Faltjcmcr 
—Mr. AUrcd Percy." 

Tbe lady took off faer spectacles, iiiiS- 
edy sftid aii^sted' bet^df evidently with 
an intentioii t» be more agreeable. Al- 
fred sat down by ber Worlfe-table, difected^ 
his conversatk^n tober^ aiki-seoii talked, 
oi^ rather^ iudticed b#r t(y faOt Hendf 
into^ fifier btinior. l^reseBtly slie rcdred 
to dress for dinner, and "hoped' Mh ' 
Alfred Percy bad no inteiitiM of ran* 
ningnw^y'— ^«^e bad a weU^mred bed to 

offfefbittl ;'*■■ " ■ 

Tbe liiean, thongb be cordtifdff faated> 
bit)' lady, wbb gktil foT bas own' sakr/^ 
to'be relieved' ft«om b* fits Af crotemesi;; • 
and was pleased- by ASfred^n paying at^ ' 
teotk>» %o^ ber, as-' ttiis- was* a- sort of ^ 
refipeet to hiniflelf, and Wbalt faeselddm ^. 
met' H^iflby Amn- ffiose* yocAig H/en wfit> 
bad bdeil'Ms diMl]^aiiftestbefbtie ber mar-'' 
riagev — Tbey^ Httrfly thsattJ* Mii^ ItOff^ * 

cerMinly np>rai 

d3 
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Alfre4 never yet had touched upon Ms 
business^ and Bockburst began to tbink 
this was merely a friendly ykit. Up6n 
AHred's observing some alteration, which 
had been lately made in the room ill 
which they were sitting, the Dean took 
him to see. o,ther improvements in the 
house ; in pointing out these, and all 
the conveniencies and elegancies ^bout 
the Parsonage, Bockburst totally forgot 
the dik^idaHoft suit; ,and every thing he 
showed and said tended unawares to 
prove, that the house was in the most 
perfect repair, and best condition pos- 
sible. -^ Gradually, whatever solemnity, 
and beneficed pomp, there had at first 
appeared in the Dean^s manner, wofe 
off, or was laid aside ; and, except hk 
bfi^g somewhat more corpulent and ru- 
bicund than in «arly years, he appeared 
like the ongixial Btic^burst. — Hisgl^yety 
0f hearty indeed, was gone, but some 
sparkles ^ his former spirits remained. 

'^^ Here/' said he, showing Alfred into 
Ids study. — * ^^ H^e^ as our good frienil,. 
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Mr. Blank said when he showed us his 
study^ ^ Here is trAcre-1 read all day lortg 
«— quite snug — and nobody's a bit the 
wiser for it/ '* [ 

The Dean seated himself in his coin- 
ibrtable arm chah-. 

" Try that chair, Alfred, excellent for 
sleeping in* at one's ease. 

"'To rest the cashtoo and soft Deao iavite/' , 

'' Ah!" said Alfred— "Often have I 
sat in this chair with my excellent friend 
JPean Leicester!** 

. The new Dean*s countenance soddeuly 
changed — but endeavoring to pass it att 
with a jest, he said, *'Ay, poor good 
old Leicester, he sleeps for ever -^that's 
one comfort — to me — if not to you. -^^ — 
But perceiving that Alfred continued to 
look serious. — The Dean added some 
more proper reflections in a tone of ec- 
clesiastical sentiment, and with a sigh of 
decorum. — Then rose, for he smelt \hat 
the dilapidation suit was coming. ' 
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" WouW m)t you like, Mir. Perc^, to 
wa«h your bands beXd^ drnjier ? '* 

^^It^jauk you, Mr. I^an, I mu^-^* 
tain you a moment to Apeak to y^ou on 
business." 

Black as Erebus grew thjB hoe of the 
Dean — he bad no resource but to li^^ten, 
for he knew it would come ^ffer diuiier, 
if it did not come now ; and it was as 
well to have it alone in the study, where 
nobody in|ght be a bit thte wiser. 

When Alfred bad stated tb§ whpfe of 
what he had to say, which he d|d in fis 
few^ md strcu^ W4?rds ac po^s^ib^, ap- 
pejilij;^ to the Justice^ aud feplingg ^f 
Buckhurst — to Ae fears, w luch the D^im 
wwt hav^ of heiog exposed^ aud ulti- 
mately defeated in a court of juatjca ••— 
" Mrs. Lei^jester,** — coucladed be — 
^^ is determined to maintain the suit, 
^d has employed me to carry it on for 

" J sbonld very little Iiave e^cpect- 
ed," said the Dean, « that ^r. Alfred 
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P^frcy n;ow^ hate bc^n employed in such 

r 

H way a^iwst tne. 

" StttH<j§s shotiWlliaTe expected, that 
I ccmld be eai.titd iipon 'm such % way 
agaiii^t yoa,'* — replied Alfred — " "No 
one can feel it more than I do. The 
object of my present visit is, to tfy 
ii4iether some accommodiition may nut 
be made, wbi<^ will relieve os both from 
the necessity of going to law^ and tnay 
prevent me firom being driven to the per- 
^fB^mance -of this most pamfol profesnonal 
sdofy;' 

^' Dnty ! professional dnty !** repesled 
^od&nrst — ^ ^ £f I £d not nnderstand 
liH "fhbse '^hak-wards^ and know how 
^easy it is to pnt them on and off at 
jjleafntel** 

*' To some it may be, bnt not to me,** 
srfd Alfred, calmly. 

* A'n^r started into Bockbnrst*s conn- 
t^an<^ — but conscioas how ineffica- 
cious ir wbuld be, and how completely 
he had ^d himself open — the Dean an- 
swered. 
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*• You are the best judge. Sir, —BnjS I 
trust • • . • thougb I don't pretend to 
understand the honor of lawyers^^I trust 
as a gentlenouin^ you witt not take advan-* 
t^ge against me in this suit, of aivy thing 
my openness has shown, you about the 
Parsonage." 

^ You trust rightly,. Mr. Dean," — re- 
plied Alfred in his turn, with a look 
not of anger, but of proud indignation — 
*' Yoa trust riightly, Mr. Dean, and as I 
shonld baye expected, that one who had 
had opportunities of knowing me do well 
ot^ht to trustj' 

*' That* 8 a clear answer," said BuctF- 
hurstr— ** Buthow could I tell ?-~so much 
jockeying gpes on in every profession — 
how could I tell, that a lawyer would be 
more conscientious than * another man ) 
— But now you assui*e me of it — * I take 
it upon your, word, and believe it in yoftr 
case. — Abont the accommodation -— <?(> 
commodation means money, does not it ? 
—-frankly^ I have *not a shilliq|^^— But 
Mrs. Falconer is all accommodation — Try 


patronage:* 57 

wliatyoQ can do with her —^ and by the 
way; y<m began, I shoald hope you 
would do a great deal/' — added he, 
laugbiog. 

. Alfred would not undertake to speak 
to his lady, unless the Dean would, in 
the first instance, make some sacrifice. 
*— He represented, that he was not asking 
fojT nfoney, but for a reKnquishment of a 
claim, which he apprehended not to be 
justly due — "And the oilly use I Aall 
ever make of what yon have shown me 
h^^, is to press upon your feelings, as 
I do at this moment, the perception and 
conviction of the injustice of that claim, 
which I am persuaded your lawyers only 
instigated, and that you will abaii* 
doo^^^**' ' ... 

l^iackfaurst begged him not to be per-'^ 
suadfd pf any such thing. The insti- 
gation%oC aoT'attDmey^ :or<fof a pr6ctor, 
he langbiipig^ sald^ was not in law counted* 
thedustigi^tion o£ tketdevtt*^at lawno^ 
man^ .talkeiLof feelings. *^ In ihatters of 
property: judged <lid not nnd^stamt thfm>i 

p5 
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whatever figure they might make with « 
jmy ia crimiq^d case^ — with an eloquent 
advocate's hand on hia brea$t. 

Alfred let Buckhurst go on with his 
vain wit and gay rhetoric, till he had 
nothing inpre to sfiy, kiiiQwiDg that he 
wa$ hiding consciooi^ne^ ^f "unhwdaoiKie 
conduct -<^ Sticking Qrmly to bis pointy 
Alfred showed that his qlieiH:^ tbongfa 
gentle^ wfis resolved^ and that, without 
Bnckhnrst yielded^ l^w must take it's 
course **-^ that though be sho^kl never 
give i^ny hint, the prewiaes m«st he 
inspected, and disgrace ai»d deleft must 

Viewed to he serious, fi'etted and hnr* 
tied, for the half hour beU before dinner 
had now rung, and the Dean's stomach 
began to know cwoi^al himrs, he tx- 

dbknedy 

/ '^ Tbe upshot of 1^ whole ImstniMS is, 
it»t Mr. iUfred Percy is 'm love, I un^ 
derstond^ with Mks Sophia Leicester, 
md ^m fifteen^ hnndrad.pennds, wli|fdi 
hft,|ish#s nie to tiie bare widl to re|tQ« 
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qafeh, is eventually as part of her fortune 
to become his. — Would it not have been 
as fair to have stated this at once t^ 

^* No — because it would not have been 
the truth" 

" No ! — You won't deny that you are 
in love with Miss Leicester?** 

" 1 am as much in love, as man can.be, 
with Miss Leicester, — but her fortune 
is nothing to me^ for I shall never touch 
it/' 

*^ Never touch it — Does the aunt — 
the widow — the cunning widow, refuse 
consent ? '' 

" Far from it, the aunt is all the 
aunt of Miss Leicester should be — all 
the widow of Dr. Leicesfer ought to be, 
— But her circumstances are not what 
they ought to be, and .... by the liber- 
ality of a friend, who lends me ^ house, 
re^t firee^ aind by the resourdes. of my 
prtfiessioh, 1 aih able, better able than 
Mrs. Leic^ter is^to spare fifteen hundred 
*potinds -^ thereforfe, ifi the recgvery of 
this money I have wo personal interest at 
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present. — I shall never receive it from 
her." 

*^ Noble ! Noble ! — jast wluit I could 
have done myself •— once — what a con- 
trast ! '' 

Bnckhnrst laid his head down npon^his 
arms flat on the table, and remained for 
some moments silent — ^Then, starting 
upright, 

♦' ril never claim a penny from her 

rn give it all up to you ! ■ I wiH 

if I sell my band for it, by Jove.*' 

** Oh ! what has your father to answer 
for, who forced you into the church !'* 
thought Alfred. 

*^ My dear Bnckhnrst/' said he, '* my^ 
dear Dean " 

" Gall me Bnckhnrst, if you love me.** 

" I do love you, it is impossible to help 
it, in spite of * * 

*\ All ipy faults — Say it out — Say it 

out •* in spite of ypuf conscience,'* 

added Btickhurstj, trying to laugh : 

^* Not in spite of my conscience, but in 
favdr of yours,** said Alfred, against 
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whose bitter dictates you have beta 
cotnpelled all your life to act.** 

^* I bave so, but that's over. What 

i?emains to be done at present? I am 
in real distress for fire hundred pounds. 
Apropos to yomr being engaged in this 
dilapidation suit, yon can speak to Mrs. 
Falconer about it. Tell her I have given 

up the thing : And see what she 

wUl do." 

Alfred promised he would speak to 
Mks* Falconer. — " And, Alfred, when 
you see your sister Caroline, tell her that 
I aia not in one sense such a wretch .... 

Quite as .... . she thinks me. ^^Bot 

tell her that I am yet a greater wretch • . 
. • . infinitely more miserable than she, 

I hope, can conceive beyond redemp^ 

tion-~ beyond endurance miserable." ^ 

He turned away hastily in an agony of 
mind. Alfred shut the door and escaped, 
scarcely able to bear his. own emotion* 

When they i](iet at dincMst^ Mrs. Dean 
Fakonerws^ an altered pei^n-r-her no- 
seemly m<m|iiig castume and well* worn 
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«liftwl being 'Cast aside, she appeared hi 
bloom-coloured gossamer gan^, and prim- 
rose ribboDs, a would4)e-yoiing lady. 
Nothing of thatt CutMfmK^dfi look, or 
old fairy cast of face and figure, to which 
lie had that mornlJag he«i iiitrodaced) 
hnt in their place rouge, attd ^rfiiie^^ and 
hH tiic fa3^ brilliaucy, whidh roiigfe axin 
give to the eyes, prociaimed a detettniuia* 
tion to be charming. 

The Dean was silent and scarcely «at 
any thing ; though the dinner tr as esecd- 
fent, for his lady Was skilled in thfe tn- 
linary department, and i=n faV6t of AVred 
ba^ made a more hosphable -disjday than 
she usually condescended to* make for b^r 
htishand's friends. Tliere ^is^ wo -other 
gite^t^, ^cefpt a young ladjr, ^tijrtnjfirattioi 
fo Mrs. t'alcotier, Alfred #a^ as ag^ee- 
aWe and entertaining as 'cir^m^ances 
. peimitted; and Mrs. Budkfctirst Fal- 
coner, as sdoti a:s she got trtrt .rf t&e 
dinJi^-room, tvtii beibre sfce reached 
the drawing-room, pronounced him ta 
he Winost polite aird accompHifi^ yovtig 
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iDfm, Teiy Jifereitt indeed from ^ cam^ 
WD&m ruUy or the «siial 6t]4e of. Mr. Dean 
Falcooeir's dasbing bacbelcnr beaax^ who 
in her opiiiion were little better than 
brate bears. 

. At<xiS&ey wbentbe gentlemea joined 
the ludbft in "Aie dramng^room^ as Alfired 
was standing beside Mrs. Falconer^ me- 
ditatiog how and w%en to speak of the 
object of his slm^y she ekfeired tbe ground 
by loosing n to^ of conversalfon, whidi 
a^ last fairly drove ber husband out of 
the room. She jndieion^ly, maliciotislyj 
or accidentally beg«n to talk of tbe prb* 
]H>sfd, which she bad lieard a near Tela- 
tion of ;hef s bftd not long ^ce made to a 
n«ar relation of Mr. Alfred Percy's-^ 
Mr. Clay, of Clay- Hall, her nephew, hwi, 
proposed for Mf . Alfred's sister^ llfisslCa-' 
poline Bea-cy.*— ~Sbe wtii rtolly sorry- 
tAie^mateh was not to take }Adfce, for she 
had heaftrd a very Ifigh cbaraeter of the^ 
young lady in every way, and ber ne- 
phew vras rich enough to do without for- 
tune-^ |9et but ti^mt that would b^ery 


64 PATRONAGE. 

acceptable to all men — especially yoong 
men, who are now mostly all for monejr • 

instead of all for love Except in the 

case of very first rate extraordinary, . 
beauty, which therefore making a woman 
a prey jnst as much one as . the other, 
might be deemed a misfortane as ^eat, 
though hardly quite, Mrs. Buckhorst said, 
as she had found a great fortune in her 
own particular case. The involution of 
meaning in these sentences rendering it 
not easy to be understood^ the Dean stood 
it pretty well, only stirring his coffee, 
and observing that it was cold ; but when 
his lady went on to a string of interroga- 
tories about Miss Caroline Percy — on 
the colour of her eyes and hair —size of 
her mouth and nose^ — requiring in short 
a complete full length portrait of the 
young lady, poor Buckhurst set down 
his cup, and ^pleading business in bis 
study, left the field open to Alfred. . 

** Near-sighted glasses ! Do you never 
use . them, Mr. Percy ? " said Mrs. Deaor 
Falc9ier> as she thought Alfred*s eyes? 
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£xed npon her spectacles^ which lay oo> 
the table. 

^^ No ! he never ased them he thanked 
heft, he was rather far-«ighted than short- 
sighted.** She internally commended his 
politeness in not taking them np to verify 
her assertion^ and put them into her 
pocket to avoid all fntnre danger. 

He s»w it was a favorable moment^ 
and entered at once into his business-— 
beginning by observing^ . that the Dean 
was mKch out of spirits. -r— The mo- 
ment money was touched upon^ the cur« 
mudgeon look returned upon the lady^ 
and f6r aome time Alfred had great dif- 
fi^lty in making himself beard ; she 
poured forth such complaints ^* against 
the extravagance of the Dean^ with lista 
of the debts she hHd paid^ the sums she 
bad given^ and the vow she had made 
never to go beyond the weekly allowance 
she had at the last settlement agreed to 
give her husband." — 

Alfred pleaded strongly the expense of 
law> and the certainty^ in his opinion^ of 
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ultimate ^6feat, widiihe being obliged to 
pay all the costs^ which would ^tl ^tfjH>n 
the Dean, f^ The De«n trde willing to 
- withdraw lits daim^^ be had^Mmised «o 
do «a, in tto most bnndsoine ^Hiunnc^, 
^nd therefore Al&ed sliid, be felt >paMi- 
solarly anKHMls, ^hat he shMitd tiot be 
distressed for ^e Imndred pounds^ a 
jam ibr Which he 4citew Mr; 'Falconer 
-wa« iBaiaie^tely pressed* •*-**- Be ap- 
fiea3ed to Mrs. Pakoner^s geoevodty.-*-^ 
4ie had -heen dcei^d by the >De^n to 
-Sfieak tD her on tbi6^Mhje«t^ o^dli^erwise he 
should mot ha^ pteswiyed*-*^«nd^>vafi'a« 
•a pMifessioBMl tnim, a;fidia Mar'i'^adbtoy 
itbut he ti0W took the liiif^rty < «-^ tlfie m^ 
tfae&tit tMmndmm he btd ever had wM|t 
iier^ and be hoped he should leai^ ^e 
^vicarage imfiressed with a sem^eof her ge- 
m^QhiUf, and enabled to do her }U^ti(«^ 
in ihe opinion of those, w bo 4id not 
know her. 

" That was very little to her/* she 
tdunlAy aaid>— "She aeted only np to her 
own notions-^She lived only for herself/* 
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^' And for ]i€r bastmnd. — Love,** Al- 
fred Percy ^aid, *^ he wa»^ssared was sn- 
pei:ior to iiaone j in b^ opinkm. -^ And 

. after all> my deiar Madain^ yon «et me 
tbe exaiupie of firaekaess^ and permit me 

t to speak to -ye«i wkhotftiresetve. —'What 
cao. y»ft^ «who have too reason, you «ay, 

• to be.^leased with either of your nephews, 
*do, bel^r^kh y^oarmoney^ than spend 

it wbile you Uve^ -and for yourself^ m 
secmiBg happiness m the grathode afnd 

• tf&elioo 4)f a bii9haiid> who, generotrs 
Jiim^lf, win he pecatiarly totted fmd 

attached by gcTMrostty.^'^ * 

Tbe words, 'JLatv, gmtet'Oiity, g^nemns, 
scmnded vfpon the lady*d'etfr,«tid jfae^was 
imwtlUi^ to iote'tbat Mgh opinkm^ ln^hidi 
^^ ii»agiited Alfred enHeftained of licfr 
gentlmeiits aikl ehariicter. Besides, she 
was conscious, that lie was in fact nearet 
Ae tnith, than all the world would harvts 
btilie^'ed; Avarieioos in trifles, and par- 
^iniomous 4n those every day habits, 
-which brand ttie Feputatiou kninediately 
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\vith the fault of avarice, this womair 
was one of those misers^ who can be 
generous by fits and starts,, and w)io haye 
been, known to give hundreds of pounds, 
but never to part with a shilling. 

She presented the Dean, her hasband^ 
with an order on her banker for the u^pney 
he wan^> a^d Alfreds had the pleasure 
of leaving his unhappy, friead. better, at 
least, than he fouadhim. -r He rejoicdd 
in . having cozuprortiised thtj» business so 
soccessfuUy, and in thus having prevented 
the litigation, ill will, and disgraceful 
circumstances^ which, without bis inter* 
fereuce, must havje enso^d^^ 

The gratitude of Mrs. Leicester, and 
her niece, fvas deligUtftil^-r :^ow much 
inore gratifying this success^ .thaQ any 
.professional victoiy unmixed with feelings 
of benevol^jice and aftection !-r-The a^nt 
urged him tp accept what He. ^£^d bjeen 
.the means of saving, as part pf iier 
niece'j^ fprtune^ but thjs he absplutely 
re^ed^ jmimI. sftti^^d Mrs*. JLeice^er's 
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xlelicacy, by explaining, that be conld not^ 
if he wbuld^ now yield to her entreaties, 
as he bad actually obtained the money 
fik)m poor Buckhnrst's generous repent- 
aiice^ upon the express ^siith, that he had 
no private interest in the accommoda* 
tion.- 

^ You M^onld not,** said Alfred, " bring 
me under the act as^ainst raising money 
upon false pretences ? " 

What Alfred iost in money, he gained 
in love, — His Sophia^s eyes beamed upon 
him with delight^ and he enjoyed her 
smile^ 

-«' Ibe^earrvwwd of every vtitocNis toiK'' ' 

— The da]f 'iras fiaed &ar their marrii^e^ 
and at Alfred's suggestion, Mrs. Leicester 
consented, painiul as it vras, in some re- 
spects, io htr ^lings^ tfai^ they should 
be married by Dean Falconer, in the 
}iarisb diureb* — Alfred knew, thMhis 
parishioners had been violehll^ prei«die- 
<d agalatt 4iie jprtsent Dma h^, 4)ie m* 
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port, Aatbe wai going to law with the 
late Dean'a family; andJVfrs. Leicester's 
appeai^ing at biseburcb, and permitttng 
her nieee to be married 1 by fiim> would 
be the most public and efieetaaL method : 
of patting an end fo these reports'^ and 
of conciliating for him the good will: of 
his parisbioneifs. Mi'sv Leicester con- 
sented with the more readiness toiwbat at 
first was repugnant to her feelings, npon ; 
reflecting, ' that acting in this ' manner 
would be exactly consonant to the whole 
tenor and principles of her bdovcd hus^ 
band's conduct through life^ who had ever: 
been ready to sacrifice, not only any per- 
sonal pique> but every 'reftaement. of sen- 
timent, to his grfeat Christian duty of 
proniotingt peace and good will amongst- 
men« * * 

Alfbed brought^his bride to town^ and * 
as: sooii:as tii^y*\rere esUfelishcid &i tlidr.^ 
otmhomsey or ratUerfifi that house which •■ 
Mr. Gre^bam iiisisted upon their calling * 
their oivftj Lady Jiame 6r^nvi)k wak^ tlfcr 
fipit peiiott to oftfr ttw ccrngtsg^il^MlM^--^ 
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congratulations very diffiureot from thQM^ 
unmeaning compliments, which, in tlie 
fashionahle world, her Ladyship had. so 
often heard upon similar, occasiona. — Al- 
fred begged, his sister Caroline from Lady 
Jane^ as he had already obtained his fa- 
ther's and mother's consent; Lady Jane 
was really fond of Caroline's company, 
and had forgiven her, as well as shc' 
could ; yet her Ladyship had no longeir 
a hope of being of use to hejr^ and lilt: 
that even: if any other oflir wsere to 
occur, and -*— none such as . had^ been* 
madte— ^ co»ld evier more be expectisd^**^ it 
Wfiuldilead' only to ftesli disappointment 
and: altercation ; therefore she, with tlio 
less relaetHUce, relinquished Caroline' al-^ 
together. -T- 

C'arolin^V new sisteu had' bMn^^ from- 
the tinetie they were ikst acquainted^ bet 
chosen ) friend,, an di she rejoiced ii» seeing 
aU '. her h^pes fort hear brothact's t Uappineas* . 
a^ioomplisbeid^by thisinmrriagis* He had 
long looksed fof v(^d to this ti|ii% when 
h^ could'haw^ the ; comforts. of. a b«wey* 
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and the pleasures of domestic society, to 
solace him in the midst of his professional 
labors. His Sophia was peculiarly cal- 
culated to make his home agreeable: She 
had those habits of independent occupa- 
tion, which are essential to the wife of a 
|)rofessipnal man, who must have many 
hours to spend alone, or to pass at least 
without the company of her husband. — 
She had abo that cheerfulness of temper, 
readiness to converse, or to be silent, 
which are necessary to a man, whose 
mind is alternately engrossed with serious 
business, and in want of relaxation after 
tiresome exertion. — On his return home 
every evening, he was sure to find a smil- 
ing wife, a sympathizing friend, a cheeks 
ful fireside, as delightful to the intellec- 
tual as to the oprporeal laborer. -^ Sophia 
had musical talents, her husband was 
fond of music. — ^ She did not lay aside the 
accomplishments, which had charmed 
the lover, but made use of them to please 
and attach him she had chosen as her 
companionfor Kfe. — Her voice, her hsup, 
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ker Qtmost skilly "ti^re ready at any mo- 
ment for her husband ; and she found far 
more ^delight in devoting her talents to 
him^ than she had ev^er felt in exhibiting 
them to admirmg, perhaps, but eertain^' 
}y indifferent auditors^ — This was thtf 
doniestic \\^ of aitcpmptishments^ wWicli^ 
Caiblkie laved, to which she liad always* 
been acqust^med^ and in joining in her 
new '8i^er*8 occupations, and endeavors 
to iuak^ Alfred's et^enings pass |>leasant^ 
ly, slie felt at pnce as much at kome^ as 
if she^hiad been: in the country -^ for the' 
nimi is ifs own place/ and donlestic: 
happiness may :he iiatoralixed in a :Capital^ 

At' her .brother^' bqifee^ CaTol^e hwi^ 
an opportfumty Vf seeing a society th^ 
was neW' to4ier^ that qf th^ profeseional 
men of the first j^rsiutocegt both in taw ^md 
medicine^ the men df science^ and <>Flite^' 
Fature, witb 9i;;hote Alfred anni Erasmus 
haii; been .for years < asniduonsly : cbltlTat^ 
ing acquaintance. They w^re now happ^ 
te 'mee{iatiAlfwd*s hbuse^ for they il9ce4 

VOiL. IV. E 
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and esteemed him, and tbi^ §otmd fam 
wife and sister sensibUi irdl mformed 
womeiif to whom tbeir ooni^et^atioii w«a 
•of i!eal amoaement aod ifi^jbnictMn i wdt 
wbo^ m rettkni) knew hew to nako Ibeitft 
fee} at ease; in. their soeietj^ and to eniivea 
^wt leisure hows by ihe.happy micStoif^ 
oftemale.aj^dghttinessandelegiiiieeu €a^ 
Toline ncw^ saw the literary and sci^iAi^ 
world to the best advantage, N^t tlM 
amateHtfl^ or the mere show peo|^ hmt 
those 'whov reaUy excelling and fedUngi 
^dr Qim^ taperiority, had too madbipBidcv 
aad too little time to wasta upon . idfe 
flattery^^oc ivhat to them nmre stnpidy 
uninteresting parties. Those who v^sed 
tlo go to Lady S|nIsbQry*s> air toi Lady 
Angelica Headin^MunTa, olr wim weiM 
aeea there^ perhaps^, once or tivke iw 
^ seas^ as. a greal famr aad. hiniei^ 
woidd c^/three or &nr ev^wnga etcoqi 
week at Alfred*^ and. spend there as 
nmh. tkne as. thms bnsiiiess WmU; nan. 

• « • • . ' 

Thus Garoliiie foui^ bfitstelf placed at 


doce am ctrnmnidrnjoWy^B ta^etft^mg 
Hteraxy and scientifii^ fay metro ofhiip 
tm> brotfaert and ti«ir friefids^ ^*-^lftie §MH 
levS) the firslh Unte of discoverlssy m^ 
Teotbns^andKteraiypre^ds, she l^anl 
from time to titae diycosded; Thos^ fneH 
06talent8, who siie had liea«d were to fce 
seea al cootier^isRejmev^ or^ i;i4i€9n fill» had 
had a ^uapse in fine society^ novv* ajipear- 
cd in a neir pKubiit of vieur^ and t» the best 
wikf?dea^<^% wstl|oat tho9e pi^teiisiioQS 
and rivabhips, with which .tliey some* 
tiflacs are afflicted in jiubSc; or thost 
alRbctatiraia and siirj^artties^ which they 
often are supposed to assume^ tor ohtain 
Botbriety amongr^perspns inferior tp th^m 
itt intelleet^ aod superior in Atshion.*---*^ 
instead of pLajying^ a$ %\s^ s^meitimes 
did^ a^lfdsetgameto aAinde^ multitude^ 
thry tmre obliged flow to 4x^ thidt 
nA fioM) and play flihr with oiie ah<: 
oiiibr^ 

Sir' JiNnes3laf#i&^ti telli m, that H 
\i^4»)p ':fSlm^ ^e^^ played ttt 

tt^s? gamea^iai ipiibHe^ had a* wa}* c«f 
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^xcffifitig the admiration &nd amazement 
of Jthe commoner port of spectators, by 
producing-beaps of golden counters, arid 
seeming to stake immense snms, when: 
all tl^ time they had previously agreed 
among one another, that each guinea 
ahculd \ stand for a shilling, or each, 
hundred . guineas for one. So that in 
fact, two modes of calculation were used 
for the initiated. and uninitiated, and this 
e^pjEeHc and exoteric practice goes on 
cgnjti9ually to this hour, ambn^ literary 
perfqnpers in the intellectual; as well 
^ ai^ong. courtjera in the fashionable 

world. -rr-r ^ ^ . > 

Aljl thisi. frotii the conversation which 
she now h^^i^d behind the. scenes, Ca- 
|-43line fli^d an pppor^iinity ojf seeiiig, and 
she was much jedifii^d and lunused; he* 
^jcj^jt^e pleasure i»f; studying celebrat- 
ed chai:aqter^, find persons of eminieot 
merit, at their ease and at her own, Ca-^ 
foline; had, now .'Pppqrtunifies oF sei^g 
i^ost pf tho3e;o)bjec]ts:of jrati(»)al curiosity', 
tr^i^b ^it|] (^ady Jane. ' Granville . had 
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x^k prbfaibited^ hk^niaikiais tmk. ' With 
itien of sense *she fouiid it was bat tmu* 
vm^ tan, to use her ^y^' for thd pur{K>S€t 
of instruction or entertaininenti - ^ f*' 
' When . her brothers were too madk 
engaged to go with her anycwhere sh< 
wished^ some of thfeir friends were ge* 
oerally ready to attend her. With' Mrs! 
Alfred Percy she saw CTery thing in th^ 
best manner^ in the company of well 
infobned^oides^ who were able to point 
out what was essential to be observed^ 
ready to explain, and to illnstrate, to 
procure far them all those- privileges and 
advantages as spectators, which couiinoo 
gasers are defied/. bnt wUch liberal and 
enlightened men are ever mjt dhly re^f 
to allow, but eager to proisnre for intetli-j 
gent unassuming females. . ' * 

. Among the gentlemen of le4l*ning, ta^ 
lents, and eminence in Alfred's 6Wn 
profession^ whom Caroline had the faonoi^ 
of , seeing • at her brotbc/s, were Mr.* 
Friend, the Jriend of* his early years atf 
the bar ; and that great luminairy^ w>o 


Ih arliigiMroiWt Imd <iiedred alid^gaUed 
Jm» in bk ^acetit, " > ■ It iMs Imu i Mt 
elMifwe to CafDtifie^ lo: ive tbe wokmn 
in which her iNMither wastcoiuarianed ai^ 
ttMtedchgr hit ' iofMBiDtBy .iqiialiij waA /sn- 

iKficfiOiit iMjTi is^^ tflMitaoiiy to Ainw% 

INienttaf^. gratify to fiee Witi disttof^ 
gokhi^d^ ttot only Jb^ the tipiNKihatiMij 
lut «0metiling moa^ bf 4vi nsgoMi ^cf 
Mch e /fDBQ at tie Lflpd Gbief Jh»dm« 
it WW jMi^sa^lQ far fi.ii^imanitkeCiav 
lv»ttntyiM% lo be jdtritt^k ;iMfli ihftt ^mfMVf 
0ri(y ^ Intdtteot) jg#«d bfecRttng^ ani 
^i^-flcliri 8bA <x|tidily infMsiye iilw* 
W fiKBfai^ «wn: iiad it aot htem l«« 
^Miii»tBtdiNi fajr >so «itidi ^leaaly, ^oaUl 
escape his penetPatioa/anil beoevofencew 
He sftilr tb^ genuine afiecdeH ^she bore 
her br^Otberi and was ffeaaed to gratify 
her b^ 4^ Raises of Al&ed. Tkk Chief 
Jdatic^ was in4irstatioTi> land of an age^ 
whew fNraise can be bonfcrred without 
^t^K^}^t^% Hud withoiUt hurtiii^ tl^ 


cdM ia it^^^ At Girolioe omM^ m apc < l » 

<f Cionttoh onafilktient^ <9Q«iiftfed 1p 
'IwABe ftoqi litm, ani :m coiv»m:coiii, 

, Ahwk 418 iiac J^. T^nsple came tp 

l^iUibil^fmfdf ) tiiat a ship was actudly ovr 

^^l^r^ft^ilbeattivadinesftto carrjimu oQbii 

IMfeMkfid eaitjasiy^ ^m Mr. Slaiav bad 

' mdbrraped ii ibat iCufiuioghaAi ^ Falcontfr 

4iad fim XJiiOft etea^p^ tr preteaicei ^t 

'iMwjr*, despatcbes^' vtbe- li^t Lotd- Old* 

boroQgh said be sboiild evcv wcei^ 

^«t>m yiti ai -envoys bad now airtved) 

kf4 TcMf^ Wti^.%o set out immeimidfp 

— *^ So far Hcff 'bis imn ^bosiaess ; when be 

4>ad firii^kl iMs^ be took AHred askfe, 

«|yd tcM ^ Imoi, tbiit witb tbe despatcbes 

from Germany^ Lord Oldborougb bad 

received a l^ter from Coimt Altenberg^ 

gWbag an account t>f tdanniu]^ revoln- 

tioni^ry symptoms^i wbicb. bjad appeayi^ 


it.. 
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ia tbe esajntdX, apd ki the provtivres^ in 
the dbtoinidBS of his sovereigo-^T-t^LoFd 
-CHdbom^h httd ^own Mr.. Temple 
what related to public affiuni^ hot had not 
:pvX the whole letter lata hit hands. — r- 
All that Mr. Temple ccnild jfK%e f^poifi 
-what he »ad was. itfaat tb« Ck>uat*:s mind 
Mas most seriously occupied with: the daif- 
(gerous stale of public affiirs'm bis coun- 
try— " I should hare thought/' added 
Mr. Temple, ^^ that the whole of this 
'commubicatiQa was entirely of a political 
-uature, bmt that iu the last pdge» which 
.Lord Oldborough put into my hand, the 
. catth words at the bottom were Countess 
ChrlsHna:' 

Alfred observed, *^ that without the 
aid of Rosamond's imagination to supply 
something more, nothing could be made 
of this. — However, it was a satisfaction 
to have had direct news of Count Alten- 
: berg.'V 

The next day Mr. Temple came for 
Alfred. — ' — Lord Oldborough desired to 
see him. — 
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" Whatever bis business may be^ I am 
sure it is important and interesting/ said 
Mr. Temple ; '* by this time I ought to be 
trell aequi^liited with Lotd^OIdborough, I 
know the signs of his suppressed emotiou. 
and' I have seldom seen bim put such 
force upon bimsell^ to appear calm/ and 
to do the* business of ibe dky,* before ' ha 
should yield ' bis ;mind to what pressed: 
on his secret ' tfaongfats -t-*Iii' my opi^' 
aibn yoorwill now hear more, and iHik 
liiat can be haard, about'Count 
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^one.g^ntlcHien iwmai 4fae bityabovt m 
)oiin ivlMfa /AAfivd terimd. Hit LtedU 
AipV latteiiiioa %«» :gtv€b *te'tirtfy )tb 
tUs. bmimls^ 4^ tlie leugA of ftime 
Which the n^adatbn «taUI^ tlngr tmii 
MSikA*^ patiehiM> tbut the mitaiiter ailr 
with immovable composufe)^ 4iU .^y 
knew Uieir own minds, and till they 
departed.-*— Then^ the loan at once dis- 
missed fh>m his thoi^hts^ he was ready 
for Alfred — ; — 

*^ Yon have married^ I think^ Mr. 
Alfred Percy, since I saw yon last — I 
congratolate yon.** 

His Lordship was not in the habit of 
noticing: sach common events; Alfred 
was surprised and obliged by the interest 
in his private a|birs, which dds congrator^ 
ImioA denoted* . 
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^ I cdtigratnlate yon, Kr, ))ecaii8e t 
xxnAetstmi yon liave married a womati 
€^ sense. To mairy a fool-— to form— or 
to have any connexion with a fbol^** con- 
tiiitted Uis OLoi^faip, his conntenance 
changing remarkably as lie fepoke — **! 
eoiioeWe to he the greatest evil, the 
^ii^est «nrse, ^at can be 'inflicted on 4 
mandf ^ense.^ 

He walked across the room ivith long^ 
firm, jndlgnsnlt s^des -^^'{hen iStoj^hig 
short, he eltclllim«d, 

•^^ Lettrts Se vachet ! — — ^Dangeron* 
instmments in bad hands! • • . Asivhsti 
Iff* ■no*'?—— Bnt 606 good purpose they 
Ki]is««i«<j -^Tbey pttt it ^ ^e power ilr 
^tbe.'heild «f eVery ndble hotts^'td JSsoWn. 
taiA to^4i^pnve of the liberty to dii^ratift 

htmifm. iSia >^fi to ^atmSt dkpetkft 

AM^ '#ti9 ' hf 'no ifttkt^^jitfsed ttf 
jAt^ to pi«ii^-«v«D of iSbhiiw 6f ic Uihk 
dkiOuflMylM 'iibditr'tfk-iAi^klt a pro- 
per time to argnie the pd^i»%l) '^ 
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Lord 01iU)oro]igh was Qnder the >nfliia!ice 

o€ some, strong passion. Alfred MnnUed 

in silence^ till he should explain bimself 

further. 

. His Lordshifr unloc)^ a dtsk, and 

produced a letter. 

" Pray, Mr. Percy . . • . Mr. Alfred 
Percy, have you heard any tbiiig laidy 
of the Marchioness of TwicUenhaai? *" 

*' No, my lord--'' 
. Alfred, at this instant, i^ccdlecud the 
whisper which he ha4 once hefird ^t 
chapel, and he added—" Not of late, 

myjlord.'' . . 

^ There,**: said Lord QUbormigh, 
piit^og a, letter inta Alfred's bands -^ 
^ Thei^, is the sum of w^ I ha?e 
beardJ' 

Th^ l^tteiy was fro^ithe Qkil^of Grwn* 
^h, ipfonoin^ Loid Ojfilyn'iNi^i tSM 
an unfortunate disqf^tery had been madii 
gf an qffok JMstjiriteii .the Maischioiietf of 
XwieKenhani and« a certaiia Captain Bel- 
lamy^ which rendered an ionnediate se|Mtr 
tatipp «eces8»j. ^ . ,: ^ 
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'' So ! •' thdogbt Alfred, '' iny brother 
Godfrlsy bad a fine escape of this fair lady.*' 

^^ I faave, seen her ofiee abce I re- 
e^ived that, letter, and I /never will see 
b^r aginn,** said Lord : Qldborough — 
" that's past — all that donceros her is 
.|»ast'aiid'irremedialde— ^Now as to the 
fatorey and to what concerns- mysel£ 
I hare been informed ■ bow tndy . I 
cannot say — -* that some tane ago a ra«> 
moor, a snspiciolfi of this infrigne, ' was 
wbispefed in what they call the fashionf' 
. Me world/' r 

^^ I bdieye that ymr Lordship has 

h^tt truly informed,** said Alfrt^d — And 

he then ramrtioQc^ tbe whisper he had 

» 

hMrd atthe chapil. . ^ 

^^ Ha ! -^Farther, it has been assettedtd 

nse, Aat abint was given to AeManjliis of 

: !Sni^t^vii»m, of tihe diWfger of sikletfiig 

.that . . ^ • "wliat^'the manVname-^Bib 

lufy.-^ to be so^near his^ti^ -J-Atid.tfaat 

1^ biutW;as disregarded;'* : . . . .. I) 

] ^^Xb# /Marqpip tM ^ry ,i«eakly, ;iir 

very wickedly," /pi^^^^ffd,. v^: /. j t .u 


^^ An fm^eiiMBB Is ^flbness^ ^Sir , ^a 
kadir^*-— but te oor poiiit-*-~ I have 
been assumd^ liwt tbe fietwil :disdo wi^ of 
ihm iutrigae nvtis nmde m ike Af ar^te 
Mnaie moaAis ]^re^oiiB to the'bitilh <of ^fa 
cbild' — AuA cbfftbe ftiibore n» ttkt ^ariy 
aitice <tf iki9, lest iitw^t aiTdMtbfe ie^ 
gitimacyadf ^at cbil^. iAtfter tbe biiifk 
bf r&m linftiit -^ ti-boy *-^ ^stibslfiiCient i^^ish 
cRtiDiis iDii tk^ patt kif tlie M«^biMe^^ 
tke ]\forqiiis imnAd ¥aake it ^|ip^ar>"gtl¥fe 
dae to liis fii^st ^n^ptoien^. <'-«^— ^€^9 ^¥^ 
tbese are tbe points^ of wb'klii as nyf 
fii^n4 'SUif^' ^as Ja p^oKe^kmlJai<n> I 
Aes&reyoo t«0.a»bertain)fbie Wfitli. ffUpfe^ 
fcots Are>i|$ I have Vbu^ %e^^i f 'pf^ 
some no diyorce cim .%e li^dKy 'tfb^ 
Mikwd/* 

rf<l%6n >I^«m4iet^it fan ,iiimnfif io^ 
4^ ipnf^jAMti^ fotr %ift>TflAattion " 

«ioii», Alfred assiiMd tiftd %e ^iflfl ^fiilfit 

Ids tbbnisstsft 1^ lill Ate dMw^Boii 


, y Xbe »xt flkxsf^'' tocmtktaca Ixmi 

I. msh io iMjr ;all tbarfc^ is ONvesMrjr «| 
encse^ tltfot it nay be :bateisMd ^tk tof 
terad^^Vonr nejet fsti^p^ sa|>]iifeiog tto 
fiu^ tb 'be ascwtaitted, *ii^ f^ with tUe 
lirtter-^^Hiy cmMMr to ifaedlhikiB 0f GndeiH 
trich-^M^'KSce httt rTiffaw tjitfiBMig Mtm|Otiii^ 
lb ttalMrai of ^»te<)Cf^n€e Im^e "HolMIng 
to de i^h w cijlaitof^ p^o^e^^^^d *ivM 
die ;prkid}ml«. •^^^'-^fnidw ki lAe* first 
pl«e5 ^ 41 1«i#^) Aim their <A%w«e is 
miMltiifiride — !^%iiti 'shdW-^life Msrqnis; 
Aat %% ^^Mtd^ M% 'MA 4B^ 4lrir >b)' 

would be glad of a prl^awt ii# dtoblflKg 

tbe pi^kfMi k^cm^ifll^^^S^^^^^^^ i^n^ 
iHe t@^e«Wic5b fasHl^ <H^ ieait 46^ 
and be feat's the worl3- j - 4m ^dlMJi WSH 
ate liJ b H^hie 8i»IMili(<»4i ^wMm £Ar1he 
dissolation of friendship. H^ 4s \k ^ffMk 
mmi fami nif«r '<hMs t«tad wich^rft a 
pretext; but show him that a<^*QSf4l' 
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Mk ready to break 'with Imb at cotm^U, 
io the House of Lords^ eo a htiadred 
pQlkkal po«ts, .Dd let him sUeld him, 
adf as be may from the reproach of do^ 
seitioD^ by leaving the blame of quarrel 
on my impracticability, or on wfaatiie 
Will, I care not *~ so that my fiiaiily be 
3aved from^ the ignominy of ^voroe*'" 
• As ke sealed his letter. Lord Oldr 
borongb went on in abrupt S€«tdnoe&. f r 

^^ I never condted on a wteik msmtb 
friendship -*-= — -^icatn do without his Giace 
r^ — — Wctoan ! Woman ! -The same — 
lever sidce the bc^nning^f the lirorlid ! *" : 

Then turning to Alfred to deliver tha 
letter mto Vis hand^ 

i ** Your broiher^ Major Percy, Sir . >** 
1 .Aunk t red^lept . . .He was b^eP;^ 
^ WfiBt Indies/' 

<> ^^Iliimi* jwt tiiinkii^ so, my Lwd^*! 
said'Aifrtd-:. \- *: ■ ^ r ,.: ■, r 

: *^ ' Yfes — • Bettor /enclinnt^ : the, , pl$ffm 

lha«Afi)0V* ; i I , . :» ;: j 

.;.^LMd •01db#r^fi^ ?:hl4i1i0fei^ b0f<«re* 
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his Qiece^s pwtialily f cnt Godfre j> . bttt k# 
i^oitEbbip BOW adde4> / 

V . ^^ Mftjai* Percy's .hpnqmUf, ceddact 
is not QokjiQwn } I tnist booontUb etei- 
duct never was, . imd oeyer will be^ lost 
upon me. ■ This to the Ddie <if 
Greenwiefa . . . and this to the Marquis 

it was to he, IjrcyiacefthAt • •.. 


.tbtsCaptain BdUamy.is the §fiUant 
Had it been ^ypur brotjhe^i Sir, eooU 
4bQre hftre been m; l^ve in jthe ^se • •* • 
not, observe, that 1 b^Jjjsve in love, 
much ^e^s ani Isnbject .to.Uie w^akpess 
of reowse — r.bot.a tw}|ige;ipi^ have 
seized my mind --^ 1 Qigbt possibly hate 
been told, that tbe:Man^hllH»ess w¥ mtr* 
ried tigaiost ber ii^jUni^n -rrr-Pit I am 
.1^ e^se on that poipt'<^ Ady jodgsient of 
her was right. — — Yon will let me hnoip, 
ifiqne wordf the i:e^n^ ^fyoi^r negotia- 
tion withoot entt^ng into pa^tioii^fs.-r' 
JPiy^qifey qr t^p diyofce, is fdl I iniisfa to 
hear. ^ l 

. Alfred did not know all the direAqi- 
i^mqiis f4 ^ '^archiooeaa of Tfiieken- 
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ner m which it hail heM iniBted afMHi 
i>; hw mni^ od^nH^e lie windd hate 
Ml pSSigMMtr^mefAB^ ifaM liMt^Hiiefa' 
WnOTT (bit, ittt^e «tertt uiibMditig.*Mi»*: 
•MlMr <3l tb^Maif^ FbiiieMpd-u Lord 0}d»? 
4 n rptjj ^ was<hy<ib« apinkm^ that' be Mi 

• at. tlM «tiM |tK%«d arid mitfmk - io tSie-bect 
-flmiMr fKMb)e/np aftev «f eUfa ccvdli 
iiMdas Mil 4odbt db6^ii|ti«0fi>f iii^'ai^ 

• dacMoft, %i* «bMl4it:all akaka hafti 4li bli 

' 'll%fiNKlaaba%iiMr^%t8 M^M, 

^ ia *&ab ^i^^-^^no' dhnoMay aigr 
-^ ;» Thbtffi %ell^ 1 dbank y4o, SI 


ties -^Aott evite whcNJher there was »te tx^^a 

AIIVe3w48 ecfnmiisdiatied by the llidte 
tif 4Swetiwixli ta4e3frer ft message, whieh^ 
liheHJhe messages of the Crod^in Homer^ 
be delivered verbatip^ and without com* 

^' jli» Otffeeoi ^reetiwtck firat«& Lmed 


QM bor wi i^ will Ulicfe, AmC taotwidN 
staadmg the nnfmrtunate circoiMta^Mi^ 
wUdt: <l«Mfared ni iwiie 'd^gim: Ae 
fiinitf coanesiei^ oft. tras tfe fiiiiliitftl 
pMsiUa fitm ^ QmethMhk or Ataoghtt^ 

itf-fjvi««t8 ittliDg^ asid piiblie^^d|A«i| 
l lwtM hB««cUrtd 1ijFai67aMiiui€oaip»j 

> 

' Lofd <Mdi)oii«i9h amibd in wariiH*^ 
MidiU&Ml tMii.ataytxijr'tnmteiMd M 


. w.> 


• • •■# 


Ite destwd> iof idiibritig •'with iiim on jffiM^ 

ljiribdd».>toi)«f tkit t«'A» wMMMtidK^Aiiw 
of .Greentrkh^ and liis ^de fMtapterik 
bim ito ^sl»ir tbk to iiis Grace^ m^ ^^^ 
nwikk He ;€antied it Mitb a4igli hated 
£Eir(E ithArt tkae, Iwt #M(I ^riittst -be fc^ 
most secare, and when all seemod to bend* 
aiod how before bis gonitis and bis s^ay, 
mmf KBtrawMtanpft tqd Mtny {>ei«oai 
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wHfe combining to work Uie : ciaini£Ai i>f 
|iiB>power. » > ^i f, 

t One of the first sl%hi cupcianstfiiioe^^ 
irhicfa «ho<di bis^/mdr, ^eas a speech hei 
|md macte 'to some gcutlemati aboat tbitf 
preseBiatioii of the Deakiery to Biick^ 
tmr&t JTalcoiier. . It had been inrppio^eil 
by nMiny, who knew the eonrtswhicll 
Commissioner Falconer paid- txr LorcY 
OkttxHrongh, that it wae . ihrotogh bis 
Xiordsfcip*s interest^ that thit pr^rsteit 
was given to the son ; but wheat iMso 
pecsw taking this for gvaaliedy $pek»< of 
k ta* hia Lairdahip, he kidignaatly din- 
olakned aM part in the transaction^ and 
it ia $aiil> : that he added, ^^ Sir, I knonr 
what is dMftto private eegard^ as a nifin -^-^ 
s^d as a ministex^ what mutt be yielded^ 
to. parliamontmy infliieace ; bnt I never 
c^tdd biav^ ^v«^ jtheiheatowkig eeoiesi^ 
4$ticAl ben^ficQ^and.diiinityiiponianyoflie, 
^hpse :cQudil^ mm not his first recami- 
mend^tictn/* r * -■*^^ 

/.This/^eecb^ made in a moment ;j0f 
proud and perhaps nognarded indtgna* 
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tion, was repeated with additions, sup-^ 
|NPes8k)iK> variations, and comrtients.— i-' 
Any thing will at conrt serve the pmi^ 
po(»^ of those who wish to inf ofe, and it 
is incoMeiyaUe what mischitf was done^ 
to the minister by this slight circnoi-' 
stance-^ In liie ilri^ place, the nobleman 
high in office, and the family connexion? 
of the 'nobleman who had made the ex- 
cbaoge of livings, and given the |>romise 
of tb^ ' Db^nery to Bishop Clay, viftte 
'^^iiefided ;bey<md redemption,— r because, 
lliey were in the wrong. — Tbaii;i«il ^Ifo 
bt^'d^e, or wi^ed to 4o Wrong W9kai-* 
lar ia3tiM:io?99 wlete dis^eased t)y re£betioa 
or by ^atitilBii^on -r- But : chiefly^ Lord 
pidborong h was in^ired 'by inifirepi^sslM-i 
tation in the quarter, wjb<»?e ^t was of^mo^t 
eoDsei^ntse to h«U to >pt9Dserve i his in- 
floento. ' It was^ ^c^MttnleA by the faighcBt 
authority into^* dwrespoet^ \mA c an < inijpe-^ 
taom^ deiirf -to 'fiiiGroaieb om rfiwrcr, tb- >cmi-f 
trcd prerogative, and to smhdoe^ die laind 
«<tf bis sQvfet^igqi lokidiottsarts^had ' Ic^ig 
bei^ir.tsfCfQ^j <W>rikyedi!tOf i t rfiiop' these 
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ideas; 9Bd ithea once the jeakiasy oi 
power was tKcited^ e¥eiy trifle cenfifmedf 
tl|e scispicicmj wluchX>0rd. (MdiK>voiigh*l| 
^tiQoijirtierlike cbiricter was litde ealea^ 
Intad ta dispeL His popi^kritjs nour gave 
umbrage, and it was hiiited^ tbalr ht wtsbeA 
to make bioiself tbie imkpeftdent^m^&r 
ef tl^ pec^le. 

The afl^rs of the. cotuUry pvos|wred^ 
however, ihider his. adxoiai&tratibn $ tiMpe 
waa trouble, there woe hazard in change; 
It was argaed, that it was best to wait at 
kAst :fDr some reverse of fortune in mrar^ 
or some symptooi eS domestic dhcoittettt> 
Wfinre an attempt is|ioiihl faeimidetodi^ 
|»hbce tUs ministerf fioormidabfe hy his ta^ 
leiits^ imd hythe awe his oommandin^ 
dmrader intpmdL 

The hafatt of conAderice anddslerened 
lisff his geniuis^ aaBd'hU^vity remained^ and 
to fa» no difieiteiioe for some tittls^ ap^ 
peaoed^ m ecmeeqdMMe <tf ^bre seerM^-^ 
decay €f> fwMp4 

Cbnmcibsiom* i)iii(xlneF^tifflid,^anxion^^ 

BSfiliesv«*kwas'4itp4se4 tiy dreainstaiteo 


PATRONAfiS 9* 

«nd \^ natBre^ or by second toaCiire, to 
Uie vigilance of a dependant's life; accoiH 
tomed to watcb and consnh daUy die 
barometer of conrt &y^, he soon fdt tktk 
eomiog storm ; and tbe ■KMneiit he savi! 
progiMsties of the chanjge, he tremblKl^ 
and considered how he shonUt best pror* 
vide for bis own safety before the how oi 
danger arrived.-^-Niafiiermift libels a^nst 
the minister appeaced> which Losd Old^ 
boroi^h newer read, but the/Conunission*^ 
0*9 with his best spectades^ read them alL 
For be well knew and believed ishil tho 
aage Selden saitfa, that^ 

^^ Tboiigh some imake sli^bk of libelsy 
yet yon m^ see fay them how tbe wriadt 
^ts.'* , ^ 

After delenrnningbf the ih^pmngvpofi 
tibae straws whficii way thejfttnd eel). ti» 
Commimoner begaa With. aU. :poefcib)» 
sl^anddaxterky to trim, hb boat*. Biit 
cIntafOBs trimmer theo^i bm^mBr ttkb 
'^presdettt of change,** he. did not yefc 
Ibmsae fi^imwhatiqnartartfaeBtohn wonU 
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' While the Commissioner was foreseeing 

and pre)>aring for the downfal of his 

patron,' Lord Oidboroogh was silently 

collecting prooi^ of the duplicity of Can- 

ninghain Falconer, of the intr^es he 

had^ been carrying on abroad, and at; 

home, to have • himself appointed embas-* 

sador to Denmark by the Greenwich' 

influence, in case of a change of ministry,' 

er at all events, in despite of Lord Old* 

borough, by whom he had been recalled.. 

-r^CcNMit Altenberg's letters had unveiled 

com|Vle);ely the Envoy's treacheiy as ht. 

ad it related to his intrigues abroad, and 

other friends delected som^ of his' ida- 

noenrres with r politicians at hame,_to 

whom he had endeavored to pay court, 

by betraying 'ccmBifetice' reposed in him 

i^peeting theTourville pq^ers. . Much: 

of the mischief Cunningham had done' 

drisigre^ minister stiU c^rated^ unknown^ 

to his/xmsuspidous /mind : but raffid^nt 

was revealed,' to \ determine^ Lord Oldr' 

bdrough to dtsiniss himfrbm all future:. 

hopes of his favor ; and, as it was^is^Lwd-- 
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sbip's castom when he felt contempt^ to 
discard Cunningham for ever from bis 
thoughts. 

'* Mr. Commissioner Falconer,** fce he- 
gan one ihorning, the moment the <pom- 
missioner entered his cabinet, ^^ Mr. Com- 
missioner Falconer,** in a tone whicb in- 
stantly dispelled the smile at entrance 
from theCommissioner's countenance, and 
in the same moment changed bts whole 
confignrature, 

** My confidence is withdrawn from 
your son, Mr. Cunningham Falconer— for 
sever — and not without good reason — As 
you may ... if you are not aware of it 
already ■. . . see, by those papers^*' r 

Lord Oldborough turned away^ and 
asked his' secretarie;s for his red box — as 
lie was going to Council 

Just as he left bis cabinet, he looked 
t)ack, and said 4 

*' Mr. Falconer, you should kiiow, if 
you be not already apprised of it, that 
your son, Cunningham, is on his road to 
Denmark — You should be aware, that 

VOL. IV. r 
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•the journey is. not made by my' desfre^ 
or by his Majesty^'s order, pt by any 
official authority — consequently, be is 
traveling to the* eburt of Dentnark at 
his own expense or yours —^^^ Unless he 
can prevail upon his <jrrate of Grei^ri- 
wich to defray bis ambassadorial ti-a- 
velliitg charges, or can afford to >*rait for 
them tiir a total change of administra- 
tion — ^ Of which, Sir, if I see kny symp- 
toms to day in council/* added his 
Lordship, in the totie of bitter irony, 
" r will gite y 5u fair ' tabtite ~ for fatr 
dealirig is \)v^hat 1 practice-** 

This said, the Minister kft the' Com- 
missioher to digest his speech as he 
might, atid repaired to Cotihcil, 'where 
he fotmd every lUilig dpparently as, 
smooth as usual, and ^here he Was re- 
ceived by all, especially by the highest, 
with perfect consideration. 

Meantime Commissioner^ Falconer was 
wretched beyond escpression, 'wtetih^ 
in thfc certainty th^t' his son, thai lie 
himself, had probably Ibst,' irrecovei^abjy. 
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one^ excellent patrod^ before they bad 
seoui-ed, evien io case of change^ au- 
o&er— This premature discovery , of 
Gamitegham^s intrigties totally discon- 
certed and oTerwfaelmed hiiH; and, ia 
tbe bitterness of Ins hearty he carsed the 

• 

dnpiicKly^ wbiefa he h^ taagfat and ea- 
oonraged stiU vaove byexaakphrtban Jby 
precept. But Cunnngban^s duplicity 
faad .more . and closer folds than Im own 
«>*«CiihiUngham, donoeited of^ h|s diplo- 
matic genius, and fearfnl of the i^saJatioMis 
tnnidity of his father, did nqt trn^t that 
father with the fenowledge of all bcididj 
or: faulf : of ^hat he in|fndedri> 90 tjbut 
the Comnussioiief, who had thought 
hdmsslf . rat the; bottom . of every! thi^^,. 
nowibawd tliatlie^too, hiad ibeten cheat: 
ed h^ his son with £dbse ootkfidences^ and 
> w«s/i»vdh)ied byliim in the conse^nfafs 
ofa sebtaH^iof '#bich'helhadlnd¥eir. heen 
the ail^ittn .Thb Cdibmifisioiieif wosild 
never :hav^ advised {th^ 'setting. ioaton« a 
1 1 joiinley to thejeourt ,of j DeplitK^ bt .Ifis 
^ pi«iraie)ta|)rfi8e^ omthd $sith;of ^p^mubs, 

F ^ 
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on the liope of a change of ministry/ ou 
the private assurance that he shotddbe 
accredHed, and that his services should 
be rewarded by the iiew admihistratioA. 
Conamissioiier . Falconer knew too weU, 
by the experience of Cumberland and 
others^ the fate of those, who suffer them-- 
selves to be lured on by second-hand 
TMioaiises ; and who venture^ without be- 
ing publicly acknowledged by theb' em- 
ployers, to undertake any diplo'riiatic 
mission. Nor would Cunningham, whose 
natursd disposition to distrust was ^great- 
er than bis father's, have sold himself to 
wiy political tempter without first sign- 
ing and sealing the •compact, bad- he 
been in possession of his cod judgment, 
and had he been in any other than the 
desperate circumstances in which he was 
^ced. He was' at once indsnsed and 
t'errified by Lord Oldborough^s unex- 
pected recal — After having delayed, by 
every imaginable pretence, to obey, till 
kis Lordship's orders were repeated in 
that peremptory toile, which left him bo 
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fiirtber possibility of evasion^ he dreaded 
Jta .appear before the haughty irritated* 
aninister; and, perhaps, his secret con- 
science whispered, that his recal might 
be. in consequence of the detection of 
^me of his intrigues. In this dilemma, 
deceived also hy promises from the 
Crreenvirich party, and by the news from 
home^ that the immediate dismission or 
resignation of Lord Oldborongb was ex- 
pected ; Cunningham had ventured upon 
this bold stroke fc^r an embassy. 
. On Lord Oldborough's return from 
Council, the Commissioner finding, iirom 
his secret informants, that evei^y ihing 
had.goAe on smoothly; and being dver* 
awed by the confident security of the 
minister, began to doubt his formed be- 
licff, and jin spite of all the symptoms of 
ch^ngCj was now inclioed to think, that 
none would take place — The sorrow and 
icoutrition witlj which he next apjiieared 
beCbre Lord Oldborough were, thei^fore, 
truly sincere; and when he foudd him- 
^ self.alon^ once more with his Lordshipi 
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tatrneBt was tke vehMieiice with which 
he ditdaimed his tinworthV son* and 
disavowed all kiiowledge. of the trans* 
ftction. 

'^ If I had steri cau^ to believe^ that 
you h&d any part in this transaction-. 
Sir, you woidd not be here at this mo* 
mei£t — Th^ilefof*, your protestations are 
tsup^rfluous — Npne would .be accepted if 
i^ were 'necessary ." 

Thfc wry clrcnmstaaice o£ the soo^s 
not having^^ tnfUed^ the* lafehlcr cdn^etely 
sareid th?* Conlmisstomiri for tl£s:tiine9 
froBi utmr fvm — ^^Hle toefc'bt*tith — and 
pr^s^ntly -T- Oh, weak man! doonaed 
never to kilow.bow to deal with a strong 
c^ari^tejr^ — fancying that his inteifcdssioQ 
lu^^ avail' for bis son^ and that the 
pride of Lord Oldborough m%ht be ap- 
pe&;sed*> aad might be suddenly wroYtght 
to fofgiveness, by that tone imd posture 
of submission and supplication used 
only by .the subject to offended. Majesty, 
J^ actually threw himSelf at the feet of 
,the wuaist^r. 
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xpyson." . 

" 1 beseech ypq, Sir!'*— cried Lord^ 
Ol^boro.vigh — eadeavQjipi^ to Sttpp^il^im 
from kneeling — The Comniis^ionpr snp^ 
instaiytrly on his knee. ^ 

*^ Never will the unhappy, fa^hgr risq 
till hi^ son be restored to, your favpr^ »y 
Lord" 

" Sir," said Lord Oldbgrough— ^^ I 

have no favor for tho^ 7^)f9. ^^79 ^^ 
sense of honor — Rise, Mr* ]palcoijei> 
an4 let ^ not thue^ fajt^er degraf^ h^qself 
for the $qn — unqvaj^ngljf** , 

T^he accent;, ^fxd Iqokj "^ere. dc^isiyei 
the Commissioner roe.^ Inste^d-of being 
gratified^ his pi^tron^ s^med 8kocked| if 
not disgusted ; f^ from being prqpitiated 
by thjs sacrifice of dignity, it rende^e^ 
h^yn^tiU mare ay^j^e; and no cotwpla* 
tory om^n appe^aring, the Cooimissipner 
with4re»w; in , sijence^ repenting that h? 
had abated himself. — —After this som^ 
days and nights passed with the Cpnj; 
missioneK in all the horrors of indecision 
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— could the minister weather the storm 
OT not r — should Mr. Falconer endeavor 
to reinstate biniself with Lord Oldbo- 
rough, or secure in time favor with the 
thke of Greenwich ? — -Mrs. Falconer, 
to whom her husband's groans in the 
middle of the night at last betrayed the 
sufferings of his mind, drew from him 
the secret of his fears and meditations. 
She advised strongly the going over, de- 
cidedly, and in time, hut secretly, to the 
Greenwich faction. 

The Commissioner ]<new, that this 
conld not be done secretin/. The atten- 
tion of the minister was now awake to 
nil his motions, and the smallest move- 
ment towards his Grace of Greenwich 
must be observed and understood — On 
the other Itand, to abide by a falling 
minister was folly, especially when he 
had positively withdrawn his favor fron^ 
Cunningham, who had the most to ex- * 
pect from his patronage. Between these 
opposite difficulties, notwithstanding 
the urgent excitations of Mrs. Falcoqe r,^ 
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the poor Comtnissioner could not bring 
himself to decide^ till the time for acr 
tion was past. ' », 

Another blow came upon him, for 
which he was wholly unprepared — There 
arrived from abroad account's — of the 
rfailure of a secret expedition ; and the 
^yeneral, in his despatches, named Co- 
lonel John Falconer ' as the officer, to. 
whose ' neglect of orders he principally 
attributed the disappointment. — It ap^^ 
.p^red, that orders had been sent to 
hare his regiment at a certain place .'at a 
given hour.' At the moment these orders 
came. Colonel tfoha: Falconer was. out 
on' a shooting' party* Hie troops,^ of 
coarse,^ on whicit the General had re- 
Ued, cfidnot arrive in time, and. all his 
t^er combinations failed from this neg- 
lect of discipline, and disobedience. of 
orders. Cblonel FaTconei; was sent home ; 
to 1)^ tried by a Court Martial.: 

•^ I pity yon. Sir"— said Low! Old- 
JboMti]ghj alt Comibiissioi^er Falconer, . 
w^ite: a!s tohes, rc^d in. his presencte,, 

F. 6 
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these deBpatches ~« ^^ I pity yoa^ Sir^ 
firom fifty soul •^ Here is no fnult of yoars 
— The fault is mine.'* 
. It wafi one of the few faiilts of this na- 
tQve^ which Lord Oldb^oo^ had tsw 
comoiitted; Except in the instance of tibe 
Faldoner family^ n«ne coald name Wf^ 
whom his Lordship had placed in sitii»- 
tioBs, Smp which they were inadequate 
6r nnfili Of this single error he hadjiirf; 
foreseen the cohaeqnences ; they wirare 
more importaift, mote injmioiis to hini, 
and to the pidblic, ihan be oonftd have 
calculated or eonodved. r— it appeared 
now aa if the Falbcftier fflQsuly. wme 
doomed to be bis mhu ThaX the public 
-knew, ih general, tbtt John^ EiAaaner 
bad been promoted by minlrtarial fatvot. 
Lord Oldborobgb. whs awMei bnk ke 
ima^ed^ that tbe peciditor ardnnl- 
vstances of that a;ffiair wen ktiown only 
to himself', 4md to CommiBJioner Fid- 
conei^s fainfly. To bis astomAmenft he 
^und, at ibad critical nuMnent, tte^tthe 
irbole tFamaotioi4,:b»d nMhed the ear 
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of Msyesty^ an^ that it was soon pub- 
licly known. The Commissioner, with 
protestations and oi^hs, declared that 
t|ie secret had Qever, by his meaus> 
transpired^ It had been divulged by the 
baseness of his son Cunningham^ who 
betrayed it to the Greeawich faction. 
They;, skilled in all the arts of under* 
mining a rival, emjiloyed the mean^ 
that were thus put into; their power with 
great diligence and effect. 

It wsis observed at levees tbnit the So* 
vereign looked coldly upon the minister 
— E|i7ery courtier whispered, that Lord 
Oldborough had been certainly n)uch 
to blame -^ Disdainful of tbeir op^nioons. 
Lord Oldborough was sepsibly afiected 
by the altered eye of bis Sovereign. 

" Wba^ ! After a^l ipy services ! — r 
At the first cl^ngie pf fortune ! " ,, 

This .sentiment ^'w^led ifi hi; brcf^j 
but his^ countenance y^as rigidly caliQj 
his de^eaigor towards^ the cpurtiers 'and 
tcwvardf b^ cg^l^ag^es nMre^ha^n uwallji 
firm, if Bot Ifjtught]^, . . * 
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After the levee he demanded a private 
aadience. 

Alone with the King, the habitual iii- 
flnence of this great minister's snperioi' 
genins operated. The cold manner was 
changed, or, rather, it was changed in- 
volantarily. From one ** not used to^ 
the language of apology,** the frank 
avowal of a fault must have a striking 
effect. Lord Oldborongh took upon 
himself the whole blame of the disaster 
that had ensued, in consequence of his 
ierror, an error frequent in other minis- 
ters, uncommon in bim, almost unpre- 
cedented. 

He was answered with a* smile of royal 
raillery, that the peculiar family circum- 
stances, which had* determined his Liord-^ 
ship' so rapidly to promote that officer, 
imist, to all fkthers df femiKes andlieads 
o]F itouse^y if' mii to statesmen and gene- 
tats, be a sufficient and home apology. 

Conwdering^ the peculiar talent which 
Jbis^ 'Sovereign possessed, and in which he : 
j^ifiif^^y ihat^of iknoiiring the Connexions' 
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liod domestic affairs^ not only of the lia- 
bility near his person^ bnt of private 
individuals remote from his coixrt. Lord 
Oldbbrough had little cause to be sor- 
prised, that this secret transaction should 
b6 known to his Majesty. -— Something 
of: this his Lordship, with all due respect^ 
hinted in reply. At the termination of 
this audience, he was soothed by the 
condes6endit)g assurance, that whilst the 
cifpimstances of the late unfortunate 
reverse naturally created regret and mor- 
tification, no dissatisfaction with his mi- 
nisterial * conduct mixed with these feel- 
ings. On the contrary, he was assured, 
that fear of the effect a disappointm^it 
might have on the mind of the 'pMU^ 
in diminishing confidence in bis Lord*^ 
ship's e£R9rts for the good of the coonti:y> 
was the sentiment wliich had . l^^ivr^re^- 
the sfHrlts, and clouded th^ brow« o£ Af a* 
jesty.- ' • '. ' -..' '. /*; • ■ . • / ' ' 

^ His ixHHJlshiip retaroed thanks fw the 
graciobs .demeoMtrqtipift^ of tliete . senti^^ 
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4r^wr Ip tlj^ fnces Tind b^bavipur qf 

the, courtifii^, as in. a glpss, he saw re- 
Qect^d the truth. They all pretended 
to be in the utmost eopsteniation ; aiid 
b0 beard of nothipg but ^^ apprehensions 
foi; the) effect on the public mind,'' and 
" fears for his Lordship's popularity.*' 
-n — His secretary, Mr. Ten^ple^ beari}^ 
ifi^eedi inore of this than could -readi 
bis Lprdsbip's ear directly ; f/»r, even 
BOW, wb^n they thought tl)C|y foresaw 
Im fall, few had suiBcieot ^t^rage to 
bai^ard the tont^ of cdndolen^^e vith hard 
Oldboirough, or to eypo^^ the face pf 
hypocrisy to tie geveirity of hit pene* 
tratii^ e^ye* In secret every Qiean^ bftd 
beeA talf€*n to propagate in the city tb<9 
kiiiowled^ of aiJL tike circunijstaace^ that 
wera ui^avorable to the minisiter, aild to 
Increase the disaatis&otioh whidb any 
duBcki in. the succesis of our armies natUr 
rally produces. The tide of popularity, 
ndfiob had hiihtatoi supp^tod- the midis- 
tetv fiuddenjly ebbed, amdibe fell, iii»pBb? 
libiiipmoil^ uptfa wtoBi&ing. Fapidtttyi 
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For the nu>Bieut all was forgotten^ but 
tJbart hjB was the person who had pro« 
moted Johji Falconer to be a Colonel* 
against whom the cry of the populace 
was rdsed with all the clamor of national 
indignatton. The Greenwich fiiction 
kneiw hqif to take advajitage o£ this dia^ 
pwifion^.-r-- It Iu4[>pened: to be some fes* 
tiFaL some holid^y^ when the common 
pei^Ie^. haying, nothing to dp,^ are more 
disposed thaq at any other tim^^ to in- 
toxication and didorderp. -^ The emissari^ 
qf de$igniQg . partisan^ mixed with the 
popolace^ and a mob gajthpred ronn4 ^hf 
«toi^'s carnage, as. he y,m retirmng 
Jate £i)CHP t\^ ^o9f^ of Lord?^ Tljp 
^ame eaniiagjs^ and tbe.saf^ mf«)^ whom, 
bnt a fi$wshQ?i..^Hff^> before^ thi« P9pn- 
iMe^ h^ i^Qwn nith Ipnd hnz^as^ ^n^ 
idm«^t wf)^ t^i^» of a^e<;tion* , tJi^movi^ 
#f nttnd^ ^Jbe h^fl beep^ wl^ei]^ l^e ];ieard 
tBetr Jmmm^ if^rd Oldborough now 1^9^ 
tetiftd: ft0 tbfa^ «?^ccratio^is, tjjl fipflot 
aNM.t^^y: >bfgw ,to projct^d to gs^ 
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riagiB.' One of his servants narrowly 

escaped being struck. Lord Oldbo^' 

tough was alone — he threw open hfe- 

carriage-door, and sprang' out on the 

step, 

' " Whose life is it you seek?" cried > 

he, iti a voice which obtained instant si* 

lence. — " Lord Gldborough's ?^^ Lord 

Oldborough istands before you; ' Take 
his life who dares — a life spent in your 
service.'^— Strike ! — But strike openly; •— - 
You are KngUshinen, not assassins.** 
^ Then, turning to his servtots,. he atdd- 
ed, in a calm voices 

** Home— slowly. KbC a man here 

win touch yon. Keep your toaster iA 
i&ight.— 'If I fall, mark by what hand." — 
Then stepping down into tii^ midst of 
the people, he crossed the street to the 
flagged pathway, the crowd ' opening to 
make way for him. He Walked on with 
a deliberate fifth stfe^. * The- toobmoving 
along ' with< him, sometimes huzzaing, 
9oni€f6mes litterifa^ %6itid ^scecratidns in. 
liorrid tones: -^^-^•— Lord Okiboroughi pre^ 
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serving absolute silence^ still walked on^ 
never turned his head or quick^)ed his 
pace till he reached his own house. — 
Tben^ facing the mob^ as h^ stood wait* 
ing till the door should be opened^ the 
people^ struck with his intrepidity, with 
one accord joined in a shout of applause. 

The next instant, and before the 

door was opened, they cried^ 

"Hatoff!— Hatoff!" 

Lord Oldborough^s hat never stirred. 
— A man took up a stone. 

" Marie that noran ! ''— cried Lord Old- 
borough. 

The door opened.——" Return to 
your homes, my countrymen, and bless 
God that you have not, any of you, 
murder to answer for this night." 

Then entering his house, he took off 
his hat, and gave it to one of his attend- 
ants. — ^^His secretary. Temple, had run 
down stairs to meet him, inquiring what 
was the canse of the disturbance. 

'' Only;* said Lord Oidborough, '' diat 
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I. bare served the people^ but ngver Ipf^it, 
to thpaju'' . » . 

. " Cw,$e tb^ra! tbey a^ poit wortk 
«trvin§*— r ^k • X tb<»igh$ tl^j'd rbayp 
ta}^n: my, Lprd's liiJ^ thaft , BpijirHitf ,1' ^rieij 
bfi^ laitbfnl s^r'«!ftnt. 9<>#«^y*'r-" The 3igb^ 
left my eyes,-^I. ti^QUgh? Ue was goi^ few; 
«v»^r.— Tbftni^ Qo(Ji! hei's sidfe*—- Take-off 
my Lord's cojit.—I - c/ift't-'--fpj: the 90f)l o£ 
me. — Curse tbose. np^g^^fol peapl^ ! "' 
. ^S t><> i»t Quwfii tliem, toy. good . Rod- 
ney," said LordOJxibDrojigby smUiiig.— 
i^ Edcfrt pcopley ihby ate not ungist^fuly. 
only mistaken. Tbose who . tnudend 
^ei» pn^tto WUy»ei-rfrT*^ £oglioh :kre 
fi^ flae pf^ple. f-<-JBvesb an OJ^ngliah mohi 
}IQU 8ee^ iagwmonsi and^ jiMti a9 fnt te-^it 
knows.*''*— ^ , 

I^vd Olc^bfffpngb :W4^ saned asleep 
Aiys aiigllti beferfJ any ot^ef in^lvijiiwl 
la t]^% hqu$a b^^ tinii^b/^ tal^tn^ of, ikf^ 
^4ftfj^eE6 l^e, bft^ €i§papf^, 

Tbe cMl ^odi n^Hflf y> ccnarage shown 
hyl.thc' miiifetfctr; in tb& sudden attack 
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nffbn hid diaracter aojd person werq 
«ucb, as to raise \wa again at once tp 
his former height ia pnhUo esteem* Hia 
enemies were oblige4 ^to a&ct admira*' 
tion. The (jrre^wii^ party) foiled ii^ 
tbi« atteippt, now disavowed it* -— News 
of a victory efigcedr t\^e memory ofthic 
late disappointment.— ^Stocks rose —-ad- 
dresses for a ch^i^^ of miioistrj were 
{ tiaasbed — addressi^s of thanks and con- 

^ ^atdlntip^jMNiurejl i^r-Lprsi OJdbpEQUgh 

f gt^\e xh^m tJp M^. "Xemfde to answer^ 

Iin4 k^i th^ stren^ o$ bis att^tipa 
&m4 uppi^ i}» great objects which rwex^i 
«ssenti^ to tho tiation^ smd th? sovereign 
he sewed. 

Mr« Fdc0»er ^aw th«t the stprm bad 
blown Qvei^tli^ darl^ees was-pimtj J^oid 
^ Pldborough^ firm and si;^eripr, stood 
bright in power^ and before him the 
iCommissioBer beat more . ubsecpijous^ 
more, ^njci^.ps . tlMm^ ever,-*- Anxious he 
might WjoU be 4 uabappy ^ther! th^ life> 
perhaps^ of on^ of his soi^ s^ his honpr 
f^er^iply at stalqp^ the fortnne of j^^ 
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other, his existence ruined ! — And #h^t 
hopes of propitiating him^ who had bo 
l^affered by the fetvor he had already 
shown -^ who had been betrayed by one 
of the family — and disgraced by another. 

' The Commissioner*^* only hope wa» 

in the recollection of the words, 

^ I pity yon from my soul. Sir,"-— 
which hurst from Lord Oldborongh, even 
at the moment when he bad most reason 
to be enraged against Colonel FalcoBer. 
Folhwtng up this idea, and^ working oa 
the generous compassion, ef whjch but 
for this indication he would not have 
supposed the stem Lord Oldbor^Mgh to 
be susceptible, the Commissioner ap* 
beared before 'him every day the image 
of a broken-hearted father. — * lo- silfence 
Lord 0}dbdit)ugh frote tim^ to time 
looked at him, and' by these looks, more 
than by all the promises of all the gfeat 
m^n* who had ever ^M^en-to him, Mr. 
Faiconer*\p9^reas$ored; aj&d, as he told 
Mrs. Falconer, who, at this time, was in 
nireardful^a&ideiy, he M% 'certain^ that 
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isevd Oldborougb would not punish faim 
ibr the faults pf 'hi/s soQi--i- he was jfati^ 
Stdy that his place and his pension would 
^ot be taken frdm.bim, andltb&t^ at ht^ 
4n foirtune, they should not be ntteirly 
aruined.— In this security the Goqimis- 
43ioner showed rather more than his cus- 
tomary degree <j£ strength of mind, and 
more Juiowledge of; Lord Oldl^qrongh's 
character, than he had upon mos^t other 
occasions evinced*. , , ^ 

Things were in this ^tate, wh^n, one 

mcumiilg, after Lord QldborQugh had 

grvea orders^ that no one dhotild be ^* 

Emitted, as. he was dictating soi^ pnUic 

papers of; consequence to M;i*. Temple, 

the Duke, of Greenwich w^sadnpanced. 

. His Crrace scant in a note to .signify, that 

:he waited upoo Lord, Oldbproc^h .by 

order of his . Majesty. ; and thsit^ if .^his 

. hour were not convenient, Jbe begged to 

; fattve the hour »»med, at vh^ch his Grace 

' could . be' ailmitted. -^JtlJA Gr^ce wm adr 

mitted instantly* — Mr. T^aple retiimi*^ 

ribr it wnB^evidtiU— ^19 Har to JKj^*^ 
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tret Coiifel'ence. — — His Grace of Greeri^ 
wich entered with the most itnpdrtaBt 
'soleitiidty — - iofinitely more ceremonioiis 
than usual^ he was at last seated, aod^ 
after heavy and aadible sighs, still hesi* 
tated to open his business. Through the 
affected gloom and defection of fais conn- 
tenance Lord Oldborough saw a mali- 
cious pleasure lurking, whilst, in aistv- 
died e^ordiuQi, he spoke of the infinite 
reluctance, with which he had been €om- 
pielled, Il>y his Majesty's express orders, 
to wait upon his Lordship on a business 
the ihost painful to bis feelings. As he- 
h^g 2i pubKc colleague — as a ne&r afnd 
dtkr com^xion <— -as a fmnd in long • ha- 
bits of intimacy with bis Lordship, he 
had p^aiyed <his M«ijesty to be excused. 
— B\\t it was his Mi^'sty's pleasure — the 
had only now to - bdghi^ Lordship tobe- 
Heve, tbat • it *was with itofinke concern, 
&c/-^-^^--l:<bi<d' OldbonM^h, thm%h suf- 
feHtl^' n^diei^ ^k-drbumlotetioa, never 
T6t)(dei^dlsi]l€M'td'*Jkow -a^iy symptom of 
hlipadbflte^ IPtit '^HoWing'hiii jGmce to 
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ran the changes on the words kild forms 
of apology, when these tviere ^ithansted^ 
his Lordiship simpljr said/ that *^ his Ma- 
jesty's pleasilr^ bf tfOtirsc J)rfecliided all 
possibility of hesitation, and 'all necessity 
for apology/' — 

His Grace was vex6d td 'find Lord 
Oldborough still unmoved, he "whs 8ur6 
this tralnqiiillity could not long eiidttre;^ 
he continued — 

*^ A ^ad business, my' L6rd — A'W- 
rible discovery ... I really Can hlBurdly 
bring myself to speak. . J .'* 

Lord Oldborough gave his Gr4ce no 
assistance. 

*^ My private regard" ... he re- 
peated. 

A smile of cx)ntempt on Lord Oldbo- 
rough's counteniante. 
' "Your Lordship shithierto^ invvilne^- 
able public integrity" ... 

f , - 

'A glance of indign^ttfon from L6rd 
Oldhorough. * 

^^ Hitherto invulueral)le T-^ Vour Grace 
will explain." 


/ .' *v. 
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• * 

^^ Let these . . . th^se fatal notes . . . 
letters . • • unfprtunately got into t^e 
hands of a leading . . • impracticable 
member of opposition . • . and by him 
laid • • • Would that I had been ap- 
prised ... or could have conceived, it 
possible . . . time enough to prevent that 
step . • • but it was done before I had 
the slightest intimation — laid before hi$ 
Majesty . . ." 

Lord Oldborough calmly received the 
letters from his Grace. 

" My own hand-writing, and priv-ate 
seal, I perceive." 

The Duke sighed — And whilst Lord 

Oldborough drew out, opened^ and read 

" » • • . • 

the first letter in the parcel — his Grace 
went on — 

^^ This afiair has thrown us all into 
the greatest consternation — It is to be 
brought before parliament immediately 

• * • 

• • . unless a resignation should take 
place • • . which we should all deplore 
. . • The impudence, the inveteracy of 
that fellow, is astonishing ... no silenc- 
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ing him -^ We might hush up the affair 
if bis Majesty bad not been apprised ; 
but where the interest of the service is 
concerned, his Majesty is wurm." 

« His Majesty!" cried Lord Oldbo- 
rough — " His Majesty could not, I 
trast, for a moment imagine these letters 
to be mine?'* 

'' Bnt for the hand and seal which I 
understood yoixr Lordship 16 acknow- 
ledge, I am persuaded his Majesty could 
not have believed it." 

•' Believed ! My King I . '. • did 

he believe it ? " cried Lord Oldborough 
^ His. agitation was for a moment ex- 
cessive, uncontrollable -^ " No ! that I 
will never believe, till 1 have it from his 
own lips." — ^ Then commanding hini- 
self 

" Your Grace will have the goodness 
to leave' these letters with me till to mor- 
row."' 

^is Grace, with infinite politeness 
and regret, was nwdeti the necessity of 
refusinjg thfs request i-»ijHitf^isi^^fa^ wei*e 
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oiriy to show the letters to His Lordship, 
and then' to restore them to the hands of 
the member of opposition, Who bad laid 
them before his Majesty. 

Lord Oldborongh took off the cover 
of one of the letters, on which was 
merely the address and seal— -The ad- 
dress was written also at the bottom of 
the letter enclosed, therefore the cover 
could not he of the least importance, 
" The Duke could not," Lord Oldbo- 
rongh said, ^^ refuse to leave this with 
him.?'' 

To this his Grace agreed — *- ^^ protest- 
ing that he was far from wishing to make 
difficulties. — ^^ If there was any thing 
else he could do • • • • any thing his 
Lordship would wish to have privately 
insinuated, or publicly said ?'* 

His Lordship with proud thanks, as- 
sured 4he Duke he did not wish to have 
any thing privately insinuated, and what- 
ever it was tiecessary to say or do pub- 
licly, he should do himself, or give 
orders to have done. His Ixurdsbip en- 
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tered into no farther explanation.— The 
Duke at last was obliged to take his leave 
^^ earnestly hoping and trusting that this 
business wouM terminate to his Lord- 
ship's entire satisfa^ion." 

No soon^ was the Doke gone, than 
Lord Oldborongh rang for his carriage. 

*^ Immediately — and Mr. Temple in- 
stantly.-— 

Whilst his carriage was coming to the 
door; in the shortest manner possible 
Lord Oldberongh stated the facts to his 
secretary, that letters had been forged 
in his Lordship's name, promising to 
certain persons — promotion in the army 
-— and navy — gratification — and pen- 
sions. Some of the letters were addressed 
to persons who had actually obtained pro- 
motion, shortly after the time of these 
letters, other letters contained reproaches 
for having been ill used. £ven from the 
rapid glmice Lord Oldborou^ had taken 
of these papers, he had retailed the 
aames (rf several of the persons to whom 

02 
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they were addressed — and the nature of 
the promotion obtained. They weie 
persons who ceuld -have had no claim 
upon an honest minister.— His Lordship 
left a list of them with Mr. Temple — 
also the cover of the letter, on which was 
a speoinien of the forged writing and the 

private seaK 

" I am going to the King. — His Ma- 
jesty probably has set out for Windsor. 
'*— Jf so J shall fellow litm*.-^ In my ab- 
-«enee, Mr. Temple^ think for me — J 
*ki)ow yon feer for me. —The otyect 

is, to discover the authors of this for- 

«. • • • 
geary.^ " '* * ■ • 

f' My -laord, may I consult with Mr. 
Alfred Percy ? " 

t<ff Yes -^ iJfitli no other pei'son ■ ^ .? 

iGn going to the palace Lord Oldbo- 
rough found, that ^tbe King had set out 
fbr-Windsdn — ;he followed, birii thither 
— arrived just . as . hia Miyesty was 
moimling^iiis iibrse* -r Surprised at the 
sight of the . n^inist^ ihc^. King tocdc bis 
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foot out of the- stirmp, and prepared* to. 
disiDoutit. 

"I beg I may. not detain yoor Ma* 
jesty — Lsee I am late.," — said Lord Old- 
borough. . 

Is the business urgent, my Lord?" 
No, please, your Majesty, for it. 
concerns principally myself. — It can, 
therefore, wait your Majesty's leisure at 
any hour your Majesty may. appoint." 
The King dismounted instantly. 
^' lliis moment, my Lord, I am at }eiT 
sure for any business that concerns your 
Lordship// 

' The King returned to the palace — 
Lord Oldborough followed^ and all th^ 
spectators ou foot and Ulxr8eback^were left 
full of curiosity* 

. Notwithstanding the oondesceniion of 
his Majesty's words and manner, and; 
the polite promptitude to attend to any 
business that concerned his- Lor^bip, it* 
was evident to Lord OldboroughV peae- 
tration, that there was an unusual cold ^ 
nesa and formality in, the. King'$ coun-:^ 
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teuance and deportment^ unlike the 
gracioQsness of his reception, when 
satisfied and pleased. — Nor did hw air 
become less reserved, when they were 
alone in the cabinet ; on the contrary, 
the King looked as one prepared to hear, 
bnt determined to say as little as pos- 
sible. 

Lord Oldbofough placed himself so as 
to gire the King the advantage of the 
light, which he did not fear to have full 
on his dWn countenance. 

** Please your Majesty, certain letters, 
signed with my name, and sealed with 
my seal, have, I am informed^ been IMd 
before your Majesty.'* 

♦^ Ydiar Lordship has been rightly in- 
formed.'* 

<^ I trust .,4.1 hope your Majes- 
ty ..." 

At the firm assertion, in the tone with 
which Lord OWborougb pronounced, I 
trust — inn Majesty's eye changed -^-^ and 
moved away from Lord Oldborough's, 
w)«en he, with respectfnl interrogation 
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of tone, added " I hope yotir Majesty 
conld not believe those letters to be 
mine." 

^ Frankly, my Lord," said the King, 
ass^ning an open air — " the assertions, 
the insinuations of no man, or set of 
men, of any rank, or weight in my 
dominions, could by any imaginable 
means have indoced me td conceive it 
possible, that such lettem bad been writ^ 
ten by your Lordship, Not for en« 
moment could my belief have been com^ 
pelled by any evidence, less strong diaa 
your Lordship's hand-writing and seal; 
I own, I thonght I knew your Lord^ 
ship's seal and writing; imt I find^ 
and rejoice to find, that I have been de^ 
ceived." 

^^ I tbank yoi|r Majesty •'H- 1 caMmo^ 
ieel surprise, that a forgery and a couOp 
t^eit, wbicby at first Tiew^ ^inpeiled 
my own befief of their &eing gehuinff, 
should im a moment, have deceived yo«r 
Majesty. But^ I own, I had flattered 
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nnyself, that my sovereign knew mj^hcart 
and character yet better than my seal and 
signature." 

'' Undoubtedly, my Lord.'* — 
" And I should have hoped, that, if 
your Majesty had perused those letters, 
no assertions could have been necessary, 
on my part, to convince your Majesty, 
that they could not be mine. — I have 
now only to rejoice, that your Majesty is 
undeceived — And that I have not in- 
trnded wnwecc^yari/y upon your Majesty 
with this explanation. — I am fully sen- 
sible ' of your Majesty's goodness, in 
having thus perinitted me to make, as 
^arly as possible, to your Majesty^ this 
^assertion of iny innocence. —*- For the 
proofs ^of it, and for the detection of the 
igoilty, I am preparing; and I hope to 
make these as dear to your Majesl^^, a$ 
Jyour Majesty's assurance of the pleasure 
you feel in being undeceived is satis* 
•factory . . • consolatory to me > I de* 
tain your Majesty no longer/' concluded 
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Lof ff Oldborough,' with a how of pro- 
found yet proud respect. • 

" My Lord,** said the King, ^' I have 
DO doubt that this affair will redound to 
your honor, and terminate to your Lordr 
ship's entire satisfaction^* 

The very phrase used by the Duke of 
Greenwich. 

^* As to myself>. your Lordship can- 
have no further anxiety, but I wish . your 
LordsbipV endeavors to detect and bring 
prbofs home to the guilty may be 
promptly successful — for the gi'atifica- 
tion of your own feelinga, and the satis- 
faction of the public mind, before the 
mattes should be brought forward in psuf^, 
liament.. 

As his Majesty quitted the cabinet he 
added some gracious phrases, expressive 
of the*tiigh esteem he felt for the minis* 
ter, and the interest he had always, and 
should always take, in whatever could 
contribute to his public and private • ;• • 
^o/if/ac/ion''—^ (again). 

To an eye and ear less practised, in 

G5 
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courts than this minister^ all that had 
been said would have been really satis-* 
factory^ but Lord Oldborbngh discerned 
a seci'et embarrassment in the smile^ 
a constraint in the manner, a care^ 
an effort to be gracious in the langnage,* 
a caution^ a rounding of the periods, a 
recurrence to technical phrases of com-* 
pliment and amity, a want of the free 
fluent language of the heart : language 
which, as it flows, whether from sotc- 
reign or subject, leaves a trace, that the 
art of courtier or of monarch cannot 
imitate — In all attempts at such imita- 
tion, there is a want, of which vanity 
and even interest is not always sensible, 
but which feeling perceives instantly— 
Lord Oldborough felt it — and twice,( 
during this audience, he was on the point 
of offering his resignation, and twice, 
exerting strong pow^r over himself, he 
yefrained. 

He saw plainly, that he was not where 
he had been in the King*s confidence or 
fuvoTi that his enemies had been at 
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work, send, lA some ineasare^ had swe- 

eeeded ; that sfuspicioDS had been iBlbaed 
iiito:tbeKdng^s nrind.^— That faia Htnghad 
doubted him, his Majesty had confessed 

— and Lord Oldborongh discerned, that 
there was no genuine joy at the moment 
his Majesty was undeceived, no real 
anxiety for his honor, only the ostensible 
manifestation unsuitable to the occasion 

— repeatable — or recordable. 

Still there was nothing of which he 
could complain; every expression, if 
written down or repeated, must have 
appeared proper and gracious from the 
sovereign to his minister ; and for that 
minister to resign at such a moment, from 
pride or pique, would have been fatal to 
the dignity, perhaps to the integrity of 
his character. 

Lord Oldborough reasoned thus as he 
stood before the King, and compelled 
himself^ during the whole audience, and 
to the last parting moment, to preserve 
an air and tone of calm respectful self- 
possession. His Majesty mounted bis 


/ 
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borte^ and galloped off to take a ride in- 
tiie p^ik; while, full of care, his Lord- 
ship got idto his carriage to return to 
towa« 


•^ 
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CHAPTER XXXVUI. 


During Ldrd Oldborough's absence hit 
faithful secretary had been active in his 
service. Mr« Temple went imnedtately 
to bis friend Alfred Percy. Alfred had 
jiiiat cetumed fatigued from the eonrts^ 
^d wa9 resting himseU; in convwsatioB 
with his wife and Carolkie^ 
. " I am -sorry to disturb you, Alfred,** 
said Mr. Temple, 'Vbut I must take you 
«way from these lacties to consult you on 
particular busii^esA.** 

' " Oh ! 1.. *. p««iento l»»io«. ,1. 
tUl he has rested himself,*" said Mrs.^ 
Percy^ ^^ unless it be a matter of life and 
death.'* 

*^ Life and death!" cried Lady 
Frances Arlington, mnning in at the 
cqpen door. ^^ Yes ! it is a matter of life 
Wdd dealb ^ • « • ^J, Mr. Temple ! Mr. 
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Percy! going the momefit I come into 
the room — Impossible ! ** 

^* Impossible it wonld be/* said Mr. 
Temple, *^ ia aAy other- cfase . . ^ . 
But r 

" When a lady's io the case, - 
Tou know all other things of course give place/'. 

cried Lady Frances. ^^ So positively, g<eti- 
tlenolen, I. stop the way. -'—^— But Mr. 
Temple, to comfort you — ^fbr I neter . 
saw a mmn, gallant, or ungallant, look so^ 
iftipatient; I shall not be able to stay' 
ab6ve a' moment • • . .. Thank ycm, Mrs. 
Perey^ I can't sit down . . . • Mrs. Crab- 
stock, the crosaest of Crabstocks and^ 
stiffest of pattern women, is* in the- car-' 
riage waiting for me.— —Give me joy •^— 
I have ! accomplished iny purpose^ and 
without; Lady Jane Granville's assistance^ 
— obtained a permit to go with Lady* 
T^wt, and made her take me to Lady 
Angelica's last night. -'^^■^ Grand eonver-^ 
sazibiie !* — Saw tfie? Gennatf Baron ! i^-r-* 
CiuigUt botb the profiles -- have 'en» hertf 
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• . . . defy you not to smile. Look,'* 

cried her Ladyship, drawing out of her 
ridicule a caricature — ^ which she put into 
Caroline's hand, and^ whilst she was lodk-^ 
ing at it. Lady Frances went on spesik- 
ii^ rapidly. 

^^ Only a sketch, a scrawl in pencU^ 
while they thought I was copytag a son* 
net to wisdom — 'on the worst bit of paper 
too^ in the world . . . old cover of a letter 
I stole from Lady Trant's ridicule, while 

she was at cards. Mr. Temple, you 

shall see Bdy chef d'oeurre, by and by;' 
don't look at the reverse of the medaly 
pray. — — Did not I tell you, you w^re 
the most impatient man in the world V* ' 

It was true, that Mr. Temple was at this 
instant most impatient to get possession^ 
of the paper, for on the back of that ' 
cover of the letter, on which the caricart 
ture was drAWifi, the hdnd-writing of the! 
direction appeared to him . . . He dared^ 
scarcely believe hisi eyes — his hopes; 

'^*Nlrs. Crabstock, my Lady .'. . ;**^ 
said tlie footiAan,' 'Mi waiting.*^ ^ 
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' ^ I know^ Sir," said Lady Frances . * ^ 
^ So^ Caroline^ you won't see the likeness^ 
' Very well ; if I can't get a compli- 
ment, I must be off. —When you draw » 

caricature, I won't praise it. HereT 

Mr. Temple, one look, since you are 
dying for it.^*^ 

^^ One look will not satisfy me ; ^ criedr 
Mr. Temple, seizing the paper : ^^ yoar 
Ladyship must^ leave the drawing with us< 
till to morrow." 

f< Us — »iw^:—— Given at onr courfe 
of St. James's. — Lord'Oldhorongh's ovny. 
imperative styleJ' 

• ^' Imperative! no;; humbly I- beseech^ 
your Ladyship, thus humbly,**^ cried Mr^ 
Telnple, kneeling in jesi, but keepingja 
earliest fast hold of the paper. . 

" But why ? Why ? . . . . Are yon> 
acquainted with Lady .Angelica ?...•* 
I did not know you knew Lady Ange- 
lica." . 

*' It is excellent I — It is admirable— I 
cannot let it go • . • . This hand, that 
seized it> long shall hold the prize.** 
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'^' The nuan's mad— But don't think 

111 give it to you 1 would not give it 

to my mother • . . . but Fll lend it to 
you, if yon'U tell me honestly why you 
want it." 

" Honestly — I' want to show it to a 
particular friend, who will be delighted 
with it." 

" Tell me who, this minute, or you 
shall not have it." 

/^ Mrs. Crabstock, my Lady, bids me 

fiay, the Duchess -^ •" 

. * ' The Dache$s —The dense 1 — if she's 
come to the Duchess^ | iriust go. ■ I 
hope your man^ Mrs. Percy, won't tell 
Mrs. Crabstock hk saw. this gentlemaii 
kneeling." 

^' Mrs. Crabstuck'ti getting out| my 
Lady," said the footman, retu?ning.— 

*^ Mr, Temple, for mcrcy!s sake, g^t 
up. 

" Never, till your Ladyship gives me 
the drawing/' 

^^ There ! there ! let m* go — auda« 
iious!'* 


I t 
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" Good morning 'to yon, Mrs. Percy, 
—Good bye, CaroKne. — ^Be at Lady 
Janets to night, for Vm to be there." 

Her Ladyship ran off, and met Mrs» 
Crabstock on the stairs, with whom we 
leave her to mfike her peace as she 
pleases. 

•• My dear Temple, I believe you ar0 
out of your senses/* said Alfiied^ ** I ne-» 
v,r saw any man so importunate about 
a drawing, that i» not worth a- straw . . ;» 
trembling with eagerness, and kneeling! 
— CaroKne, what do you think Rosa- 
mond would have thought of all this ?** 

^* If she knew the whole, she would 
have thought I acted well," said -Mr. 
Temple. — *^ But come, I have business/^ 

Alfred took him into his study, and 
there the whole afikir was explained. '--^ 
Great was Alfred's astonishment . . . Mr. 
Temple had brought with him the spe- 
eiiaen of tke forgery, to show Alfred^ 
and, upon comparing it with the hand^ 
writing on die cover of the letter on 
which the caricature was drawn, tbi 
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similacky af^ared to be strikingly ex^ 

act. — The cover, which had been stolen, 

as Lady Frances Arlington said, from 

Lady Tranfs ridicule^ was directed tof^ 

Captain Nuttall. — He was one of the 

persons to whom forged letters had been 

written, as appeared by the list which 

Lord 01dboit)ngh had left with Mrr 

Temple. The secretary was almost cer* 

tain^ that hia Lordship had never writtety 

with his own hand to any Captain UnU 

tall ;Mint this he conld ask the moment 

he should see Lord Oldboi^oiigh again. -^ 

It seemed as if this paper bad never been 

actually nsed as the cover of a letter, for 

it had no post^mark, seal, br wa£er. -— 

Upon farther inspection, it was perceived* 

that a t had been left dnt in the name 

of NuttaU, and it appeared probable, that 

the cover had been thrown aside, and a 

new one written in consequence of this 

omission. — But Alfred did tiot think it 

possible, that Lady Trant could h^ the 

forger of these letters, because he had 

seen some of her Ladyship*^ notes of iu-^ 
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vitation £o Caroline, and they weife #rit- 
1;en in a wretched cramped hand. 

" Biit that cramped liand might be 
feigned to concejj the powers* of pen- 
Hianship," said Mr. Temple^ 

*^ Well ! granting her Ladyship's ta- 
lents were equal to the mere execution,. 
Alfred persisted in thinking she had no^ 
abiUties sufficient to invent or combine^ 
all the parts of silch a scheme — Sher 
might be ati accomplice, but she must 
have had a principal — And who could* 
thsLt prmcrpal lie -:— ? *^ 
. Tbe same stispicion, the same person^, 
came at the s£lme mometit, into the heads« 
of both geptletoen,, as tliey sat looking 
at each other;, 

'* There is an intimacy between them** 
—said Alfred — " Recollect all the pain&v 
Lady Tranttocdc fo^M^s. Falconer ab(^t 
EnglishClay— They-. .'* 

" Mrs. Falconer ! ^ — ^ But how could, 
she possibly get at Lord OWborough's. 
private seal — a iseal that is always locked 
up -TT a seal never usied ta any cpn^moiv 
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letter, never to any but those written by 
'his own hand« to some private friend, 
and on jome very particular occasion tt- 
Since I have been with him I have not 
seen him use that seal three times " 

" When and to wJiom, can you re- 
collect ? " said Alfred. 

*^ I recollect!.— — I have it all ! " ex- 
claimed Mr. Temple, striking the table 
-•— ^^ I have it * . ...But, Lady Frances 
Arlington ! I am sorry she is gone." 

^' Why ! what of bier ? — Lady Frances 
can have nothing more to do with the 
•bttsinefigj'* 

^^ She haa a great deal more, J can 
-asatire yon — r- but without knowing it." 

^^ Of that I am certain, or. all, the 
woMd wottki^have' known it long ago -^ 
but . . • Tell me .how? *T-.''/ 

^^ I recollect,' at. thei tkne whenr Jwas 
dangling after Lady. Frances;. • . Th^re*s 
good iin. ^e^ery thing.. • . just befpce sfe 
MNMit down^tOiFakoi^rrCcitirt, hdr Ladj^- 
ship who, yoiiihiow^hai always some 
rdgHingi fimey, ) v^as-j/^dJittahteA about 
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^bat sbe called, bread-seals '-^ She ibck 
the impressiou dt seals off, with bread 
t, • % no matter bow, but &he did, and 
used to t#nnent me . • • no — I thought 
it a great pleasure at the time • • • to 
-procure for her all the pretty seals I 
could." 

^^ But, surely, you did not ^ve her 
Lord Oldborougb's ? " 

<f 1 1 — . not I ! ^— how could you ima- 
gine such a thing }'* 

^^ You were in love, and ^ might have 
ibrgot consequences.** 

** A man in love may forget every 
thing, I grant • « • except his fidelity — - 
No — I never gave the seal — but I per- 
fectly recollect Lady Frances showing it 
to me in. .her collection^ and; my asking 
her how she came by iC* ' 

'' And how did she? " 

'^ From. the oover ci a notp which the 

Duke, her uncle^ had received from 

(jord Oldboi0ugh> and I, at tbe time, 

nmembeied his Lordship's having writ- 

4tn it to the J^ok^of Gitc»raich^ cm the 
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Lirth of his grandson. Lord Oldboron^ 
liad, upon a former occasion, affirontM 
ids Grace by sending him a note sealed 
.with a wafer — this time bis Lordship 
took special care, and sealed it with his 
private seal of Jumorr 

" Well I But how does this bring the 
;matter home to Mrs. Falconer ? 'V said 
Alfred. 

^^ Stay — I am bringing it as near 
home to her as possible — We all went 
down to Falconer-Court together — And 
there I remember Lady Frances had her 
, collection of bread-seals, and was daub- 
ing and colouring ,tbem with Yermillkm 
, ,. • and Mrstf^ Falconer was so anxious 
. about them -^ and L^dy Frances gave her 
sev^al ,• • • I must -see Lady Frances 
^ again diroctly, to iuquire whether she 
gave her, among the re^t. Lord Old- 
. borough^ — J'jl go to Lady Jane Gran- 
ville'ls this tev^ning on purpose ----^ But 
had I not better go this moment to Lady 
TwMit?" 
4Ufred adTi»e4> tly t hvoBg tnctd the 
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matter thus far^ they should not liazard 
giving any ' alarm* to Lady Trant, or to 
Mrs. Falconer, but should repoit to Lord 
Oldborough what progress bad been, 
made. 

Mr. Temple accordingly went home, 
to be in readiness for his Lordship*s 

return. During Lord 01dborough*s 

drive from Windsor, the first exaltation 
of indignant pride Having -subsided, and 
his cool judgment reflecting upon what 
had passed, he considered that, however 
satisfactory to his own mind might be 
the feeling of his innocence, the pi^oofs 
of it were necessary to satisf^jr the public; 
he saw that his* character would be left 
doubtful, and at. the mercy of his ene- 
mies, if he were in pique- aini resent- 
ment hastily td resign, - before be had 
vindicated his integrity. —^^—t*^ 7/* your 
proofs be -produced, iny Lord ! ^'—^ these 
words recurred 1 to him, atnd liis anxiety 
to obtaiii these prooft roWhigh- — ^and 
high was his satisfaction the moment he 
saw hiis se^etary j for, by the^ first giance 
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%\ Mn Teinj^e^s countenapce be per- 
ceived^ th^t some <iiscov^ b4d been 
ma4e. 

Alfred^ tbal; pigbt, received, tJirwgU 
Mr* Temple, bis l^prdstiip's request, t^ni 
he would obtmin wb^t fiirtbiE^r informa- 
tion In^ cojild relative ta the private seal, 
in whatever way. h& tbqugbt most pru- 
dent. — Hh Lpr^Wp trusti^ enjfeireljr t# 
\m discretion — Mr. Temple was engaged 
with other business. 

Alfred went with Car<Ain^ to Lady 
^ane Granville's, to me^ Lady Frances 
Arlington ; be entered into conversation^ 
wyd by degrees brought ber to bis point, 
pla.ying all the time witb her curiosity, 
and^ humojring ^er ebildisbness^ i^hilelie 
carried on biicr^ss'-eacaoiinatiou. 

At first she could not recollect any 
thing abiiut making the seals be talked 
of^ — ^^ It was a fancy tknit bad paasedr-r- 
Mid a pa^t faiijey,^ ^be said, ^^ was Kke 
a p»dt Iq¥0^ or a past beauty, good for 
fiotbfug huLt^ be fiwcgofcten-'-^ However, 

VOL. IV. « 
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by proper leading of the witness, and 
suggesting . time, place, and circnni- 
stance, be did bring to the fair lady*s 
mind all that he wanted her to remem- 
ber. " She could not conceive what 
interest Mr. Percy could take in the 
matter ... it was some jest about Mr. 
Temple, she was sure . . . Yes, she did 
recollect a seal with a Cupid riding a 
lion, that Mr. Temple gave her just 
before they went to Falconer-Court — 
was that what he meant ?'* 

"No— but a curious seal" — (Alfred 
described the device). 

" Lord 01dborough*s !— — Yes, there 
was some such odd seal . . . But it was 
not given to her by Mr. Temple — she 
took thai from a note to his uncle, the 
Duke of Greenwich.** 

" Yes — that Alfred said he knew; 
but what did her Ladyship do with it ?" *- 

*^ You know how I got it ! B less 
me, yon seem to know every thing I 
do and say^ — You know my affairs vastly 
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well — you act the conjarer admirably — 
pray, can yau tell me who I am to 
«arry?" — 

" That I will — when your Ladyship 
has told me to whom yon gave that 
seal ?'• 

*^ That I would, and welcome, if I 
could recollect — but I really can*t— 'If 
you think I gave it to Mr. Temple, I 
assure you, you are mistaken, you may 
ask him/* 

*^ I know your Ladyship did not gire 
it to Mr. Temple — But to whom did you 
^veit?" 

*^ I remember now . . . not to any 
gentleman after all — you are positively 
out-— 

" I gave it to Mrs. Falconer." 

*^ You are certain of that. Lady 
Frances Arlington ? " 

" I am certain, Mr. Alfred Percy." 

"And how. can you prove it to me, 
Lady Frances ?V . . . . 

*^ The easiest way in the world . . . 
by asking Mrs. Falconer-^Only I don't 

H 2 
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go th^t^ now. mucb,. since Georgiaua 
Md I have qaa]n:^ll^d *— : but what cast 
make you so curious about it ?? 

** That's a secr^t-^May I ^sfc, if your 
Udyship ..^^ kno* the s^l again 'if 
you saw it ? — Is this any thing like the 
Ifcnpression ?'* — (ahoM^i^ her th^ seal on 
lhefoi;gedc0V^).. 

: *^ The very same, that . I gave Mrs. 
Fa)aonei> TU swear to it— Til tell you 
how I know it particularly. There's a 
little t>itter rim here, with points to it^ 
which, there it not to the other — I fasten- 
ed my bread-seal into an old setting of 
my own, from which I had loat the stone 
-r-Mrs* Falconer took a fanqr. to itj, 
among a number of others, so I let her 
have it/* . 

' *^ Noyr I have answered all yoor ques- 
tions — Answer mine -^ Who am I ta 
marryi" 

" Your Ladyshifi wiU manfy whoerer 
. • . yoor Ladyship pleases**. 
. ^K Thai wds m ^ombigixHis. mswer/* 
sbeobaeryed^ ^^ for that' she p&a^i{ 


bcidy/'i* Her LadyBfaip was going to 

imo on \ridk some fbrtbw Questions, bat 
Alfred^ pretending tk^t &e oracle waB 
not |)erinitled to answer more explicitly^ 
left her completely in the dark as to 
what his meaning had been in this whole 
conversation* 

He reported progress to Lord Old- 
l]k)rongh — and his Lordship slept a$ 
koundly this night as he did the ni^ht 
after he had been attddced by the mob. 

The next morning the flm pelrson h^ 
desired to see was Mr. Falconer— hilt 
Lordship sent for him into bis caUnet. 

^^IMr. Commissiomssr f^itconer^ 1 pro- 
mised to ^Ve yon ndttee whenever 1 
should see any probability tff my going 
out of power.** 

** Good Heaven ! my Lord>'* exclAhh'^ 
ed the Commissioner, startrng back*-^ 
The surprise, the consternation' Were 
real— Lord Oldborough had his eye 
npou him to determine that point. 

" Impossible, snrely !— I hope . . .** ' 

His hope flitted at the moment to th^ 
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Duke of Greenwich -^^ but returned ' in* 
fitantlyr— he had made no terms . • . had 
missed his time — If Lord Oldborongh 
should go out of office^ his place^ his 
pension, gone — utter ruin. 

Lord Oldborough mlarked the va- 
cillation and confusion of his counte- 
nance^ and saw that he was quite un- 
prepared. 

^' I hope . . • Merciful Powers! • I 
trust • • . I thought your Lordship had 
triumphed oyer all your enemies, and 
was firmer in favor and power than ever. 
— What can hav^ occurred . . . ?** 

Witliout making any answer. Lord 
Oldborough beckoned to the Commis- 
sioner to approach nearer the window 
where his Lordship was standing, and 
then, suddenly put into his hand the cover 
with the forged band-writing and seal. 

/^ What am I to understand by this, 
jny Lord?'* said the bewildered Com- 
missioner, turning it backwards and for- 
wards ..." Major Spry! — I never saw 
the man in my life • . . May I ask, my 
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Lprd^ what I am to cotnprehencl from 
this?" 

^ I see. Sir, that you know nothing of 
the business." — 

The whole was explained by Lord Old- 
borough succinctly — The astonisliraent 
and horror in the poor Commissioner'^* 
countenance and gestures^ and still more, 
the eagerness with which he begged to be 
permitted to try to discover the authors 
of this forgery, were sufficient proofs,' that 
he had not the slightest suspicion, that 
the guilt could be traced to any of his oyrn 
family. 

Lord 01dborough*s look, fixed on the 
Commissioner, expressed what it had once 
before expressed. 

*^ Sir, from my soul I pity you 1 '^ 

The Commissioner saw this look, and 
wondered why Lord Oldborough. should 
pity him at a time when all his Lordship*s 
feelings should naturally be for himself. 

" My Lord, I would engage we shall 
discover • . • we shall trace it." 
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^' I Miei^ thtft I hive disd6t*rfecl . . ' 
Aat I have traced it/' said Lord Oldbo- 
ioi%h — and he sighed. 

Now that sigh was more incotttprehen-i- 
sible to the Cotninisfiiotier than all the 
fe^, and he stood with his lips opisn for a 
moment^ before he conld utter, 

'' Why Ihmi tesign, my LcH-d ?" 

'' That is my affair," 'gaid Lord Old* 
borough •^—" Left tid, if you please. Sir, 
think of yout^, for, probably, this k th^ 
*nly time I shall ever more^have it in 
my power, to be of the least service to 
you " 

^* Oh, my Lord ! My Lord, don't say 
so," said the Commissioner, quite foiget- 
ting all his artificial manner, and speak*' 
ing naturally — *^ the last thne you shall 
haire it iti your povC'er ! . . . Oh, my dear 
Lord, don't ^y so ! " 

*^ My dear Sir, I niii^t — it gives me 
pain -7- you see it does " 

*' At such a time as tbisj, tb think of 
me instead irf yourself . . . My Lord> i 


nerer kwem you till this moment — sm 

'' Nor I, you. Sir" — said Lord Oldbii* 
rough — ^^ It is the more uitfortunate for 
us both, that our coni^xion and inter* 
oourse must now for ever-^ease/* 

*^ Never, never, my JLord,.if you^i^re 
to go out ci power to jnonrdw . • • which 
Heavea, io it's niercy and justice, forbid I 
^ . . i eonld never fei:get the goodness 
... I would never desert ... in spite of 
all interest » • . I should cantmue • • . i 
hope yoor Lord,bip wonld pemat u,e to 
pay my duty .. - • • ^B interoourse could 


Bttver. cease." 


Locd OklfacMrough «aw, and almost 
smiled at the struggle between the cour-? 
tier and the man — the confusion in the 
GommissionerV mxnd;bet ween his^lings 
and his int^est.. Partly his Lordship re^ 
fi^ved, and partly he pained Mr-Falconer^ 
by saying, in his firm tone, 

^M diaii^you, Mf.^aloo*ier-r-but all 
iMeMOttfse tnost c^iEBe-— Aft»r thiebottir 
we meet too ^norc. I Jbeg joo, Sk, td 

h5 
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collect your spirits -^ and to listen to riie 
calmly — Before this day is at an end, 
you will understand why all further in- 
tercourse between us would be useless 
to ybur interest, and incompatible with 
my honon — Before many hours are 
past, a blow will be struck, which will 
go to your heart . . . for I see you have 
one . . . and deprive you of the power of 
thought — It is my wish to make that 
blow fall as lightly upon you as pos- 
sible;' 

" Oh^my Lord, your resignation would 
indeed be a blow, I could never recov^ 
. . . The bare apprehension deprives me 
at this moment of all power of thought, 
. . . but still I hope, . • ." 

" Hear me. Sir, I beg, without inter- 
ruption, It is my business to think 

for you — Go immediately tq the Duke of 
Greenwich, make what terms with him 
you can — make what advantage you can 
of the secret of my approaching resigna- 
tion, a secret I now put in your power, 
to communicat&to his Qrace — and vihi^h 
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iio on^ yet suspects — I having told it to 
no one living bnt to yourself. —— Qo 
quickly to the Dttke — time presses-^ I 
wish you success — and a better patron 
than I have been, than my principles 
Vould permit me to be — Farewell, Mr. 
Falconer/* 

The Commissioner moved towards the 
door, when Lord Oldborough said," Time 
presses^'' —hxxt the Commissioner stopped 
— turned back -— could not go *. . . The 
tears, — ^real tears — ^rolled down his cheeks 

Lord Oldborough went forward, and 

held out his hand to him — ^The Com mis* 
sioner kissed it, with the reverence with 
which he would have kissed his sove- 
reign's hand, and bowing, he involunta- 
rily backed to the door, as if quitting thq 
presence of Majesty. 

*' It is a pity that man wa§ bred a mere 
courtier, and that he is cursed with a fa^ 
mily, on nohe of whom there is any de-: 
pendance" — thought Lord Oldborough 
— as the door closed upoti the Commis-: 
sioner fot ever. ' ^ 
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Lord Oldbdrougii tJdkyed *ii bditr jmr- 
posely, tD give Mr. FaJeouer advmtrige 
oJFtlre day with tire Dolce of Greettwirfi : 
then ordfered his ckrria^ylmd drore . . • . 
to Mrs. Falconer's. 

Great was her isnrpri^e At the minister^ 
entrance. 

. . '^ C&titettitd 'thfe Cominisskm^ was 
ilot at hotiie.**^ 

'^ My feWsitoess is with Mi^s. Falccmer.** 

^^ My LWd . • . Jdnf iiordship^ . • . the 
hdxK^ ahd the pleasufe^ of a vi^it .... 
Gedi^U&tBL, tay dear. . . .•' 

IHft. I^afcbnertibdded to her^aBghtery 
iMho'nftd^t^nWSliDgly . . . -and aaif Ajitfg 
frith feirtiosity, t^tirtd — 

The ^mite dkd fft^ray tij)oti Mrs. Pal. 
toiler's 1^, «s »he obs«rt«d the sternr 
gravity of Lord Oldborotfgh's coonte'' 
tikVce — ^eifi(#<^d a dd^t towards hif 
Lordship — ^ tre 'stodd, afid learning eii tiie 
ha<^ 6f ttle X!hiair, |)Mtc»9ed> a94ire ladkediafe 

•* Wfaat Is '«»^ ^dWKj ? ^^Cwmkigfcam 
p^h^pj !^ . . . thonght Mrs/^idvonor 


^^ dt |)^rhaps soMiethk)g about Jobt) — 
When \^ill he spe^ i .... I can^t . . . * 
I ma^t/* . 4 .■ 4 

*^ I am ba{>{^ to see )t>iir Lordsiiip 
looking 80 Well."— 

^^ Is Mrs. Falconer acijaaitited with 
LadyTrant?''— 
. ^^ l^ady Trant . . . Yes, my Lord.** 

^^ Mency4 Is it possible ! — No^ for 
ber own sakesbe w^d not betray* me/'' 
. • . thonght Mrs. Falconer. 

^^ Intimately?** said Lord Oldbo^ 

KHlgb. ♦. 

^- fotimately . . . p Tbat is us one^sin^ 
^uMte wkh every body ... of a ceitasoi 
sort . . . dD^^its . . '.. ^Mtno fainfaer . . ^ 
I iskitCt^B^ I have the ^u»mv ** . . . 

Mrs. Pakvmer was so d^trMtdd hf 
MBitig Lord £M4b0ro«gh ^seardinig in hi^ 
j^dbetbocd: for a letter/rtbatin aphe 'oir 
all' lier presetf t« of Knnd, sbe knew nofe 
trbat she smd ; a|ki ^11 >h8r pvraenoe^ 
coiM^enanee iariled. m4i0d> Lmrd i<Mdbo^ 
fb.^b pkced -befinse ber >«i^e»^ 4lie<cdter 
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^^ Can you gness how thi^ ctfme into 
Lady Trant's possessidn^ Madam ? '* 

" I protest, my Lord/* . , . her voice 
trembling, in spite of her utmost efforts 
to command it — "I don't know, . ... . 
Bor can I conceive" .... 

** Nor can you conceive by whom if 
was written, Madam ? '* 
• *^ It appears, . ... It bears a resem- 
blance . . . some likeness ... as far as I 
recollect .... but it is so long since I 
have seen !your Lordship's own hand . . . 
And hands are so like . . . sometimei^ . . . 
And I am so;liad a judge !. . . . Every 
hand, all fashionable. hands, ate so like.^^ 
. ." And every seal, . like ev^ry. seal ? " — : 
said Lord. Oldborotigh, placing the couni 
terfeit seal before Mrs. Falconer. — 

'^ I recommend it to you, Madam, to 
waste no further time in evasion : but ta 
deliver to nae the counterpart of this se^l^ 
the impression of my private seal, whith 
you had fronl Lady Frtnces Arlington." . 

^ A liiere bread seal ! .... h^r Lady- 
ship surely ha^ not said^ • • • • I really 
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have lost it, .... if I ever had it ... . 
I declare your Lordship terrifies me «d> 
by this strange mode*' . . . 

*^ I recommend it to you once more^ 
Madam^ and for the last time, I earnestly 
recommend it to yon, to deliver up to me 
that seal, for I have sworn to my belief, 
that it is in your possession ; a warrant 
has in consequence been issued, to seize 
and search your papers, . . . the persons 
who are to es^ecute it iEu^e below — The 
purpart of my present visit ... of which 
I should gladly have been spared the 
pain, is to save you. Madam, from the 
public disgrace of having a waiTant exe^ 
cuted. — — Do not faint. Madam, if you; 
can avoid it, nor go into hysterics — fon 
if you do — I must retire -—Arid thewati 
rant must be executed — your best course 
is to open that desk, to give me up the 
seal, to make to ttie at this instant a full 
confession of all you know of this tranS-^ 

action ^If * you da thus, -^for yoW 

husband's- sake, Madam, I will,' as far tis 
J can coi^sistently with what is due to 


myself, spare yoa the shame of ^ 
arrest." — ' 


Mrs. Falconer, with trembling handsj; 
milocked the desk, delivered ibe seal. 

'^ And a letter which I see in this same 
hand^writiog. Madam, if yon please." 

She gave it ■ ■ And then vkmAAe to 
support herself longer, sunk ttpon a sofa> 
-*-Bnt she neither fainted nor screamed, 
-*— She was aware of the consequences — 
Lord Oidlwrough opened ttie window, 
to give her air ■■■ She was relieved by at 
burst of tears •— and was silent — atid 
nothing was heard imt her sobs, which) 
she endeavored to ^i^pcess^ in v%in 
She was moi^ relieved on lookmg np bf 
one glasiee at Lord Oldborongh's €oiib<^ 
tenamie, where -she saw ooi&passidii woiik*^ 
nig stroiingly. — 

Bat before she could take ainy advan^ 
iage of it, the >expressioa vttss dbanged,. 
the feeling ^was coBtmHed, he^Was con^- 
scions oF it's ^weakness — he recoilectedi 
l^at public joaffce, >and jtrstiee to liis 
^wn charatti^ reqttK'eS— -^te tecbUecteil^ 
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all the treaclierj^ ^e criminidity^ of which 
she had been guilty^ 

**^ Madam,, you are pot iio^ in a con- 
dition I see to ejiplain yoQTgelf fbrtfaer, — 
I will relieve you from my presence — my 
reproaches you will never hear — But 1 
shall expect from you, before one hour; 
8Qch an aVbwal in writing of this whole 
tranMQtton, as may, ^th the written cbU'^ 
fession of Lady Trant, afibrd theproofi 
idiich of^ due to itiy Sovereign, and t6 
the ptiblic, of my integrity.** 

Mrs. ' Falconer bowed her head, — * 
covered her face — clasped her hands m 
agony ; a«r Lot4 O)dboi!oi!gh retired, she 
sprang np, followed to throw hers^df tit 
his feet, yet Witiboiit knowftijg wh^t ^btt 
am]A «ay. 

" The Commissio%ier is inno^nt ! -— If 
yon forsake hioi he is nildone -^ All, all of 
tw, uttserly ' rained ; —Oh, Georgiana ! 
Oeorgiana! where arie yon? speak for 
me ! '* 

<5eOfgidiia was in an inner apartment 
tiding <m tt «^wr rdbe, h la Gedrgienne. 
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' *^ Whatever you may wish farther to 
say to me. Madam,.'* said Lord CWd- 
horough^ disengaging bknself from her, 
and passing decidedly on, before Geor- 
giana appeared— " Yon will put in 
writing, and let me have it within this hour 
-— or never*** 

Within that hotir^ Commissioner F«el* 
coper brought, for Lord Oldborougfa^ 
ihe paper his wife had drawn up — but 
the Commissioner wai obliged to d^Uv%^ 
it to Mr. Temple, for Lord Oldborongh 
had 8o ordered, and his Lordship per* 
severed in refusing to see him mo^*e — *— 
Mrs. Falconer's paper w^ warded with 
all the art and address of which she wits 
mistress, and all the pathos she co^d 
comman d — Lord Oldborongh 1 obked 
only for facts -^ these he marked With his 
-pencil^ and observed * where they cornv-^ 
borated and where they differed from Lady 
Trant's confession, which Mr* Temple 
had been charged to obtain during his 
Lordship's visit to Mrs. Falcc3«ier ■ 
The greater part of the night Lord Old- 
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borough and Mn Alfred Percy wete em- 
ployed arrangidg these doemnents^ -so 
as to pot the proofs ia the clearest and 
shortest f&rmy to be laid before his Ma* 
jesty the succeeding day. 

It appeared that Mrs. Falconer had 
been first tempted to these practices by 
the distress for mooeyi inta which extra- 
vagant entertainments — or^ as she stated^ 
the expenses incident to her sitaation— 

-expenses which far exceeded: her income, 
had led her. It was supposed^ from her 
having kept open house at times for the 
minister^ that she and the Commissioner 
had great influence ; she had been ap* 
plied to, presents had been offered, and 
she had long withstood. But', at length, 
LadyTrant, acting in concert with her, 
they had been supplied with information 
by a clerk in one of the offices, a relation 
of Lady Trant, who was a vain incaUr 
tious youth, and, it seems, did not know 

. the use made of his indiscretimi — He 
told Mfhat promotions he heard spoken bf 
•— ^ what commissions were maldng out— 
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The iadi^ yrophi^ed^ and their j»*€^ 
piiecks h^g accompliohed^ they gained 
bredit. ¥&f some time they kept them- 
selves behind the scenes-^ and many> 
applying to A. B*-— and dealing with they 
did not know wfaom^ paid for promotion, 

which wonld have coifae unpaid fiw: -^ ' 

Others paid, and wene never promotted^ 
and wrote letters of reproach — Captain 
NuttaH Watt eonang ^diese^ and be it was, 
who, findirig himsdf dnped, first stirred 
in the hnsiness, and by means of usi 
active member of opposition, to whom h^ 
made known his secret grievtnoce, brought 
the whole to light. 

The proofs arrataged . « . (and liord 
Oldbotoogh never slept till they wiare'per* 
lected) he "neposed tranquilly — The tiext 
day, asking sn audience of hi^ Mitjesty^ 
he simply lasd the papers oo his Majeety'i 
toble, observing, that he had been so for- 
tunate as toi succeed in tracing the forgery^ 
and that he trusted these papers contaiii^ 
ed all the tecessarjr proofs. 
' His Lerdtfatp bowed and isotked in-* 


PATBONAGfe J^ 

stantly^ leairing Uis Majesty to exauiiqe 
the p^Msrs alone. 

The resohitioQ to resi^ his mipisterial 
Btation, ha^ loeg been fordiing ia Lord 
Oldborou^h's itnnd. It Was not a resoln^ 
tion tiaken suddenly in pride or pique, but 
after reflectipni and npon sl^qng reaspns. 
It wis a meaanre which he b^d l0ng be^n 

revolving in his seo^et thoughts. Jh^^ 

ting the enthnmsm of poIi(ica) life> the 
proverbial warnings s^gainst thi^ vaMty 
t>f ainhition, dnd the d$iag^r of d^p^n* 
d^nce on th^ favor ^f ^prjboes, had p^sed 
W his eftt* but 1^ a scl)€(oi*boy's l^son, 
%. phrasi? ^ to point a i^omL or adprq a 
tale.' He was not a veadioig man^ aqd 
the mitiilais of hook^ h^ disreg^^;^^ ftx 
disbelieved ; bi)t in thf$ observations he 
made for himself he l^itod,; i^ le$soE9 
he di^ew fwm IMe w0r« nfmv l^t ^p<w 
hw^ wA he ii«ijbed in epsnsequen^fi^. of 
that whteh be baliewd, wi^h a^ dftci^fH^i 
vig^c, and invwirtWlit]^, s^Wo^n fpwd 
ewa aoioQg pbihl3(9!plwr&. -r— - Qf 1**^ 
ymin he had^ In seaVlill^^^f^M^triJdvff 
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instances of the treachery of courtiers, 
and had felt some symptoms of insecurity 

in the smile of princes. ^ Fortune had 

been favorable to him — she was fickle — 
he feared her — he determined to quit her 
before she should change — Ambition, it 
is true, had tempted him ; he had risen 
to her highest pinnacle, he would not 
be hurled from high, he would descend 
voluntarily, and with dignity. — — Lord 
Oldborough's habits of thought were as 
different as possible from those of a noieta- 
physician ; he had reflected less upon 
the course of his own mind, than upon 
almost any other subject ; but he knew 
human nature practically ; disquisitions 
on habit, passion, or the sovereign good, 
were unread by him, nor, in the course 
of his life, had he ever formed a system, 
moral or prudentiul ; but the same pene^ 
tration, the same longanimity , which en** 
abled him to govern the affairs of a great 
nation, gave him, when his# attention 
turned towards hin^self, a privoyance for 
his own happiness* — — In the meridian 
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of life he had cherished ambition as the 
only passion^ that conld supply him with 
motive strong enough to call great 
powers into great action. But of late 
years he had felt something not only of 
the waywardness of fortune, but of the 
approaches of age — not In his mind^ but 
in his health, which had suffered by the 
exertions of his mind. The attacks of 
hereditary gout had become more vio- 
lent, and more frequent. If he lived, 
these would, probably, often incapaci- 
tate him, at seasons, from his arduous 
ministerial duties — Much, that he did 
well, must be ill done by deputy — ^ 
He had ever reprobated the practice of 
leaving the business of the nation to be 
done by clerks and underlings in office.— *> 
Yet to this the minister, however able, 
however honest, must come at last, if 
he persist in engrossing business and 
power, beyond what an individual can 
wield. — Love for his country, a sense of 
his own honor, integrity, and consist- 
ency, here combined to determine thia 
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great minister to- retire while it was yet 
time, to secure, »t onee> the dignity ^ 
and happiness of .the evenipg af life ■■ ■ 
The day had been devoted to, good m4 " 
high purposes — — r that wasveui)iigh^^he 
could . noW| s^lf-satisiied and lidi of bonoTi 

hid adieu to ambition.- This resoju* 

tion, once formed, was fixed. In vaini 
cwn his sovereign endeavoijQd to dh^ 
tuade him -from carrying it int^. e^e* 
cution. 

When the King had exwmt^ >^b& 
papers which Lord .OMboi^ugh had bid 
beforei him, hisMajesty ^nt for his I^rd-! 
ship again, and the moment the mini^tcpf 
entered the <^net,.his ]^|aje%,Q]g^§8SQd -^ 
his perfect sfttisfaction io.$<ieiiig» th^ hi* 
Lordahip had, with so little trouble, .md : 
withi his usual ability, got to the bottom : 
•f thiff afein 

Wtmt . was to be done nea:t ? — rr- Tbo * 
Ddke of GiN^enwich.. was to ibe su^siir 
]iK>9^dr-?I|i6.lGi»/ecrWj(s in last^nishmje^t^ 
vi]mn be saw the papers whi^h cmtained 
Lord CNdhoTfiiigl3us Jsomj^lete vktdic^ti^icK^ 
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^d the crimination of Mrs; Falconer — 
Through the whole* ^s he read on^ bis 
Grace had but one idea, viz. ^^ Commis- 
sioiier • Falconer has deceived me with 
false intelligence of the intended resigna- 
tion. ''^- — Not one word was said by 
Lord Oldborough to give his Grace 
hope of that event — till the member of 
opposition by whom the forged letters 
had beeci produced, tilf all those . wbo 
;knewor had haard^any thing of the trans*^ 
•action, were clearly and fiilly is^prised 
<rf the truth -After this was esta- 
blished, and that all saw Lord 'Oldbo- 
rcmgh clear and bnght in hdnor, and, at 
Jeast apparently^ as firm in power as he 
had ever beto, to the astonishment of 
his sovereign bis Lordship begged per- 
mission to resign. 

Whatever might have been the effect 
of misrepresentation to lower Lord 01c|^ 
borough's favor, at the moment when he 
spoke of retiring, his King recollected 
all his past services ; all that must, in 
future, be hazarded and lost in parting 

>V0L. IV. I 
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with such a minister 1 ^o etninent m 
abilities^ of sudi tried iategrity, of sncli 
fidelity, such attachment to his person, 
such a zealous supporter of roy^ty> such 
a favorite with his peuplie, so^uccessfid 
as well as so able a minister! Never was 
he so much vcdued as at this moment. 
All his sovereign's early attachment re^ 
turned in foil strength and warmth. 

** No, my hditd^ you must not — you 
will not leave me 1 '* 

These simple words, spoken with the 
warmth of the heart, touched Lord Old- 
borough more .than can be told. It ^as 
difficult to resist them from a sovereiga 
-ii— especially when lie saw tears in the 
eyes of the monarch whom he loved — — 

But his resolution was taken t Hq 

thanked his Majesty, not with th^ com- 
monplace thanks of courtiers, but with 
his whole heart and soul he thanked his 
Majesty for this gracious condescension 
«— this testimony of approbation — these 
proofs of sensibility to h|s attachment, 
which paid — overpaid him> in ^ moment, 
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fpr tbe ][9])or3.df a life -T-Hie reeellectioii 
of thorn woal4 be the glor j, the - solace 
of bis a^ r — could never lea^ie his memovy 
whjile life lasted — would; he thovght^ be 
present to him^ if he should .retain Iris 
senses^ in his dying moment ■ ; ■ ■■ But — 
he was, in the: midst of. this strong feeln 
ing, firiQ toithei resolution ibis reason bad . 
taken. -r-*- He huuibly represented,, tbat 
he had waited for a favorable time, when 
the affairs o£ the country .were iu: a pros- 
peroois train,; when there were few dif- 
ficulties to embarrass- those whom liis 
Majesty might name to sucMed to his 
place at the head of administtation — r 
there were many who/ were ambitmis 
of tha^ ^sta^ionr^Zealy italents, and the 
activity of; yoi^th, were > at his Majesty^s 
ciHuinapd* For himself^ .he )|iiii»id it 
iiece^sary ' for > his bei|}f h and haj^hess^ 
tp rji^jtir^ ^T9m »pvMm boaineas ^ and t^ 
reiign kbe ?:td|io|i& ;tnlst,. with whidh he 
had be^ hPnQr^d* i \: : 

," My J4>s4^ if I must acscept of your 
ri%l^fRatit>n^ I nyisti-- botl. do it with 

12 
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regret Is there any thing your Lord- 
ship wishes • • . any thing you wiH B^me^ 
lor yonrseif or your friends^ that I con 
do, to nhow my sense of your services 
and nierit ? '* 

" For myself, your Majesty's honnty 
has left me nothing to wish/* ^ 

** For your friends then, my Lord ?'— 
Let me have the satisfection of ^obliging 
json through them." 

Nothing could be more gradonsv dr 
more gratifying than the whole of this 
parting audience. — h was Lbrd Oldbo- 
rdbgh's last audience* 

The news of his resignation, quickly 
whispered at Coiurt, w^s not that diqr 
publicly known or an^nounced. The next 
morning Ills Lordship's levee was crowd- 
ed beyond exmxfAe m the m^tnory of 
ministers.* Mr. ^Tenpie, by his Lord- 
sliip^s order, aummnce^ as soon Hs possi- 
ble the minister's having resigned; -^^ All 
were in astonishmctit—maoy in sorrow — 
iome ier\i^*-^a v^ry few of the moit insig- 
idlicafl^ of the crowds persom* iucapdbl^ 
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of generous sympathy, who thought they 
coald follow their own paltry iBtere^fe 
tmnoticed, left the room in consequence 
of Mr. Temple's information, without 
paying their farewell respects > to this 

great minister minister now no 

more. 

The moment he speared, there was 
sudden silence. *— AH eyes were fixed upon 
liim> every one pressing to get into the 
circle. 

'^ GentlCTieii> thank you > for these 
marks of attention *— « oi regard -^ Mr. 
Temple . has told you .; « ^ ^ you know, 
my friends, that I ^mbbT 'a man . witlic»i( 
'powen" — ^ 

" We know^'' answcnreid a distinguish* 
ed . gafideman, ^^ thatiy^ooQ/are^I^iordjCHd* 
borimgh.; — t With 4>r /wit^but power, ^)|6 
fifmne in the. eyes of youri friends,, ai^i^of 
ilke Bntid hatioUi'? M-^.'^iff -■ '»«^' . -f 

Losd Qldboroughibo wed ihws and >1pa)^- 

ed gratified. — * His Lordsl)^) theii we|it 

•^roupd the circle with an air more «heqr- 

fol, more fteefrom reserve, thiiniisual; 
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with tomething in his manner mor^ of 
sensibility, but nothing less of 'dignify. 
All who merited distinctiori, lie distitt- 
gai$hed by some few appropriate words, 
which each remembered afterwards, and 
.repeated to their families and friends. 
He spoke or listened to each individual 
with the at&ntion of one, who is court- 
ing, hot quitting popularity; Free from 
JJbat restraiixt and responsibility, wbic& 
his public and ministerial duties had im^ 
posfed upbn fhim, he nbw entei^d into the 
l^rirate uoncems of all/and gave his p^j1> 
ing assistance or founsd. -^ He nortck all 
grievances — registered all proinises that 
ought to be recommended to Ae" care of 
liis successor in office. 'The ivisbes of 
mar^, to whom he \ had forborne to givo 
KHy encouragement, he now uuexpect* 
edly fnlfiUftd land surpassed. When all 
were satisfied, and had nothing mere to 
adc, or to hope, from him, they yet de- 
layed, and parted from Lord Oldborougfa 
with diiiculty and regret. — 
A proof that justice commands more 
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tftan any other quality, the respect and 
gratitude of mankind^. — Take time ancl. 
nun^bers inta the calculation^ and all dis- 
cover, in their tairn, the advantage' of 
this virtue. This minister a few regret- 
ted instances excepted, — r had shown na 
fiavor, bul; strict justice-, iir his patronage. 
All Lord Oldborough's requests for hi^* 
fiiends were granted,, all his recommen* 

' ' • ' , • * 

dations* attended to ^ ft was grateful tp 
him to feelj that his influence- lasted after 
his power had ceased. Though the sua 
had apparently set, ifs parting rays con- 
tTnued to brighten* and cheer tie pros^ 
pecfc. 

Under a new mmister, Mr. TempFd 
declined accepting of the embassy, whic^ 
had be^n offered to him^ Remuneration 
suitable to- his services, and to the high 
terms, in which Lord Oldbprough had 
spoken of his merit, was promised ; and 
without waiting to see in what form^ or 
manner^ this promise would be accom- 
plished^. the secretary ask^d^ and obtained 
yermiswion, to. accompany his revered 
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roaster to his retirement. Alfred Percy, 
zealous axid ardent in Lord CHdborough's 
service^ the more this great man's cha- 
racter had risen upon his admiration) had 
aheady hastened to the country to prepare 
every thing at ClermoatrPark for his re- 
ceptipiK — By his orders^ that establish- 
ment had been retrendied ; by Alfred Per- 
cy's activity it was restored. — Servic^>^ 
which the richest nobleman in the land 
could have purchased^ or the highest hate 
commanded^ Alfred was proud to pay as 
a voluntary tribute to a noble character. 

Lord Oldborough set out for ^be coun- 
try at a very early hour in the mornings 
and no one previously knew bis inten- 
tions, except Mr. Temple. He was de*^ 
sirous to avoid what it, had beep whisper** 
ed was the design of the people, to attend 
him in crowds, through the streets of the 
metropolis. 

As they drove .out of town, Lord 
Oldborough recollected, that in some 
account either of the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, or the Duke of Or mond's leaving 
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London J after his dismission from courts 
it i^ siu£^ that of. all those whom he the 
Dake had s^nred^ all those who had 
CQWt^ ^^d flattered him in the tiQie of 
bis prosperity and power^ none showed 
any gratitude^ or attachment, ei^cepting 
9ne pi^, who appeared at the coach 
door as his master was departi0g^ an4 
gai^ some signs of genuine sorrow and 
re^peqt. 

, *r* I iwn foftnnate^'* said Lwd Oldbo* 
rot^by ^^in bayii^ few complaints to 
make of ingratitude. — - 1 make none. ^ — 
Th^ few I mi^t make,*^ -^ continued his 
Lordfihjp9.vifho now rewarded Mr.Tem-^ 
^)e> . approved Adelity, by speaking: to 
hiip ^ith the opefiD^s an4 cenfldent?e of 
Irifi^hip — " the few I might make haye 
be§ft chiefly can3ed by errors of my own 
in the choice of the . pe^^ns I ' have 
pb%ed. — I thank Heaven^ however, that 
upon the wholo, I leave public life, npt 
Wly wUh a gqqd', conscience^ but ^ith a 
gopd Qpinion pf^uman nature, t* I speak 
pot of courtiers^ ^^ there is nothing of na- 

15 
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tare about them^ — they are what eircmii'* 
Stances make them. — — Were I to live 
my Ufe^ver again^^ the hoars spent wifti 
conrtiers are those, which i shonld most 
wish to be ^al'ed . But bjr a statesman, 
or a minister^ these cannot be avoided. •^— 
IPor myself, in resigxiing^ my ministerial 
office, I might say, as Charles the Flftb^ 
when he abdicated, said to his snccessor, 
^ I leave yon a heavy burthen ; for since 
my slioulders have borne it, I have not 
passed one day exempt from disquie- 
tude,*^ 

^^ %t from the $rst moment I started 
in the eoorse of ambition, I was award 
that tranquillity minst be Isacrifited, and 
to the last moment I abided by t6e 
«acrifice« TTie good I had in view, I 
Iiave reaehed^ — the prize, at whi(ih I 
aimed, I have won. — The gl^ry of Eng- 
land was my object,— her sqpprobation^ 
tny reward. — f— Generous people !-r- If 
€[ver I bore toil or peril in your cause, I 
Hm rewarded, and never shall yon hea< 
me say^lthat ^ the unfraitftil glories please 
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nomore. 


reign 


! 


And the esteem of my sove- 

I possess it. — It is indefeasibly 
mine^ — His favor^ his smiles^ are his to 
give, or take away,— —Never shall he 
hear from me the waitings of disappoint- 
ed ambition/*-*—— 


'? . 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 


Caroline took advantage o£the oppor- 
tanity of returning home with her bro- 
ther Alfred, when he went to the conn-^ 
try to prepare Clermont-Park for the 
reception of Lord Oldborough. And 
now she saw her home again with more 
than wonted delight. Every thing ani«- 
mate and inanimate seemed to smile 
npon her, every heart rejoiced at her 
return^ and she enjoyed equally the plea- 
sure of loving, and of bei^ig beloved by 
such friends, — She had been amused an^ 
admired during her residence ip London> 
but alife^ cff dissipation she had^ always 
thought, and now she was convinced 
firom experience, could never suit. her 
taste or character. . She would immedi^ 
, ately , have,^ resiamed hrr . former occu- 
pations, if Rosamond would have . per- 


PATRONAGE- 181 

mitted^ bat Rosamond took entire posses- 
sion of her at every moment when her 
father or mother had not claimed their 
prior right to hear and to be heard. 
: ^^ Caroline, my dear, don*t flattei 
yourself that you . shall be left in peads 
, . . See ! — she is sitting down to write a 
letter^ as if she had not been away from 
US these six months • « . Yon mnst write 
to Lady Jane Granville ! — ^ Well, finish 
yobr gratitude quickly-^ and no more 
writing, reading, or drawing, this day, 
you must think of nothing but talking, 
or listening to me.** 

Much 9^ she loved talking m generd^ 
Rosamond now so far pi^eferrsd the plea- 
sure of hearing, that, witb her eyes 
fixed ofk €aToHne, her cocuatenance iiary- 
ing with evetjf variety of Caroline's e3c- 
pression, she sat perfectly silent all the 
time her sister spc^.^ — And scarcely was 
her voice heard> even in- exdamation. -^ 
But, duringthe pauses of uarrative, when 
the pause la[sted more than a minute, site 
would say^ .. ; - 
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'^ Go cwH my dear Caroline^ go oil; •— 
. Tel] US soroetbing moreJ* 

The coo«%rBattoiiv was ihterrapted by/ 
the sudden entcance of Mr. Templfe— - 
4hd ftosamond did not immediately find 
her fkieney of speech inoreasew, Mr. 
Temple had seized the- first moment 
tibat duty and. gratitude to his^ master 
and friend permitted; to hasten to the 
Hills^ nor had Lord CNdborough been un^ 
mindful of h» feelings. Little as his 
Lordship wa& disposed to think of loye- 
^ffairs^ it seems^ lie recollected, those of 
his secretary, fbr, the morning after tl^^ 
arrival at Cleiinont-Parky when he prof-^ 
§md hi» services^ Lord Oldboroogjb said^ 
Aat he bad only to trouble Mr. Temple 
to pay a>¥isit for him/.tf it would not be 
disagreeable^ ia hie old friend Mr. Percy. 
-— *' l^ell him that I know his- first wish 
will be to c<m)(^. to show me, that it h 
the man, noife the mmister, for whom he 
hiid a r^ard. Teil him this proof ot 
ht3 esteem is* nnneceseaYy-^he will wish 
to see me for another reason*— r he is a 
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pbHosopher — and will have a pbiloso- 
pfaical curiosity to dtsootver how I exist 
without atnbition.^Bnt of tiiat he cannot 
yet form a judgment — nor can L ■ 
Thercrfore/if he pleases, fet his visit he de- 
ified till next wedcJ*-^ I have some papei^ 
to arrd^ge^ whidi L should wish to show 
hhn^ and I cannot have them 'sooner it^ 
readiness.^^f you, Mr. Templ^ can con- 
trive to pass this week at Mr, PeTcy*s, let 
teenot detain you. — There is no fear,*^ 
added he, smiling, ^ that in solitude t 
should 'be troubled by the spectre, whiqb 
hauntedf the Duke of Lerma in his retires 
ment.^ 

Never^ was ' man happier thdn Mr*. 
Templfi, when he found himself in th^B^ 
midst iof the family circle at the Hills^ 
and-«eated beside his inisi^ess, free firom 

\ 

ail i cai^, all' busiuess, ' aU in^gues ol 
courtiinrs, and - restraints of office, wi 
ioiigeF in the horrors a( attendaiice attd( 
dependanoe^' but widi the proniise of a 
^ibpetent provision for life) with tbe 
eonsdbusiiess of iti's hairing bem honoi^ 
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ably ob^ined ; and, to brighten fli]>. thq 
hope, the delightful hc^ of soonr pre-^ 
Tailing on the woman he lored^ to become 
his for ever. 

-Alfred. Percy had been obliged to re^ 
turn directly to London, and for ^once int 
his life Mr. Temple profited' by the. abnr 
sesH)e of his friend. la the smaU hcmse 
at the Hills, Alfred's \yas the -only room: 
thtit could have been spai!ed for himj^ 
and in this room^ scarcely fonrteen feel 
square^ the ex-secretary found himself 
lodged more entirdy to his 8atisfactioii>^ 
than he had ever been ior the sumptaon^ 
apartments of the great. The liappy 
are not fastidious as to their accommo- 
dations^ they L never miss the , p^t^d 
ceiUng, CT the long arcade^ and. their 
slttlidlbers require no bed of down. ^ ' mi - 
The lover's only fe^ was^ that this 
happy week would pass too , swiftly ^ 
iad^ indeed, time flew m^rctived hy 
hiiPf and by Rosamond. One fine day^ 
after £nner^ Mrs: Percy proposed^ that 
instead of sitting looget in the. house^ 
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they should have their desert of strawber- 

« 

ries' in some pleasant place in the lavm or 
wood. Rosamond eagerly seconded this 
proposal^ and whispered^ 

*' Caroline^ bower.** — 

Thither they went. This bower of 
Caroline's, this favorite spot, Rosamond, 
during her sister's absence, had taken 
delight in ornamenting, and it did credit 
as much to her taste, as to her kindness* 
She had opened a view on one* side^ to a 
waterfal among the rocks, on the other, 
to a winding path descending through the 
glen. Honeysuckle, rose, and eglantine, 
near the bower, were in rich and wild pro- 
fusion ; all these, the song of birds, and 
even the smell of the new mown grass, 
seemed peculiarly delightful to Mr. Tern* 
pie. Of late years, he had been doomed 
to close confinement in a capital city ; but 
all his tastes were rural, and, as he said, 
he feared he should expose himself to the 
ridicule Dr. Johnson throws on those, 
^^ who talk of sheep and goats, and who 
babble of green fields.*' 
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Mr. Percy thought Dr. Johnson was< 
rather too iptolerant of rural description^ 
tod of the praises of a country life, but 
acknowledged, that he quite agreed with 
him in disliking pastorals — excepting al- 
ways that beautiful pasrtoral, " The Gen- 
tle Shepherd/* — Mr. Percy said, that, in 
his opitiion> a life purely pastoral mustj, 
if it t^ould be realised^ prove as insuffer- 
ably tiresome in reality, as it usually is- 
found to be m fictiom He hart^d Delias 

• « ■ * • 

and shepheirde^^ses, and declared that he 
sh6uld soon grow tired of any conip anion 
in^fth whom he hSdno other occupation fe 
cohimon but *^ iendtng a few sheep.^ 
*Fhere was a vast difierence, he'thought>, 
between pastoral and domestic life. Hi% 
idea -of domestic life comprised all the va«^ 
rieties of ^terftture, exercise, and amuse** 
inent for the faculties, with the delights 
efctikivated society. 

The conversation tamed from pastoral^ 
life and pastorals, to Scotch -^d £nglislv 
ballads and songs. Their various merit^i 
of simplicity, pathos^ or elegance^ werA? 
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<k)mpared and discasseif. After " the 
Reliques of Ancient Poetry^ had tieeu 
sufficiently admii'ed, Rosamond and Ca- 
roline mentioned two modem composi- 
tion*, both by the same author, eacH 
«tqnisite in it's difierent style of poe- 
try, »one bcautiftil, the other sublime. 
Rosamond's favorite, was " the Exile of 
Erin.'' ^— CaroKne^s ** the Mariners of 
England ! " To justify their tastes, they 
repeated thie poem^ Carolme fixed th^ 
attention of the company on * the flag) 
whii^h'his 

- * * 

*' Brav'd a tt^ousaoJ years the battle and the breeze/' 

when suddenly her own trttentiott seemed 
lo he dlntracted hy ^ome object in the 
glen below. She ^deavored to go oUi 
but her voice faltered, her coloqr changed. 
Roaam^H), whose quick eye followed 
her sister's, instantly eaught a glimpse, 
of a gentleman coming up the path ffom 
the glen. ' Rosamond started from her 
sefaft, and clasping her hands^ exclaimed^ 
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'' It is ! It iy he! — It is Count Af^ 
fcuberg^" 

They had not recovered from their 
astonishment^ when Count Altenberg 
stood before them. — To Mr. Percy, X.t 
Mrs. Percy, to Rosamond, to each he 
spoke, before he said one word to Caro- 
line. — But t)ne look bad said all; had 
spoken, and had been understood. 

That he was not married she was cer- 
tain — for that look «aid he loved her— ^ 
and her confidence in his honor was se- 
cure. Whatever had delayed his return, 
or had been mysterious in his conduct, 
she fe]t convinced, that he had never 
been to blame. 

And on bis part did he read as dis^ 
tinctly the truth irt her countenance ? --• 
Was the. high colour, the radiant pleasiire 
ia tbiit <lountenance unmarked ? ■ The 
joy v^ti% so veiled by feminine modesty^ 
t)iat he doubled, trembled, and if at la^t 
tl|e rapi4 feelings ended in hope, it wa$ 
|tB»|ieetfuJ (lOpe. With deference ttfe 
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Tsxost marked^ mingled ' with dignity^ 
teaderneBi^ and passion^ he approached 
Caroline* He was too delicate, too 
welL-bred^ to distress her by dbtingtiish- 
i^g her more particularly, but as he 
^ook the seat, which she left for htm 
beside her mother^ the open and sereiie 
expressbn of her eye, with the soft 
fionndof her voice, in the few words she 
answered to what he sard, were enough 
to. set liis heart at ease. The sight of 
Mr* .Temple had .at first alarmed the 
Count, but the alarm was only momen* 
tary. One glance at Rosamond reas- 
Siuredhim. 

, Ideas, which it requires many words to 
tell, passed instantaneously with the ra- 
bidity of light.— After they were sealed, 
soipe minutes wete spent in common- 
place questions and answers, such ta 
those, which Benjamin Franklin wmild 
wisely put all together into oi^ formula^ 
to satisfy cuidosity^ C^uut . Altenberg 
i^mded the preceding day, had not stop^ 
jped to see any €me * in En^lai^, had no| 
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even h^ard of Lord OUboiougVs resign 
nation ; bad procieeded directly to tike. 
Hills'^ had left his equipage at a town a 
few miles distant -r thought he, had been 
fully ipaster of the well-known road^ but^ 
the approach having been lately changed, 
he had missed his way« 

This settled^ to make room for amqve 
interesting explanation^ Mr. Temple had 
^e politeness to withdraw. Rosamond 
had the humanity, and Caroline the 
discretion, to accompany him in bis 
walk. 

Count Altenherg then said, addressing 
himself to Mr. Percy, on whose regard 
he seemed to havid reliance, and to Mrs. 
Percys whc^n he af^ared most anoii^ 
to interest in hia fayor^ ^ 

^^ You certainly^ Sir, as « man of pe-» 
netrati^ou, and a father; you^ jnadam, 
as a mother> and. as a liidy, wbo/ravst 
ha.ye be0n ai^custpmed to tbe.adfl^iratiim 
of our sex, fpiild not avoid seeing^ when 
I was in this cpi^ttry before^ that I felt 
the highest admir(|tip^, that I had faraio4 
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the strongest attachmeiiit for yoar daagb^ 
ter ? — Miss Caroline Percy.'* 

Mr. and Mrs. Percy both acknow^ 
ledged^ that they thoogfat Count Alten-* 
l3erg had shown some preference for Ca^ 
toline ; but as he had never declared, his 
tittachment^ they had iiot felt themselves 
jnstified in inferring more from his at- 
tentions, than his general good opinion. 
— A change in his manner, which they 
observed shortly before they quitted 
Hnngerford-Castle, had impressed them 
with the idea, that he had no such views 
as they had once been led to imagine^ 
and their never having heard any thing 
from him since, had confirmed them in 
this belief. 

^^ Painful .... exquisitely pain&l, as 
it was to me,'* said Count Altenberg^ 
^' I felt myself bound in honor to leave 
you in that error, and at all hazards to 
myself^ to suffer you to continue ui^der. 
that persuasion, as I was then, and have 
been till within ^hese few . days, in dread 
of being obliged to fulfil an e^gBg^ment^ 
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made without my concnrrence or inow- 
ledgej and which must for ever have pre- 
cluded me from indulging the first wish 
of my heart. — The moment^ literally the 
moment I was at liberty^ I hastened 
hither, to declare my real sentmients, 
and to solicit your permission to address 
your daughter. — But before I can ex-* 
pect that permission, before I can hope 
for your approbation ^f my suit, an ap- 
probation, which I am well aware, njiust 
depend entirely upon your opinion of my 
character — I mnst, to explain whatever 
may have appeared unintelligible in my 
conduct, be permitted to make you fully 
acquainted with the circumstances, iu 
which I have been placed. 
' Beginning with the history of his fa- 
ther's letters and his own, respecting the 
projected marriage with the Countess 
Christina, he related, nearly as follows,- 
all that passed, after his having, in obe- 
dience to his father's summons, xetumed 
home. — He found, contracts drawn up 
and ready for his signature — the friencU 
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of both families apprised 6f the 'pi*6posed 
alliaiice^ and ^very thing actoally pre^ 
paied:f0r his maniage. Rcfmonstrances 
mriA his fittber were vain. — -The cid 
Count said that it -was iftipossible to 
hr&k off the match, that his hbtior and 
the -. boaor of his hoase Mras pledged.— 
fiiit tadependeiitiy of all promis^:i, he 
oonskkired the accompii^itent of this 
raarriagb as ouyst desirable and advanta- 
l^eoas i with all the Teheme^ce of auc- 
tion, and all the force of parental autho^ 
rlty^ he charged his son to fal&l his 
engagements. The old Count was a 
-fond^ but an* imperious father; a good, 
imt an ambitions man. It was his beiie?, 
that love is such a transient passion, 
-that iti^ felly to sacrifice to it*s indulgence 
any of the ^olid and permanent interests 
:of life^ His experience at courts^ and 
tis observation on the gallantries of young 
princes and nobles^ had taught him to 
/believe, that lovfe is not only a transient, 
but a yariaWe and * capricio^is feeling, 
.easilj^ changing it's object, and subsist- 
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|ng only by noVelty. AH^tfaafiliis ^dn 
said of his attadiment to "Caroline/ of 
^be certainty of ifs permanence, and ^f 
it's being essential to the happiness erf* 
liis life, the father heard^ but as th* 
comipon language of every youth in love. 
-^ He let his son speak without interrupt 
tion^ biit smiled incredulous, and listened 
only lis to .^the voice of one in the ps- 
roxysm of a passion, wbich^ however 
violent, WQuId necessarily subsidy. 
Betweeti the fits, lie endeavored to con- 
trol th& fever of his mitid, arid as a sp^i 
repeated the^fe words, 

^^ Albert 1 see and hear the young 
Cotintess Christina — but orice^ — I ask 
no more/* . . i 

Albert, with the respect due to a far- 
ther, but with the firmness due to him- 
self, and with all the courage, ivhich loVc 
only could have given to oppose the 
authority and affeiction of a parent, re- 
fused to ratify the contract that had bten 
prepared, arid declined the piroposcd in- 
terview. — He doubted not,, be sitd,^at 
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the ladf was aU his. fathcir daicribed; 

beaatiftil, amiable, and of tcaoscendent 

talents, be dpabted not her power to wia 

any, but a heart already won. He would 

enter into no invidious comparison^, noif 

bid defiance to her charms*-* his own 

choice was made, he was :snre of his 

constancy, and he thought it not oply 

the roost honorable course, but the most 

respectful to the Lady Christina, Inge* 

nnonsly at once, and without having any 

interview with her, or her friends, to 

iltatethe tr^h ~- that the treaty If ad been 

commenced by his father without his 

knowledge, and carried on under total 

ignorance of an attachment he had fidrm- 

ed in England*. The father, after some 

expressions 4^ ariger and disappointmeiKt 

tWas silent, and aqipear^ to acquiesce. 

•He no longer openly urged the proposed 

doter^t^iew, but he secretly contrived that it 

iihoold take place. . ^At a masked ball st 

court, Count Albei*t' entered into conver* 

;8ation with :aiMinerva> whose mjajestic 

air^imd figure distingnisfaed her a^^e 
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her eompanioQs^ wbose Istngaage^ 
tboiightS5 and sentimentS) perfectly sns^ 
tiuiied the character tirhich she assumed* 
-—He was strack with admiration by 
her talents, t^nd by a certain elevation of 
thought, and sentiment, wbich^ in all she 
said, seemed the habitual expression of 
a real character, not the strained lan- 
guage of a feigned personage. — She took 
off her mask — he w^as dazzled by her 
beauty -r- They were at this moment 
dsurronnded by numbers of her friends 
and of his, who were watching the efkct 
produced hy thb interview. — His father, 
^satisfied by the admiration he saw in 
Count Albert's countenance^ when they 
ffaoth took , off their masks, approached 
and whispered — "The Countess Chris- 
tina«^ ", * Count Altenberg grew . pale, 
i9md for a moment stood in silent con- 
.ttemation. The Jady smiled with an 
Mr of haughty superigo-ity, which in 
soaiie degree relieved him, by calling.his 
:jtwn pride to hia aid^ and by convincing 
tenderness^ or feminj^ tinudity. 


/. 
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it^bich lie would have ihost dreaded td 

wound, were not the cfaaraetevistics of 

her mind. — He instantly asked perknis^ 

sion to pay his respects to her at her 

father's palace the ensuing day. — *— ^ She 

changed colour — darted a penetrating 

glance at the Count, and after an in-. 

comprehensible and quick alternation of 

pleasure and pain in her countenance^ 

she replied, that ^ she consented to 

grant Count Albert Altenberg that in-^ 

terview, which he^ and their mutual 

friends desired,**-^ — ^She then! retired ifith 

her friends from the assembly. In spite 

of the haughtiness of her demeanor, it 

had been obvious, that she had dt^sh^ed to 

make an impression upon Coihift Albert^ 

and all who knew her ag!'eed,'that she 

had never on any occasion been seen* to 

exert herself so much to shine atfdpleiase. 

— ^— She shone, biit had not" pleased^— 

Thfe father, however, was content^ an 

interview w^ promised — 'he' trusted to 

the charms and -taleiits of theGbuntiess; 

he trusted to her flattering desire to cap-^ 
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tivat^^ and with impatience and cenfi^ 
dence lie waited for the eVent of the sue- 
ceeding day. — Some intervening hoars, 
s night of feverish and agonizing sus« 
pense, would have been spared to Count 
Albert^ had he at this time known any 
thing of an intrigue, an intrigue which 
ao artful enemy liad been carrying on, 
with design to mortify, disgrace, and 
ruin his house. The plan was worthy 
qf himiby whom it was formed. — M. de 
Tourville' — ^^a person, between whont 
an4 Count Albert there seemed an 
iocomp^tibltity of character, and even 
cf manner; an aversion openly, in-* 
discreetly .sh6wn by the Count, even 
from . Ids boyish years, but cautiously 
concealed 6n the part of M. de Tourville, 
masked in courtly smiles and d diplo* 
matic air of perfect, consideration. Fear 
mixed with M. de Tourville's dislike. 
**- He was awiure,. that, if Count Albert 
continued in conrfidence with the heredi-* 
tai-y- Prince, he would, when the Prince 
slfould assume the reins of government. 


PATRONAGE. 199 

become in all probaMBt^, his prime mi- 
nister^ tod then adieu to all M.> de Tour-» 
ville*s h(^)es of risiBg toiavor and fortune. 
. . . • Fertile in the resources of intri^e^ 
gallant and fpoUtical^ he combined them; 
iipon this occasion, with exqtdsite adn 
dress. When the Countests Christina was 
first presented at Court, he had obsissrved^ 
that the Prince wa9 sti^ck by her beauty; 
M* deToiirville took.ever^ means> that a 
coiE^er well knows how to employ, to 
flatter the taste, by wfaicb heboid .t{» 
" profit. In secret he insinuated into, th^ 
/- lady's ear, that she was^ adibired by thi 
Prince. M. de Towville knew her to be 
^f an aspiring; character,, and rightl)i 
judged, that ambition was her strongest 
passion..'— When once the hope of capti-f 
mating the Prince had been suggested ta 
bef, she began to disdain the proposed 
alliance with the house of Akenberg; bnt 
she concealed this disdain, till she could 
show it with security: she played her 
part with all the ability, foresight, and 
consummate prudence, of which ambition 
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undisturbed by love, i» capable. — Many 
Dbstacles opposed her views. •^— The pi?o- 
jected marriage with Count Albert Alten- 
berg, — the certainty, that the reigning 
Prince would never consent to his son's^^ 
fernirng an alliance with the daughter of^ 
a subject.^ — But the old Prince was dying,* 
^nd the Lady Chi is tina calculated, tha<i 
till his deqease she eonld protmct the 
time appointed for her marriage with 
Count Albert. — The young Prince migbt 
liken break off the projected match,— < 
pi^vail upoh the Emperor to create. her a 
Princess of the empire, and then,. without 
derogating fiom his rank, or .giving 
ofience to German ideas of ^propriety, he 
iaight gratify his passion, and accon)plish. 
the fullness of her ambition. Determined 
to take no counsel but her own, she ne- 
ver opened her scheme to any of her 
friends, but pursued her plan secretly in 
concert with M. de ToiirviUe, whom she 
considered but as an humble instrument 
devoted to her service. He all the w4iik 
^considering her merely jjs a puppet, 


PATRONJUQE. IZOI: 

1 

played by his ' art to secure at once the 
pitrpbses of bis interest and hatrejd* flc^ 
Hbdajgbt be- foresaw, tbat C^ont Albert^ 
woulcl never yield bis intended bridc^ 
peaceably to bis Prince; be'knewnotbiug 
of tbe Count's att&cbment in Eqgland^ — 
the Lady Christina was charming, — the 
altf apce highly advantageous to the hons€t, 
of Alteuberg, the breaking off, such ^ 
m&nriftge, and tbe disappointment of a 
p^idn, which be thought the young 
Couiitess could not fail to inspire, would^ 
as M. de Tourtille hoped, produce an irre* ^ 
parable bi-eacb between the Prince and hi^ 
favorite. • On Count Albert's return from 
iEnglapd, symptoms of alarm and jealousy 
had apfieafed in the Prince, unmarked by 
all, buVby the Countess Christina, and bj 
the confidant, who was in the secret q^ 
h\s passion. -^ 

Bo fer M. de Tourville*s scl^empe bi^ 
prospered; and from tbe characj^erof th^ 
hereditary Prince, it was Ukelyto succeed 
in. it'Bf^lliinate' tiew. IjLe jWds a Prince of 
good dhppsitipns, .but wanting in ^,i:e$ob]^ 

x5 
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tion and civil conrager Capable of se^ 
^sting the allurements of pleasure for a 
certain time/but soon weary of painful 
todurance in any cause ; with a taste for 
inbrtue^ but de^tute of t&at pbWer to 
bear and forbear, without which there 
k no virtue.~A hero when sopportea by 
k stronger mind, such as that of his 
friend. Count Albert ; but relaxing and 
sinking at once, when exposed to the ia* 
Ikiei^ee oC. a flatterer, such as M; de 
Tourville. — Subject to exquisite shame 
and self'^reproach, when he had acted 
contrary to his own idea of right ; yet^ 
from Ae very same weakness tb.t m^de 
him err, disponed to be obstinate in erron 
M» de Tourville argued well from his 
knowledge of his character, that the 
Prince, enamored as he was with the 
efaarms of the fair Christina, Would not 
iong be able to resist his passi|)n ; and 
^at, if once he l)rok« throogh his sense 
x>£ honor, and declared /hat passion to the 
destined bride of his friend^ he would ever 
i^erwards shun and detest .ttw nian 
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^om he had injured. - — All this M. de 
To^rville had admirably well combmed^, 
— -na. umn usderstood and managed better- 
the weaknesses of human nature, but itV 
strength he could not so well estunatQ ^ 
and as for generosity, as h« could not 
believe in itV sincerity,, be was nerer 
prepared for it's edicts. The stfuggles^ 
which thePruice made against hispaSsioii>, 
were greater,, and of longer duration, thaa 
M.xde Tourville had exacted. If Count 
Albert had continued .^bsent, the Princo: 
might have been brought more easily to* 
%etray bun; but hisreturo recalled, in tlie- 
midst of lOTe and jealoa^y,. the sense of' 
Inspect he- bad fbi^ the superior character 
0f this friend of his eariy days :. — he kntw 
the valbe of a friend-*— even at the moment 
Be yielded* his fiuth to a ftatiaarer. — He 
ebi^ld not at boce forfeit the esteem of the* 

. teiiig who esteemed him most ;, — he eodld; 
not sacrifice the^ interest,, and ais Jbc 
thought,, the happiness of the ailing i*»ho. 

* tdved him best.^— The. jattaohtrt^nl his fa^ 
write had showa him^ his trtith^ liis eon?^ 
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flding opeHness of temper, the pleasure?^ 
io bis counteHance, when he saw hmt- 
Ikst upon his return from England, aU^ 
these operated on the heart of the Prinoe,^' 
and no declaration of his passion had becA^ 
made at the time when the appointed^* 
interview took place between Count AM 
biert and the Countess Christina at hei* 
father's palace. Her friends, not doubt- 
ing that her marriage was on the eve of 
it's accomplishment, had no scruple, even^ 
in that court of etiquette, in permitting 
the affianced lovers to have as pvivate a 
conference as. each seemed to desire. -^ 
The lady's manner was this morningmott 
alarmingly gracious^ Count Albert wauy 
however, struck by a difference in her 
air, the moment she was alone with him/ 
imm what it had been, whilst in the pre^ 
sence of her friends. All that he mi^t 
without vaijity have interpreted as maifk-^ 
ing a. ckftire to please, to show him fSH 
vor, ^d to evince her approbation^ i^t 
)eai^«pf • tihe ^oiee her-f riends had mad4 
for h(^i v^msbed tl^moment^ diw^ 
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friencTs withdrew. What her motives 
ia^ht be^ Count Altehberg ixmld not 
gness^ but the hope he ;6ow felt, that she 
wais not. really intlinad to consider hitn 
iifith partiality, i^ndered it more easy fa 
enter into that explanation, ' upon which 
he traS, at alleVents, resolved. With all 
the delica<^y due to bier.^ex> with all the 
deference 4ue to her <^haracter, and aU 
Ihe softenings by which politeness cati 
sooth and ceticiliate pride, he revealed to 
jl^^ Countess Christina the real state of 
hi^ affections; he told I^r the wh<^ 
;€rath, concluding by repeatijig the asr 
suranoe of his belief, th£lt hei" cfa^tni 
and. merk wotdd be irresistible ,ta arty 
heart. tl^t w^ disengaged. . ' 

The lady heard hiqi in astonishment 
>~:for this torn of fa$e she. had be0n 
wJipUy unprepared, the idea <rf* his beis^ 
allfaeh^d to. smother bad neVc^ oacf pv^ 
^fited itself to het itnagioaj^6A^ , ^e 
had never calculated on the poesibili^ 
tb^ her aUiai\ce' should be decUoed ]bjf 

— . * 

. ^y i(i(^yidual, pf> faqail^ li^is .than mya}. 
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She possesaed^ fidwever,- priile of c&arac^ 
teF> superior to* ber pride of raxik^ and 
strength of miady raked to tbe lb£tui6» 
of her amytioiK -*^ Widi dignit^r in her 
air and countenance, a£ter a pause bt 
ve&ction,^ she replied^ 

^^ Count. Albert 1 JJtenberg is^ I &id^ 
equal to* the high character I have heard 
efhifii.-^ Deserving of my esteem^ and 
confidence, by that which ean alone 
oommand esteem, and merit eonfldenc^ 
*-^ Sincerity. --^ His example has recalled 
tae^ to my nobler 6el^ and he has^, in tbis^ 
moment, rescued me from the labyrintb 
•f a diplomatists— r Count Alber^i sinco^- 
tity— -I— kittle aceustomed to imitation — 
but, proud to folhm even, in what is good: 
and great, — ^shall imitate..— Know then^ 
<Bir, that my heart> like your own, is ^ en* 
£a^edk<^-«-And that you may be convinced 
ii^ ftot mo(^ your •ear with the semblance 
«f confidence, I^ 9hall> at whatever ha- 
^rd to oiyself,. trust to yon my secret. — 
Wy affertionfr have a high object, — • are 
-tofid. upoA. iHm^. whose friend and fai^ 
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rite Count Albert Altenberg deservedly i» 
"i*— I should scorn myself* . • . no throne 
npon earth could raise me m my owo 
opinioir, if I could deceive or betray the 
mau^ who has treated me witk such sin* 
cerity." 

•- Relieved at ottce by thia explanation^ 
and admiring the manner in which it 
Was made, mingled ^oy and admiration 
"Wete mai^ifest'in his countenance ; and the 
lady forgave bwn the joy, in consideratioR 
«f^ the tribute be paid to her superiority. 
^^—Admiration ^as a tribute he was most 
wifling to pay at this moment, when te? 
leased fVom that engagement t6 love^ 
which it bad been Impossible lor bim .to 
ftil6L 

: The Countess recalled bis atteitti<m to 
her aiSairs and to his own — Without hfs 
tnaking ^ny inqn^^. she toM bim all 
that had been done> and all that yet re- 
mained to be done, for the accomplish- 
ment of her hopes — She had been at* 
sured, she said, by one now in the- fovor 
iftid piivater confidence ei the hi^i^ediitfy 
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JVince, that his inclination for her was^: 
p^nfully anii. with struggles, which, in* 
her eyes, tliade hi^ royal heart wwthy 
her conquest — |Suppre$c^d by e^ 3ense o£ 
honor to h|f friend.; 

*^ This conflict would now ceaSe/V 
Coont Albert said,: *^ It ^boiild be bis 
immediate care to relieve his Priiice froHi^ 
§dl difliculty ;o.n his accotiiat." 
. ^^ By what means c". the Countes^ 
asked. 

" Simply by informit^g him of th6 

truth as far as I a.m concerned — 

Your secret. Madam, is safe— ypwr copr 
fidence sacred — Of all that, concerns 

4 

myself— tny own attachment^ and thi^ 
resignation of any pretensions that might 
interfere with his,' he ^hall imOlediately 
he acquainted with tl^ whole truth.'* [ 
The Cottntes* coloured, and repeating 
the words ^' Th& u>holetruth,'' rr- looked 
disconcerted, nud in great perplexity 
replied, Coutit Albert's speaking to .th<t 
Prfriice dire:ctly> his immediate resigna-r 
tioii of his pretensions, .would^ perfaffps^ 


patronage: 209 

defeat her plans. This was not the 
course she had intended to pnrsne — far 
from that which M. de Tourville had 

pointed ont After some moments^ 

reflection, she said, 

"I abide by the troth Speak' to 

the Prince—^ — Be it so 1 trust to 

yonr honor and discretion, to speak to 
him in such terms as not to implicate 
me, to commit my delicacy, or to dero- 
g^ate from my dignity — ^We shall see then 
whether he loves me, as I desire to be 

loved If he does, he will free me, at 

once, from all diffioilty with my friends^ 
for he will speak en prince — and not speak 
in vain — —If he Iov^5 me no^ — I need 
not tell yon. Sir, that you are equally 
free My friends shall be Convinced-^ 
that I will never be the bride of any other 
man*** - 

Aifter the explanation with the Lady 
Christina, Count Albert lost no timej 
he went instantly to the palace. In bii 
way thither, he was met by one of th* 
pages, who told him the Prince desired 
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to $ee bim immediately. He found the 

Prince alone Advancing to meet 

him^ >\'itb great effort in bi9 manner 
to command bis emptioa^ the PrincQ 
said, 

^^ I bave sent for yon. Count Albert^ 
to give you a proof, tbat the friendship 
of princes is not, in every instance, sa 
vain a thing as it is commonly believed 
U^ he*. Mine for you has withstood 
9trong t^mptatiott-r — ypu come froflJl 
thie. Cwbt^s^Christina, I believe, aild 
can.measure,. bettlpr than any one^ .th^ 
f(Wr^. of that temptation — ^ Kaqw> that 
in your ' absence it, has bton my misfor- 
|un^ to l^([rome passionately enamoi^d 
of your destined bride. But I havQ 
pever, eithei;: by word or look, directly 
or indirectly, infringed on what I felt to 
be due to your friendsbip, and to my owa 
lloBor.' Never 4id I give her the^ slight* 
fst intinoiatfon of my passion, never at^ 
t^l)3pted to t^ke any of the advantages, 
which my situation might be supposed 
to give.** 
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Count Albert had jtrat received the 
most convincing- testimony, corroborating 
these assertions— he ivas going to express 
his sense of the conduct of his Prince^ 
and to exphuu his own situation, but 
the Prince went on speaking, with the 
eagerness of one who fears his own reso- 
lution, who has to say something, which 
he dreads that he should not be able t6 
resume or finish, if his feelings sh6uld 
meet with any interruption. 

^ And now let me, as your frietid c^nd 
Prinze, congratulate you, Count Albett^ 
eu your happiness ; and^^ with the- s^n^ 
sincerity, I retjuest, Aat' your marriage^ 
may not ht delayed, and that you ifdll 
^ake your bride immediately away from 
my father's court. THme will, I hope^ 
tender her presence less dangerous ; 
time will, I hope, enable me to cinjoy 
your Society m safety : and when it sfaaU 
become my duty to govern this state, I 
shbll hope for the assistance of youi^ 
fialents and lutegrity, and shafi have 
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deserv^ in some degree^ joar attatb- 
roent." 

The Count, in the strongest manner^ 
expressed his gratitede to his Prince for 
these proofs of his regard, given under 
circumstances the most trying to the 
Uuman heart. He felt, at this instant, ex- 
c}uisite pleasure in revealing to. his High- 
ness the troth, in showing him^ that the 
sa^i^ce he had so honorably, so gene- 
rously determined to niake, was not 
fequisite; that their affecdous were fixed 
on different objects; that before Count 
Albert had any idea of the Prince> 
attachment to the Lady Christina, it had 
l^een his ardent wish, his dcterminationr 
at all hazards, to break off engagements; 
which be^ould not fulfil. 
, The Prifice was in rapturous joy — alt 
his' ease of manner towards hfs fri^snd 
teturned instantly, his aflfection and con* 
fid^ce flowed in full tide. Proud of^ 
himself, and h'nppy in the sense of the 
innuiBelit danger irom which he had* 
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escaped ; iie now described tfae late con- 
flicts his heart had endured, with the 
eloquence of self-complacency, and with 
that sense of relief/ which is felt in speak- 
ing on the most intieresting ^ all sub- 
jects to a faithful friend, from whom a 
secret has been painfully concealed — •' 
The Prince ' now threw open every 
thought, every feeling of his mind. 
Count Alteriberg rose higher than ever 
in his favor, not the temporary favorite 
of the moment — fhe companion of plear 
sures — ^the flatterer of prqsent passion or 
caprice, but the friend in whom there 
is certainty of sympathy, and security 
•of counsel — The Prince, confiding in 
•Count' Atberfs ^zeal and superior pow- 
icrs, now torfc . advice from him, and 
made a coafidamt no longer o^ M. de 
Tourville. Tlie very means, which that 
; intriguing courtier had taken to under*- 
Imine Count Altenberg, thus eventually 
proved the cause of establishing more 
^rmly his credit — The plain sincerity of 
^he Count, and. tl^ geoeroos magna- 
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nimity of tile lady^ at cmce disconcert^ 
^d destroyed the artful plan of the 
diplomatist. M. de Tourville's disap- 
pointment, when he heard from th^ 
Countess Christina the result of her inter* 
view with Count Albiprt^ and the ve^ 
proaches^ which in that moment of vex* 
ation he could not refrain from utterring 
against the lady for having departed 
from their plan, and having trusted to 
the Count, unveiled to her the meanness 
of his charticter, and the baseness of hif 
designs — She plainly saw, that his object 
had been not to assist her love, but to 
gratify hi3 own hate — Not merely to 
f^dv^nce bis own fortune, that, she 
knew, m\ist be the first object of crery 
poqrtier, but *^ to rise upon the ruins of 
jtnother's ffune'*— ?and this, she deten- 
ppined, $hpnl4 never be acdomplisfaed by 
her .^ss^stanc^, jbr witbiier cqumvartce. 
^he pu^ , Cfiimt Albert on his gu^rd 
igainst this in)sidipt|^, e^expy. -^ . 

J The ppupt,:gratdlil to the Udy, yet 
biassed neithi^r by ,}io^ of her fiituiie 
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favdr, nor by present desire to please, 
firm in honor and loyalty to the Prince 
who asked his connseL carefnllv studied 
the character of the Countess Christina, 
to determine whether she possessed the 
qualities fit for the high station, to which 
love was impatient that she should be 
elevated. — When he was convinced, that 
her character was such as was requisite 
to ensure the private happiness of the 
Prince, to excite him to the attainment 
of true glory — then, and not till then, 
he decidedly advised the niarriage, and 
zealously offered any assistance in his 
power to promote the union. The.here^ 
ditary Prince about this time, became, 
by the death of bis father, sole master 
of his actions ; but it was not prudent 
to begin his government with an act itt 
open defiance of th0 prejudices or cus- 
tomS' of his ccmntry. By these customs, 
he couW not mirry any woman under 
the rank of a Priheess, and the £ii^ 
^dror had been Itiibwn to refuse con* 
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feiring tbisrapk, even on fajrorites of 
po werj[iil poteDtatef , Uy wWm , 1)^ j^^d 
been in the most urgent n^ai^P^sp* 
licked.^ CQW>t Albeit ^It^iibeig Mood 
high in the. esteem, of the Emperor^ at 
whose court h^ h^il spent some time; und 
his )[h*incenpH^ commissioned him tpg^ to 
Vienna, and endeavor to i^pve the Emr 
peror, to concede this point in b|is favor* 
This embassy was a new Hfid tcyrrible 
delay to the Comet's anxious , desire pf 
returning to England. . But he/ ^ad 
offered his services, and be gave them 
generously. He repaired to yienna^ 
and pej-severing through ma^ny . di(S<ml* 
ties^ at length sjacQeeci^d in , obtaining for 
the Countess the rank pf Princesg.T—^ 
Tbe attachment; of the. Prince was then, 
publickly dejdai^d — Tbe marriage ^ws 
solemnised — All apprpved of the Prince'^ 
choice— —AH— ^exQ©pttlte,enyiou8, who 
pever approve of the. happy.: — -Count 
JMi^i"^ rec^ive^, both frpm/.the Prince 
4^d, Prio^^s^ tbe, high«ft marka of ^es- 
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teiem and favor. • M.' dc Tottrville, detect- 
^d and desf^iied^ retired firom comrt it dis^ 
grace and M despair. 

ImmedklkHj atfter Ms marriage^ the 
Princer ded»ed bis mtentkm of appoint- 
ing Count Albert Altenberg bis prime 
ioinisliei^ ; bnt b^ore he entered on the 
4iitied of hh office^ and llie vefy moment 
that he eoold b^ spared by bis Prince^ 
he asked and obtained pertnission to 
#etarn to 'Eu^and^ to the lady on whom 
his a&ctions were fixed. * The old 
CbttM^ his father, satisfied wkh the tnm 
whieh affiiir^ had taken, and gratified in 
his utmost ambition, by seeing his son 
mihister of state, now willingly permit- 
ted him to fellow hi^ own inclination In 
the choice of a wife. " And," con- 
cluded Count Albert, ^^ my Father rej 
joices, that my heart is devoted tp an 
Englishwoman-^Havirj^ himself married 
nn English lady, he l:now$, from expe- 
tience, how to appreciate the domestic 
inerits of the ladies of England ; lie is 
prepossessed - in their favor. He agrees, 

VOL. IV. h 


218 PATRONAGE. 

indeed^ with foreigners pf ^V6ry natioiiy 
who baye had opportanities of judgingi^ 
and who all allow that — next to their own 
connttywomen— -the English are the ipost 
ebarming and the most amiably women Ja 
the world.''-r- > 

When the Count had finished ^nd had 
pronounced this, panegyric of a, nation^ 
while he thought only of an individjml^ 
he paused, anxious to know what effect 
his narrative had produced on Mr. and 
Mrs. Percy. 

He was gratified both by their word* 
and looks, which gave him full assurancj^ 
of their entire satisfaction. 

*^ And since he had done them, the 
honor of appealing to tlieir opinion, they 
might be permitted to add their con^plete 
approbation of every part of his ccm^ucft, 
in the difficult circumstances in which 
he had been placed. — They were fully 
«6nsible of the high honor, that suc^ a 
msln as Count Altenbei^ conferred oa 
their daughter by his preference. — 7- As 
to the rest they mast refer him to Caro- 
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fme herself.'' Mr. Percy said, with a 
grave voice, but with a smile, from wbic)i 
the Coant augured well, ^^ that even for 
the most advantageons,^and in hisopintoa 
•the most desirable connexion, he would 
not influence his daughter's inclinations, 
tGaroline must decide."-— >' ' 

Mr. Percy advised, that the appeal to 

Caroline should be postponed till the next 

.raornifag. — The Count was impatierit — 

but Mn. Percy, who loiew thai .b«r 

daughter, though, she had commanded 

'.her feelings, had been much agitated by 

ills unexpected appearance, prevailed r^fi 

him to defer speaking to her till the sue* 

'cfeeding day,.tiwH she might?have* an op- 

portntiity of relating to her all that'tli^ 

jjiad-ju.st heard from the Count; and thn|> 

sh0. $aid;iXio time would be lost in.pr(^pa^- 

ing; C^roliijp tq, do bim;iusticq. — 'Cbunt 

Altenb^i^ cfiujid npt.U^yisi his: cause ^D hfllfr- 

terliaftd§. The sun' wa^ iibw ^^ttingv and 

not presijr^ingi; . to itttrud§ liMfer,. lie n^ 

.tire^.. ^ , ^;;' \ . • ':: ,...:;;•,, *• . 

It -was r^iqarked bgr lloaaix¥>t^d» tbait 

t 2 


jiQ took) %k way through ' ihe winShil; 
p9i&. dowo tbe ^xi tridx slow and re- 
kictaiit it^>s, very di&rent from* t&e 
!spfied^ .with which 2Ui hour before he had 
strode acro^i the wood^ aud ascended t&e 
,hifi. 

^' My dear motbar! tell as all in one 
word P exclaitned Rosamond -^ '}. Joj or 
sorrow?*" 

" Joy^ my love ! — • Happiness, beyond 
\«or Jhopesr* cried the delighted mother, 
«ifQnilig:lier anns to rec^e and eml^race 
hatit her daughters. — '^ Happy naother 
tk^ L am!^ Happy beyon^ expi^ 


^^ Deservedly hufpy^ all, and eachV* 
xsmA Mr^ Percy, and wkh ^e ferv^ 
^gratitude of a father's heart, he thanked 
-€ki4 Ap^^aviiig bleiieed him in his family; 
—7 ^^.Aiid,*' addf^d he, wkh alock of cbas- 
lat^lileatiire, and that sentiment of trae 
awignation, '^htcti al^My^ recurred to hk 
-fliiMl ilk ^qMmeiito of great idicityr . 

*^ If there be any future sorrow or ca- 
%aiitgF ii^ 9tof* lor saey I am now pre- 
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pared» atid resigm^ td k^ ^atefeU tot a 
long life of b^pines^, witfe fpW, t^ fci*^ 
tcmdbe^of ad\jersity-r-Io8s of fortmwft^ with 
such childreq, w* have scarcdy felt -~ I 
have had no trials — if they are to eomfej 
let theqi come. — iVfter this tnofttent I 
hope I ^h^l be able to endute as I 
ought;*^— 

: " And there must b^ a gre^t trial 

for us both - — prepared at this moment'' 
said Mrs* Percy—-** No joy numixH 
with sorrow;— At this moment, whilst jwi 
hold bet to your, heart ,, . ► W^ tnolit fey 
jiiember^ thai Catoline will' soon be no 
longer amongst as -^ Rosasiond we sh^U 
not lose -^ — But, Caroline ! '*—— : — . > 

Caroline turned away^ and burst mto 

*^Tbe first teaiis her mi^her eWuriaawU 
her shed^* — said Rofeamond— **^ tjbe.vefj^ 
first frbni childhood 16 this^tonrP* . ' ^ 

^. ISsitn to:mt; iaj CaroKteil Aid 
Mrs^ltitif^ i^ttlii^ Hdiirnh bendr Mr-loa 
the bank on* idiich she had sunk. — 

"\list6fl to io*, tiay 61»iW • • •'^ : ' ^ 
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^ Listen^ Caroline I" cried M*. Perc^j 
^to yotir lather's stronger Toice.** ^ ' 

•* And stronger miiid^* — said Mt^! 
Percy, looking up to ber husband, ihM 

• 

rising and leaning upon him as be spokcf. 

*^ Caroline ! —It mast be so — ^It is the 
order of natnre — We are fond, hut riot 
selfish, parents— ^ If your happiness b(^ 
secured by the sacrifice^ we can part 
with you -*- And when the time comes--^ 
here is your mother, will bear it better^ 
ptf^lipb,tha^ I sh^U-^i^th all mf boa^ 
of fortitude — better certainly," cdnt^- 
mued Mr.' Percy, smtKn^-^*^ 4)etter inft'*- 
oitely, than Rosamond, who,- at this in- 
stant, tWtiks us all foeJs, ut>d stmidsthert^ 
'kihet 8eoret4boDgbt$conviM6d,Carolh)i^^ 
'that you will do whatever you please wlA 
' Count Altenberg, make him give up power, 
Frinc^ dountry, and live where ajnd how 
'yonchoose/* i. : 

'• That was just^hatrl was thinkihg,*' 

aaid Hbimnoiid^^^ And yoti will seie, that 

* •'•,■>■ , • • ' 

• What in my secret soul was understood, 
Hi9 lips shall utter, and bif Aeitds isiaM ^kmI/ 
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Yes, £ither,** coiitihaed ftosamondj 
^' you ^will'see, that Caroline will inak^ 
the Gonnt say and do whatever she^ 
pleases -r^ she wHl make him sacrifice 
power, fortune, country; all for love." 
' " No," said Caroline — *• I nete^ 
would ask, never would ftccspt of sucti 
sacrifices -^he is bound by honor knd 
fluty to hifi Prince and his country, an^ 
if I become his wife, bis* honor become^ 
*tiu9e, 'his duty mine *=— However great 
<he ^kcrifices required, • 1 must Tje <pre 
pared to make them — or ^— resolve • . •"* 
*< To prevent Caroline from dweHiugotl 
the ttltenmtite, Rosamond lamed qmd^ 
to her father atid mother, and requested 
io know, if they might hear the result or 
*beir long conference wiA 'Count AS^ 
tenbei^ - , . i ; r* 

r ^ iDuring the rcpethion of thfc narrati>*e, 
Bosamond^s eagerness of attentidn af d 
soKdtnde were sudi; that any one* . . . 
any one >but Mr. Temple, might have 
imagined, it was to the history of hev 
Qwn lover -she was listening. — ^ She Va$ 
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dlnariBed Id fiod her propbecks'^ as sbd 
$9idy accoiQplkbed ; and tkat th^ Count 
jwjtified all that sbe had ever beKevipd of 
]hs • eoQstaocy. Rosaimuid forgot, and 
Caroline iiiever feipinded her^ t^at her 
^Uef and bee prop^ecie% haxl varied 
ppnsiderajbl;^ at fUiB^eot times^ during 
^is abseijuee^ ^nd had> some days, been 
^iametricaUy opposite to wbat sb^ Im>^ 
fancied tbey Jbad eyer steadily continued^ 
£Ten of late — - very lately *— in her pity 
for poor Lord William -^^ — Ro8amopd> 
tlioo^ sbfr woiild not now allow it, wa$ 
lather inclined to think L^dy Jan^ Oraii* 
TlHe in the rights and ^was disposed t<f 
rasped the absent lover in the wrong — r 
Caroline> cpnscioas that she bad always' 
licme b|m justice, and rejoiced tha^ sIk^ 
liad not mistaken his isentiments, wafi 
confirmed bow by facts in ber favorable 
opinion ^ the Count, and her. partiality 
was' heightened ' by the grateful ^convic--? 
tion of the steadiness and strength of bif * 
^aehmeut. - * !' 

The next day theCoun^ vfi/^ all tB^ 


J 


-IHtfsiiftsm. te4ei<n0Mi. and eHeify cf 
4snitb :and Hwe, pleac|cd bis ow&> caBse^ 
-Mil .wan h»t4 by Caroliat with a mor 
^hs^i ci^^mlf. iageimon^. 8«nt]i)]liC]% 
ir]kiit]|. uptOTMaed hi8;pa»km;r-^WltiI.st>dM 
fffjfcimiile^^ lioirtdglrhej^ifiQbd.idcilMr 
^9f^Sn^ sh^ did. Qoft, a^tonpt te cttapesal 
^ct ^mpi^sioM.he. bad soiadek iOn .iher 
^eart;. yet .li^ mm tte malkcted .m^ 
giosify ^ ffijk |i* tho idiBa of ^nMiog bef 
]l«r^i^her nstitr^ ^ Iwr ftmly^ lirieAdfti 
lipip^,.om^ryr-T'SawjtMtS #b^ df)tadfl^ 
to yield ber beart tc^ tbe promise%J^ 
k^PfSi q£ tb«: p^sjikfo^ wbic^. 9199^4 ati^ 
ii$t^ j4qu]r^ ftanif.ljer.ftii^ 9aaid0e%TnT^ 
%Unr^c€^ \ijiic^ bi^ 9)!^ dmf^q^p^itwM i» 
liM (ywHp0aO9i^#9l?.Qf ^dr 9C||K«ii)j|MH)^^ 

sb« ^ud^ would b^i^ pi^Yfnfed h^ ^km: 
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traiusieDt acquaintance^ had thrown ber 
Jieait off It's guarcl; and when siievi^ 
first wakened to the perception* of her 
^n partiality^ it was in circttmstanees, 
9vhen. there- seemed little chance of his 
wta wishitig to^ separate her~ from her 
friends — ^:As' long as the > hope of being 
uiitedto him was faint and distant^sd 
wus the feir of the sacrifices that nmon 
might ifensfmd-rr bnt ndW) the hope, the 
fear^ the certainty^^ at once pressed . on 
her heart with the ntost agitating or- 
gency.- ^ • ■ ■ . - - 

The CiMiirt ^wothed) and as.&r«BS 
possible relieved her mind^ . by the 
i5s«rance/ thkt thoogh his duty to his 
Prmee and to his father^ though all hi# 
^blio and priy&te connexi^^ and in- 
tei^sls ^ dUiged hite to reside for some 
timer nsr Germany^ yet 'Uiot ii^ cdtdd 
occasicmrally visit £n^nd^ that be^hould 
Seiifce e¥ery ic^^rtnnity of r^VQrnifig''M 
k country^ that he pi%ferred t^ «tll otbens' j 
Imdi for his own siUce^ heh shoitidr^oal*^ 
iivate tibe friendship of 4ier ^ fiunily^ af 
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«ack individual was> in difierent waySi 

united to his taste^ and stood high in hi^ 

esteem. He might hope, that he had 

, ehtained a portion of their regard^ and 

that, with the strong inducements Ca« 

roline could hold out to them, ^^^7. 

would he prevailed upon, in their turn, 

to vi^t the Continent, so that, though 

separated hy distance, she would' notfbe 

lost to her family; and, perhaps, she 

might, upon the whole, enjoy more of 

.the society - of her friends, though at 

longer intervals of time, than married 

daughters often do, who live in the same 

tountry with their parents. 

' Caroline listened with fdiid anxiety to 

tik^e hopes ; iBhe was willing to helieve 

in promises, which she was Convinced 

were made with entire -sincerity ; bat 

: yie dreaded, that Connt Alteiriberg's 

! mtu^tfon and duties, as a statesman and 

' a 'minister, would tender it ifi^pde^ihle 

that they ^should be fulfilled, -i^^— And a^ 

life^at cou^tya life of repre9entatki^ to 
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$fty; HO worse of it • . * IrotilAbe toiiwi 

' NotbiQg but tkd exttraordiQaiy merits 
Jpiaed to the extreoi^iikaiy powers d 
pissing, whidi Count AlteDherg posK 
iessedv nothing tn short l^ut kiwe, . . 4 
cmkH htiYe v^n^iill^ tbed^' ol^eor 
tieQ9, aiid have prevailed^ wSbh Garo^ 
}uier to make these sacrifices — ^ However^ 
^hen her aifectto^s had been wroagb^ 
to this poiat, wbea her resoiatiou w^ 
once determined^ sh«r nevc^ afiterwarc^ 
t^rimeiiled the man, to wb<He» .^he waiT 
aiktacli^dy unith wavering douhls andb 
scroples ; but di^ianifig alS^eti^ion aAil 
ea|>fice, what ^e gave waf doublf 
gtivee^ :fir0m> hetog gracioitoly be84jOwe4;« 
md tbe valnfO' of what she sdK^fited' 
yfm 4onhUf> fdx-^hom * ti^ dlgaltj ^ti|4 
iHWsttfiitiitioos g^nefo^ty^ witjh whidb^ 
tjfiil; snqrifioe wasmaide. — Count AlMn^ 
b(ti^'^ >|^0o>^^^ tQ* hil Pjcino^ obliged. 
Iliift, |o* «aum bjil an apf^wMf^d tme ^ 
<^4iiil^ iii»b^ tMt tiQa€ ^«4 ,lK«n. 
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VBOie distant; sl^ wouid bave lieHghted 
w^ spending the ^ring time of We iq 
lb9 wkjst of tbme vWhad formed till 
ppw ali the hafipiaEiess'of hei;life^ witl^ 
b^ ;paie|)49ff to whom she owed evei^ 
tilings tCh whoiu her gratitude was at 
^pra?{i% aa^strong^as her afifertion -<- with hev 
b«lfted wstet, who bad ayffipathi^d.sq^ 
tepMferljr in aH her sorrow^ and ivi&o^ 
gently wished to have some time al^ 
iowed to enjoy her baj^ness^ -^ Caro-^^ 
Ii(ie £e)t . spl this, \m% Ahe felt, teo deeply 
tj(^ display Codings -1-^ sensible of whattb% 
duty and. honor of Coa^t /^tenbejrg de^f 
manded) slie made no hesitation^ — asked 
for no delay. — - .':*'• i^ j • . >• 
I The firat lettersi^ thA^r^«i^<« wvtten to 
a999iuicf% bef int^^Wd mav^iig^). ^k^k :U^ 
Mf^. ^iiagei#](|d>^ aiiids: te Jmif J^ne^ 
^ai^Ulerr^^^ ^^^triMy^li^avrAfpr^ 4^ 

afj»«tuiWtbMr OBwawiy 4b**^CiM8olipe Ti^wr 

n^tj t»i Qlfe»d fm f^} ^ rphiK«m t*^ 
tf)Ut^Sia|||i.to»fiQq% cyv|oa.i«^,«|f ^ 
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intentions. In fact she inade no secret, 
no mystery, where none was required by 
good sense or propriety. Nor did «lie 
communicate under a strict injunction of 
secresy to twenty IHends, who were after- 
wards each to be angry with the other for 
having, or not haying told that of whidi 
they were forbidden to speak.— The 
order of precedency in Caroline's confi* 
dential communications was approved by^ 
all the parties concerned. ^ 

Mrs. Hungerford was at Pembroke^ 
#ith her nieces, when she received Caro- 
lineV letter ; her answer wafi as followa, 

•* MY DEAR CHIL0, 

I am ^ ten yeart' younger ^ce I 
ited your letter, therefore do not be sur- 
prised at the quidcness of my motions *^ 
I shall be with you- at the Hills, in 
TV^wn, or wherever you are, as soon as it 
is 'possible, -after you let me know when 
aiid .where I caii^ embrace you and our 
^fcar Couvtt **- A% * the marriage of my 
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litece^ La<fy Mary Barclay^ yoor modier 
wili remember^ that I prayed to Heaven 
I might Kre to see my beloyed Carolioe 
united to the man of her choice — I am 
jgratefol that this blessing, this comple- 
tion of all my earthly hopes and happi- 
ness^ haa been granted to me, 
V . ' M. Elizabeth Hungerford.** 

.. The ansii^er of Lady Jan« Gr^YiUe 
pamenext, — ., , ; 


'' Confidmtiair , 

^ '^ This is the last con/Wen^Mt/ letter t 
shall ever he able to write to yon — for a 
married woman's lett^ts yon Joww^ or 
you will soon know, become, like all the* 
rest of her proper^j inbject- to her- hte-' 
badid. Excepting alwalys the s^dnets 'of 
which she >ilas possessed befoi^ marriage/ 
whiieh' do ndt ga into the coinmon stofikf 
if ishe be a woniati of honor-- ^«— So I ani' 
#afe with yon, Caroline ; 'and any ermM^ 
etts^^inita'l Bright barre formed, • or^myl 
hasty expWsions ^I may hiave 4et <dropf 
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^b4m*i a ceytajfn Coimt, yott itUl bury in* 
oUiviM> aftd never ht mp $ed jmi b^i 

" Y«i :wf9re rjjs^V »y <fewr/ m tbat 
vthflh himiftt9» ; I tra9 wrong, ; and ^ I • 
can say for myaelf kr^ t^at I -mm 4rroi^: 
witlir tbut best pMBilofo inttentions ; I now 
cdngratolate yon wM a» sincere joy, as- 
tf'tfi^ ebsd^ngfitoich 'bad been made 
by my advice^ under mj - chaperonagej: 
and by fevor of that patronage of^askhn,, 
of which I &nt)w your father thinks thafe 
tlotbf B<y )^<j)and.Aear«faetf jfoB ---^Tbercr 

he is oiUyhalf rjg^t^ifiber all<*^S#^Q;ndfc 
let hm te toorpv9iiid.^.l i9ift not ^^iow' 

^fttft^y hea^ is ev^r wv#n^ oe^midty 
nM Wl^efe yoiEi^re cxiwfiuMcl^. > 
\ 'M am. imj^ati^V my. 4ea9 Caroiui#^ 
^ s^ yi)uir €otintij^Uytonb#ig^ h h^O^ 
))!^^<^^|^|g^9i(sp(^icia Qfi]f^taiyi|iy;bp 
%«i]r<il^.ji0Ue^»i^ jvlHffl^Iinet M diii^ 
n«ty m tl^ Jfftbfi of 1 I^Ufienw^'s* 1% its 
«rm> tfiat t^ '€i(M|n( ift ti^ctea f^mm 


Xbke of Gfceowfcb ask^. oote this qoesf 
tioiii and 1 prraiified I would let his 
Ghrace know from ihe best jfossUde author 
jrity — Bat 1 did not conmut y oa. 

" And now, my dear, for my own hite- 
mt — If yott have re^ly and cordially 
forgiven me, for having -so rasbfy sud^ 
upon a late oiqcafiion, that I woold nevet 
fdi^ive yon, prove to me yonr placability 
and your fiinc^r^^— nae your aUpowfrful 
infiueiioe>. to obtaiki for me a favor, ou 
whick I have let my beart. Will yim 
jmsvail on all yonr hfim^ te come vp to 
Town directly, and take potteaiion of 
mine^-^Coupt Altenberg, yoo say, has 
business to transact with ministers ; whilst 
this is going on, and whilst the lawyers * 
are settlii^ prtlimmaries, where can yov^ 
all he better than with me ^ I hope- 1 
shall be able to .make Mr. and Mrs»; 
IWcy feel as jofmcbat hmnfiy m Me hoQr\ 
time, .u$ I foiiad myself the first tmmi^ 
after my ^mival nt the IfiUti some yeaiA. 

ago* ■ ■'■';•,• 'j 

^'I know ^b^BMgimioi^ iff&k ffem. 
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« 

yott to go to them^ and ' Alff <^<^ aikd Mf^ 
A. Percy, willplead nearest of km — I cad 
only throw myself upon yoor generosity^ 
Tlie more itidammcnts yon have to go t6 
other friends, the more I shall feel gra- 
tified and obliged^ if yon &Yor m^ wiA 
this proofs of your preference Imd afiec^- 
tion. Indulge me^ my dear Caroline^ 
perhaps for the last time, with your com^ 
punyy of which, ^lieve xmt I have, though 
a woman of the worlds dense and feeling 
sufficient, fully t^ ^predate the vaiue^ 
Yo^ . (at all ^Tents)> ev^r arid affec^ 
)tionatfily, • -^^ . - 

. .Ciiit|»tidiihiii|ttttr#«»Tuesda^ii 


. . • f • * ' ' 


,, ^^ p^jS,^]; hop« ymr father is lof mf 
jppinipp, Ihut iweddinga^ espeeklly axmmg 
persoqs.Qf fk jperiain^^ranrk of life, ougfc^ 
i^yayiS |9 .he jmMc; '^ attended by the 
^ri^jods, 9fkd ;CQimeiciott3 of <the faniilief^ 
|in4 cppdjPQti^d. with something oftke 
good old arbtocratic formality, poiop. 


rr^ 
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^ ^^*' Lady Frances Artington has jnst 
tailed to say, she has H vast ttiind to be 
bmlemaid — J IdM her Ladyship th« 
I Gould settle notbtog till yoa caine to 
Towd^ ■ Pray come*— i— and immer 

sdiately/'--^ — 

Lady Jane Granville's {K>lite and 
ni^nt request was ^afltfed. Caroling 
and all her fatnUy^bad pleasure iti showf 
ing Lady Jafnof/ tbat^they felt jjpraKefnl for 
hei*-kkulhess .—*-*• \. .:^ » ' • 

' Ihlt. 'Temple obtafified p^mtsskm froitt 
liord 01dlK>rongh to accomf^Hiiy thi 
Percys td Town i' and it was settied that 
iiostitnond ktttd'Cai^line ibo^td be idar^ 
ried on the wime d^y. ' 

I- Bat the «of ning after their a;Mtal in 
f;io«don Mn (Tetofi^ appeafred with a 
CDuntenaiice very unlike th^ which had ^ 
<been :seen the night faelbre ^*- Hope arid 
^yhad fledt<H-tAll ptdeand hi conster^ 
station ! :^^ Rontmond was ready to dit 
.with terro r' " " S he was relieved ifrh^ 
h& declane<Mhat^ evil yelirt6d|otJy If 
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bis fortiine- The.place tb4t had. beei* 
promised to him was giiveo, indeed — the 
word of promtse wm kept to the ear, but 
bj sotve DiaDQgem^t either - .of Lord 
Skreeiie'9 or Lord Skri[Dp^re's,tbe plaqe 
bad been saddled with a peasidH to tb^ 
widow of the geDtleman, by whom it had 
been previea$ty..h«ld; biid the;.ainOunt of 
^tS pensioQ yriiB Mcb, as to reduce ^h« 
picofils of the place, to an. annual income^ 
hy. ito means sefficient tg secure inde- 
pendence, or even competence, to q mar* 
rkd owd-rMi'- Temple koetr* tbtt> wben- 
(be facts were stated to Lord.OldborOnglV 
biS' Lordship woijldt. hy - his repr«9enta»> 
' * gbest authority, obtatv^ 
secretary was unwilSnj^ 
a in , tbis disagneeable 
b troabk his ttauquillttjr 
iotHgyeS;, , efipecial.ly, ±i 
i 'Own..per<- 
:erned ~^_^ 
del»y his 
conld not 
ed foE bii 
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wed(Kag> — » De^atcbcs from tbe C<^ti- 
neiU pressed the ^bsolate necessity of his 
tetarn*. ' Revolntiouaty symptoifis had 
^ain appeared in tlm city, his Piinee 
t6at4 not dispense wkhrliis services, tih 
hdfidr Was at^take.— ' ' 

' " Mr; Ir^mpte did not att^toipt or pre- 

t ft**' 

tend to beat* his disappoititment fike a 
philosi^h^r — he hbi^ it 'like a lorer,. ftiat 
lis to ^y, veiy ill^-=^ Rosamond ! poor 

Rosamoridj rattled him with as mQcHi 
gay^ty, as sMe coitld cootiiband Wilb 4 
very lieavy . heart. ^' " ' ' ^ 

Alftel* a Iklle time lor reiectibh Aosa^ 
thoncl's good sensed which, when called 
upon • to ac^ji ne^cF Ailed Ifo gnide her 
Wi^uct^ ihdiK^ed^'lier^ to exert deetsrve 
influence to prevent Mr. Tem{fle Irom 
breaking' otit td^ ^^lent compri^kits 
agcda^. those ia ^pbniEer^— by 'whooa Ke 
had Wn fiJtiieated. ' f *^ ' ' 

' The idea of iimng' inarned on tk^ 
fame day w1^ her sistef*^ she saf d, aftti 
all was a mere child^li iancy, fot 
which no %6A&i Mtvanti^e -tlMinld^ m 


V 


4, ^ 
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Ili^zarde4; tberefore: sbe cimfured Mri 
Xemple not in a; beat' of passion to |>re- 
cipitate things, but patientl3r to wait ; — *• 
.to return and applyt to Lord; 01dborp|tgfa> 
if^ he shQ^ld finjd^. t^i^t the representations 
he had already made to Lord: Skreene 
failed of eSSdCt — With nanch reluctance 
Mr. Temple submitted to -postpone the 
day promised fQr • his marriage^ but both 
Mr. T and Mrs. Percy so strongly supported 
|lpsapiond!$ argumi^ntf, th^t he was con>^ 
peUe^d/ to. be prudent — Rosamond now 
thought only of her sister's approaching 
nuptial^ Mrs. Unngerford' and Mrs. 
IVIprtimer .arriypd ^ in ^ , Town, and all 
ftlr. ^d ]Vfcs..Rtfi(Jy\ tropp^ of friends 
glitbered : round tbfim . fof thi?^ jj^yfel 
pecfisign. \ * :• » : ; . 
*nWy. J^n§.QrwviJlei,wi^ , pecuKariy 
l*I*y**ifi fi.ndiijg,4i^t Mr-.P^rpy.agt^d 
with her in opinip^^^ thftt; ; . maKij^es 
pSghf ;tq be, publicly *^ei»j|i^;;i^tid 
f^pics^ jth^ >f hefi Q^HinOf sbwW be 
hi ^P„fhp ,,alt^ri,Jby,,tl>#. n^an.c^f hen 
Ao^siSJI^i^ ^^«14 J49I t^^ ^hoif^e sanc-^ 
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tfpi^ed by tbe approbation df ber asseni- 

ble4 family and friencis ^r Lady Jane 

justly^ observed, that it was advantageous 
to mark as strongly a$ possible tbe difie- 
rence betweea marriages with consent of 
friends> ^od clandestine unions, which 
froip. their very nature must always be as 
private as ]kopsible. — 
. If some little love of show, and ^ome 
aristocratic pride of family, mixed with 
I^ady Jane's good sense upon this as upon 
Qio^t other occasions, the truly philoso^ 
pjiic niriU be inclined to pardon her ; -—for 
they best know how much of all the prin- 
ciples, .which, form the strength and hap- 
pioeas of society, depends upon mixed^ 
fi^iYe&, . 

Mr* and Mrs. Percy, grateful to Lady 
Jaqe^ Qnd wiUmg to indulge her afieetion 
nvit's own wiay^ gratified her with permis- 
^i>tp arrange tiie whole cerembnial of 
the wedding.^^ ' 

*4 Now that SosaflMod^. marriage was 
po^tpeioed,. ^he chimed first right to be 
bet. sifter's bridemiid, Lsfdy Jfloren^V 
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Pembroke, Mrs. H«Dgerfor^s niece, hftii 
made her reqttest, and obtained Carol me'^ 
promise la be tbe second— a«d these were, 
an tihat'CaroIme desiped to have — htit 
l«ady Jane Granville evidently wished for 
the honor and glwy of Lady Frances Ai*- 
lington for a third, because she was i^iece 
to the Duke of Greenwich ; aadj besides, as 
Lady Jane pleaded, 

' ^^ Though a little selfish, she really 
would have beep generous, if she had not 
been spoilied *-^tb be sure, she cared in 
general for ho one hot herself, ... yet 
she absolutely showed particular interest 
about Caroline ^^ Besides^ her Ladyship 
bad' set . her heart upon the matter, and 
never would forgive a disappointment 

#f a fancy /^ Her Ladyship's re- 

quest was granted.--^— Further than this 
affair of the thi*ee brideraaids • we know 
oof — ' there is no record concerning vrho 
were the bridemen — But beford- w% 
come' to: .the wedding day, we think it 
neceasary to mention, for the satisfa^rliof . 
of ^e i^nident "part d[ the world, tliat 
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"Afe settlements were daly signed^ sealed, 
and delivered, in Hbe presence of proper 
witnesses. 

At the momeAl of it^ord^itig this facft, 
we are well aware, that as mach as 
we shall gain in the esteem of the .old, 
we shaUtoseib tlli^b|fiditin6Pthe^y6it^ 
"We mntt ^heftet6tb h€ i^tisfied Vith? ^ 
nod of apppdbatioii ^m'^pkre&ts, '^Yid 
miHst endtire the smife ^'scbrd ffbd^ 
iovfersi WekftoW^that, " ' -'^ 

Houses, householdstuif, or land» 

The loW conveniences of fate, '^ 

Are GirWte nrt \<Afm uhderisfn^df.'' ' " ' 

r • • » ■ • 




I 


^', ,., ' ♦ |\. 


. » » f - f . . 

t . t , ' . i . ' , 

• • * * 

* ■ ■ . • \ 


.' . -S.i 


\ 


•tOL, IV. M 


t^^ PAT|K)^i|6C. 


• t 


. V 


.C^M^TCR XL. 

r - ■ / » » t 

pany^^whoj after tbe ceremony, partook 
of an el^i^ttt collatferti at li^r /Ladyship's 
Bouse in 'Cwepdish S^i^at^* W© la^ 
inent that we cannet eir«9 ftEFaiih a {m^ 
ragraph in honor of Ckmnt Altenterg's 
equipage. 

After all their other friends had niad# 
their congratulations, had taken leave 
of Caroline, and had departed^ Mrs. Hon- 
gerford and Mrs. Mortimer still lingered. 

*^ I know, my love," said Mrs. Hun^^ 
gerford, ^^ I ought to resign you, in these 
last moments^ to your parents, your Bro- 
thers, your own Rosaniond. — Yet I have 


» ef owe ittt my , f elftshiMss •r? th«y 
6^ you ^gam^ it. U to faie h0pQdf 
^ofit;cal. — r— But I!— f- That is iMt jki Ac 
course of uftt^Tie > . . f.rtlie bleskiiig.l 
.scarcelg^ cqnkl luve ^ KpQCtetd tp U^ .to 

now t^ i jdwese^^ y^a «ml4< i^ .^le 

^J^^r^f l^ ycm, ^e^ wW rbteotfff jtoat 

Teltrs s^e th« r«8t — miHilg Itosi 

Cw^liJwj>.8b^ l^nfcd on Count Alton- 

..tH^^s ptiUPI ; Rf he.€onducft4ili«r to llfff 

" .Yw ire a hftj^y man> -Opw^ #AIW»- 
tJ»fifg- Fwgiv,« mp, if I lini 4W!t £^. (p 
.^gilKigxatolat^ vyoa r fts i *W|fet * • ♦ Pai^b- 
i^ Mmtiioer! ir^a. know my Jkact ♦ • . 

->]f «bKs stit9^:hfl|^on ^ jCjBu?qIi^ tbi«i 
he ^^piii4 ih»vte Jiem by) dUf #b(igi)atii}i- 

t4ie^dgpait^sie;.Qf Mjp#^Hoi^^fMrd:ami 

M 2 
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Mirs. Mortimer came the separation ^ 
^amch dreaded ^ by all the family^ for 
which all stiDod prepared. Despising 
land detesting the* display of sensibility^ 
they had fortified themselves for this rh^ 
mcSnt with all their resolution^ and. each 
straggled to rejMreas their own feelings. • 

Count Altenberg had delayed till the 
last moment. It was now neciessary, that 
•they should ,9et owt. — Caroline, flushed 
crimson to the very temples one instant, 
•filid p^le^ihe next, commanded with the 
ntihost effort her emotion. Rqsamond, 
nilahle fo repress hers, clung' to her sif- 
ter, weeping' — Guroline's lips ^ quivered 
^th a vain attempt to^peak — site could 
^4Kily embrace Rosamond repeatedly, and 
^ie« her mother — in silence. — — She 
stood motionless, for site had not power 
to withdraw her cold hand from her mo- 
tiler. — Her father pressed her to his bo- 
0QRi— 'blessed her-^^-and then drawing her 
am wiftbiii his^ led her to her husband. 

As they passed throt^b the hall^ die 
fiuthfol housekeeper, and the old stew-- 
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ard^ who bad come from the ccmntiy to 
the marriage, pressed forward, in bopt» 
of a last look. ' Carolhie stbpped^v dhd 
took leave of each. She was able, though- 
with difficulty, td speak,^ and she thankedb 
them for all the services and- kiiidfies9 
she had received from tiidm: fil'om chikU 
hood to this hour. — Theu her father led 
lier on to the carriage. » ' " v » 

' Oh ! if it was ttot for snch a hosbiMl 
as CoQDt Altenberg,; I never, Hetev ootH 
hear this separation, thoQ^t Caroline; 
as she took leave of het fa^er: ' " ''^'*»'* 

# 

' Her foot was now on tile '8t0{^< of tlMr 
carri&ge; into whicbl C!oiiM Mteokkt^ 
was handing her ;' wiien, trnrHiiig t^toi^ 
once mcire at her fatlibr^ two faien roietjf 
crossed between th^m> ^xuJi M imimX 
afterwafds, she saw one of tbes^ hrf hi# 
hand on her father's shouMer, uti b«ard 
hini say the words, ' ' ^ • ' t'/;: . . 

• *' Atresti -^-^ Writ ! -^frisimfriy 

Catbline sprang fromr the Hep'^dlth^ 
carriage/ Coont Altenberg ^op^n^ a way 


' M 


ibr htfr hrtw cen Ae sbrrtff 's officse<9/ i%hm 

: ^^ JDb not b« alfttfl^^ my Aem C«rak> 

tlin/iii a calm mxue.**^^ This i$ 8^*gtaiefe 
jpisk^doB^ OS. great hgnstict. r-^ hi eMier 
M«> I sbidt obtein isedre^."" . 

Tkt^!wiit #a6,sbdw8^^ It wm.taiksB 
put nt tlie-snit (^ Sir tkimtt ^Veircf^ aioii 
Im. 4it i^nsortBcsis^ . ttuift -?— tlw aaeniiiit toi 
Air ^centar lecfked by Mr. Piircy cbkkig: 
^ J9to)e iSmi^ ke. hiiA bfieii^ Jft ftMses- 
liM of thft .dsmtoij Wlttn tkattertttlte 
mit gTftm .nf .:ta ^Sir Bolmt JRefer^i hi 
lltA'ifpMd tedbaDdoa: nil csbmsi te these 
ttbntes^ itf. ittonMdctatkNQL.Qf impiiMei^ 
Qfejbtoi hiiildiiies> fiimtiirt, a«d ^plKte;: 
«bt€h bad Ikwa deUiitorQcl t9t.litiil^ii4^ 
ttitteto^:to. stt unoiiBt:tlmttliDiigiit 
4qiimlilmli to hfe ifemas/ds.: Bntilie had 
lately wrttteiH to state^ thatTwliiatha bail 
uH^ntariiy bie» indaced to- a£t$spit aa ;fbH 
j^tfyoMnt- wa^ fay xkI means c^ii^I -to 
his rightf that:thci agr^oMotw^ madd 


fal^^ tfaattwn Afr:iSI«arpe ili^orfdy ^»ftlW i tt 
i^6«&B^ time nc^MtApfw mn - Mtswirt to 
tbt» ^mattdj ttk» oat m wrix>mg$i$tBtidmti * 

«iilMM(jt4BB0cii^eid/ia»'sMfea cra&Mii' 

meat* .'\ : r, ' /i .^' :'; :.lid 

that jdj^ iisista»qiiiiiwjtt }» ^toBfiHiu^ I 
faMBiao Jliiglaiiipissper^ tfi«r^b<i 

auffickntMcarity?*^ ..biiSi! .;.i i /i^ i^: 

Caroliii^ A9(^ke^tookv tbaiflteA^him mnMi 
t^cbrljr; but hOT Either ^rmlf'saidj tbat* 


tbey )irAfe>: the : aiorer t]ls»»i h. I wmitl^iMr 
him r-ri(^ite4:i9e|irNr4v«eeUftattfii$ii^ 
Wha wonld, be was sare^ be willing tdMUit 
miMfafiiNr himt hmt, be -wiNaJdr noU nvUkr 

e;iiy»ito<f>tef sooHT aOQthftiA {Msonm-b^t* 

bees unjustly detdioed. .t; lai 

LcT1m»; tornihg Ifo: ^snliiifiyMifr is&k], 

^Hwi^Uti^ ftom.yowiAtretigifaJofi^nintl'il 
ea^Hf^tifiilr. Atti {^iitetiiMiaiKtea^ jie^MMmi. 

ligeft bim ta be wiib bis Prince at,i«ir»}M'i 
pbititri ilim^:~r«T'XMAiii'liim. wxtAr 
fiMMfeli^ tAf deftiMlatigbtes.*'-*-^^ 


,«^b& 




CardUw^ with: tbe. angmsiit^ dhddbd* 

duty;:ani A&ctio?^ kifdkaedffiroaiibeij&tber^ 

tot her busband. */:* .:;<;/ 

,.^:Heftimft.fcfUiilJdbtI skaiiUise|ia- 

* r^.yim .at . iftiis ; mttmewt fircm yotBr»fa-- 
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With him — HeaviBiD fasbid ! that I ahoold 
esi^Ft the; right wladii the mime of bas- 
bwd gi^es me^ to sever the tie» of nature 1 
— -rrStay with your, father^ dearest CaitH 
lipe ! •—•-r- My honor safe, ay proKiise fuk' ' 
fiUe<d> I wUl imtantly retaniy and inay ipe 
mqet m happioesfi r 

llie Cpfipt^ nvith a sort c^ desperate^ 
halite, aa if be feared hi» resolntioaahoiU^ 
fatt, embraMd his irife. — *— Th w parted 
the lovers^ who, but « few short hoipra : 
befoisf , tboaght themsdves setanre of pass*;* 
ini^ tbeis liyea^ together.!— **S« imcenlaiti '^ 
is.dU bnman felicitjrl ^^ ^-^ •« ' 

- . Carolbie^^ aa thoogb she hud m»t bmff 
a bride^ piepated jt^aGeompany^ber^faihw 
to.prinrac^ ^ ' .: '. -v'' 

' ^Qierislieijfi^a offieer, wbo^ in S];^ qfT 
tbe dbdtiraicyef<hi6.4rade, was tonqhedf^ - 
observ^^. that . . • Gendem^t in* skmjar 
c^rctamatancea are nraally alleni^d^ fow 
ivpd tvffiv/tij hours at le^t^ l^^ look 'fojt 
bailfr^ba^ hi was willing lo^p^wit ttefy 
indnlgenceL in bis power *^diid afiongk 
hi0 fnds^neri^ainst be kept :i^^»d& 'cilstin^ 

M 5. ^ 
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t#6^ ¥ill Mn lriigtid» dooid see wiHfcl might 
be flefie to settte the riiattel».--*Theffe'wa$: 
hd' iiec*9«Uy for life ^^^^ direcdy to 

Lady Jane Granville hex^lpg hem tint 
#ftcies!^ tbat titfoHM^ Sh^pe tr;^ n«^ m 
towfi^, proposed tilaf Alfred i^d&Mt go t^ 
hfth ili!«nediate}y^- and s4e wlmt* acteln- 
nHKMti^ xronid he mude y hnt all • Mr. 
Peri(^^» ' ffii»ii}y kuttr ti)9 imM the Malign 
nf^ttthd f^Ven^M nAtnre af thi» stian^ 
to expect that any good {coidd iessH frow 
IMb ' illek^sre ; k% ^ hmym^^ Al£ned jmn 
ttMniced ttMt it WouM bsM dan^gwrnoi 
step^ as it might be com trued ial6atiops»i 
in (^t]ffl^|»nMai€^9 and^ eonsc 

TsHdlty ^the^ckitti t^i&de hfAmt]^f^ 

»%nt;^^ i ;^ . . . ' -^ ..* ^j| 

' Mrj i^by lieckMIy ' dis«}^itOT^ «f 
Mikitig' a#f 'fiioiM!es6ioti) or ati^ ^li|iplUni^ 
^ni) to th« urile at^Kmiey^ ai^d i^eteraimed^ 
gl %e:1M^ thecbredy ^^ot tt> peMiik^j^piof 
^l^'jlkvisr^^afai]^^^ for im, 
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ke iliM W tbe sb^fiff^i ofi«er iwhis jnof^ 
fer^ ifidulgetice, bot thovglit it best to fo 
to ^^ prison «t firel) inwliic^ at last b^ 

It wiHTsettkid^ ^t l^jCis«»oiid and En^ 
niiifr should vemaiti with L^dy Jane GiflHi^ 
1P^, who had been so dreadlaU]^ sboeked[ 
and temfied by "what had ^kappencfd, tiiAi 
Abe moM #alited their -otre^ 

Mr. Percy, his wife and daughter 
Caroline, then qoitted h» Ladyshq>*^ 
hos^ifeil^ afidelegafii^nMiBflion, atid weM 
eondoet^d'to* ^ Very dilbreat abade m 
the ILingVBlBMh* Tbe keepei^ of tfaiir 
]^i»oR, uccnstomed'^ to» f^e* varieties Ui 
per9D» af aU ranl»> arid ebSgdl toliN^ 
^^ddi JM^gliient of thes^wWare^)OfifliK 
a J tted ^ Uk. hfe .e«iledy^ wae^ An exe^dleMi 
phfSiopMteif& He ^W fa^mrably. fAH^t 
possessed hj tfte eonptenfrnce and de^ 
BK^imr;e#:lfft< primmer, f Afi4 ^ ^h^-^ 
yeaffftfite of'tiie }adies> % whdlb beM4fM 
a^oMipaffiged<r^ - • r ' i 

Ffom^ the^ moment tbey eiMMiy ^ 
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ibem wilih the uUiioit reflect '«{id 
rocnUty^viAttd) bis. habits. could cOQiiniMd- 
HejgaJi^e.tbQOiLlbecbcnOe f.> » • s{idGfapM<?^ 
.... of the mnoccBpied ift^itQifi^ts. --r- 
Mr; aiidiMfls^.PereyfiK^ )tp«6»^-9it9^ably 
cleariy bttti. v^IsiiifiU fro^pijf ijKbich tliej^ 
pvef^rvfed^ Wt:ao$«» it bad 9k closet laige 
WftHigift. to QMitMU tai.W f<>r Caccdiiie. 
As soon as t^y>wpr4* iapftveMi^oof 
tbeie. . $}Q9UiB, Garolijae , b#g^« to i anf fiigc 
the Kttle Jfatgaitute. ; tMy «4^taiwci» m 

sQcbr a.mam)^^ imit^^^k^ b^V; £p;tb^ axi^ 

ifiQtold' adipit ,Hn,TTbey. «$6n}|4 iMyf^otpr 
Jiaitttf » i^Tbo^gai^r, 19^)^^ n^. to.see 
1^0pde..s(i j5ftUd A^ mns^t: iHi?f,awB^ 
^iQk^ffi9^ a^4/lb^iC4k4iA$iWiof;^i^:9Mi^^ 

iuri^^,,|i0 4on:btJ 1^/$ #|v| .QOft P Jw W*S tf tf¥? Py 
but 4$ ^4^r ;»$ to di^pofi^ bi^ t|Chcitiii^i^t)i!» 

OpMOj^IS^of jbiUi p^i^jQAflffiS^ AVt <»Ci| dig9«r 

IN aijdfgPrtley'ftnd .the ^ibe^K^i^f^? of 
jV(r. Percy Vtooiper, certiuiily.<^}fira|»4.^ 
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^r At nighty Miben the^ 4oor9 were ladted^ 
j)|r..K^rpy> ktakingreaQdhiin) said with 

- ^^ Abslirapt the id^n of beSag deprived 
of JA^BXtyi; .e|{ae|lt tjke ndtkm of bolts and 
harjs^' ti||rid^jr» Md gaejert^ what k there 
jafu>m temfol^'in being b^re^ than sleep* 
log in aiiiy small ledgiDg in .any otber part 
off London^ " — 

, ^ E^Ko^pt the disgrace^!^ /said Mrs. Per- 
cy>^<gbi»g. 

/ ^^ Had X broa^t aiyself to. tbis siliia- 
tioD by any vice^ or ^ny £plly» I ^shpald 
feel it b^ttojrly/l ajpswet^Mf^fPerey, ^-I 
shoold, sipk^ pesh^M> aader the seoso of 
s^^ijPW.-rBiit.iat.pr»^ilt,. a^y, We; f wa- 
gons as; I mh tk&tf^eiftfiffi^lf^mwy^t^ 

^^f^^ip^fff^^^ JL £ot)ir/it, pot* 4f tb% 


close bis eyea. -*-He ^lay broo^K^g^ M {leM^ ' 
ami iutdre piems bf avaridef alid fntilice;.' 

Sir JIdbert ^rey*i 'tstjibtiiiimeBib fiskl^ W 
G^peto 6X}>Qtis!v€, (18 to i^ hid tismp^ ' 
GontiniiaHy ; ami hrU tenants hdA bft^ 
more and more reason to eompltiin &P'' 
tbeif luBdlei^^ w^, wfaen a^y of liis^ 
farn^ were out of tease^, raised iifs tent^ 
^Mybitati<ly> ta mike hifiMelf ametidis, as- 
h04m,^, for the e^ttravagchnee of hm wlffc^' 
•*-Th!& tetoMtS) ^o^ l»d ' e^;fe^ dislike* 
him, lie fc^inj^ ^e sfii^c^E^sbr endr eneto^ ^ 
ofAeii^ #M^.^<bod ant^ bcicnr^d hmdlord;; 
BMe 4cxiai^ iioty and aM^empted not'^t6)^ 
d#t^NMbl lAieir #«^r9fi<ki. 1^ i^pi^arl^d: iti< 
^i^afkt;)' ^'W^, — SIr'lliKfNTt eodDI^ 
hardly ^ftti^ oot^ irMlotif ^Mki^ ttiail^ 
if^l^ilMe^^4t^ ^thF^ fhe^ i^ry'^eiil^' 

i» te IkUM"^ iTMe ^w»)^ ceiiqiafed to^ 


h^ and JUf > «rhd w&tB all ididiied, ami 
wlia te^imid indeed to be ever frueut td 
d>e t)ro?dij«g mcnMria* bf thiote teoaiUai 
— Sir Robert Percy was ditap y ia tod 
biUi^tM iii the hope ffor wUdi. be carried, 
tWh^ of an beir^ wbo s)ioidd fmmui 
Ae eati^ fVom retarBing to tfaooe^ .fvoH 
i^^m it bad been wrssted by b» 2ir*s«*<*>* 
Bkivy at seeing the risiDg and prospenwi 
state of tks$e J^c^ who^ m spite of 
tbeir loss of iortnne, bad made ibeir way 
up again tbrongb all obstacles, combined 
to increase bis natipatky to bis mlacioiiSk 
— He found a wittily asaistawt ia Sbarpe^ 
^ll^atUniHy; *mI they b^b^ei^y^, as. 
Mmeh as mide^rolence can jatgPf "Miy . 
tbing^ tbe idea of tbe arrests— AiWJt, 
wa^ $^/uMpsu4i 9mi diat JIfir. .Fefcy #m 

«MI#pia^ ba4 fage^tp. i ii l siHilhio tbrir.> 
«iirtin^:^ to e34|)fjtffop^)Niii aiqr 9p«^ > 


$oa Alfred immedmtely jto teile $31 ^ * 
legal stops ) nee^iary to obt^m redif^^ . 
and to bring tke: itt»tter ta; issw a^ t 
speedily ;« possible. .^^ 

, To. mtmn to. our prisoners^ i^l^iuHn^ we ^ 
1^ tranquiUf r asleep^ In f tbe > marniag^.- 
wfaeo first tl^y i^akened^ it wfis with tjbijp ^ 
feeling that sooi^kig QXtrtordinary^ /ai|d 
painfal^ had happened s bnt what. h?4 
passed the precediag day see^ied mif : 
as a frsgfalfiii 4i^^Mi)> ^1 the ci^nyiQliipi^ 7 
of .it^s reality vtm imj^re^md oppn tb^ : 
minds by ^e extecsial ol^cM^ whicih^jt : 
struck thsir simses :; — the i»^woa^ of Itb^ -. 
looiu^ the grated 'mni(OmBi 4h^i*^T9j[^m 
noises they heard in .the.pafis^eSy.iMQid 
from the yasdfaelow^-^i . , > 

^ <£ar6liue^ now rj^Heotiqg ever^ Wr 
cowtanee^ Mne ^nitth. a haairy^ hearty hut 

appeared hefibij^ her tfaiie»^urith.%icbtevr . 
ful oM^tenaij^^l-^WhAkt -. site .madr 
iilienkfiftst^ ; (Qh> how. xmlike the * breakfaet 
dfithepveceduig iBerniog>!7T-*) ghe^btgw. 
tdi ealc^late .¥4ifn. ^he . c^uld . heai;. fton. 
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C6«nt Altenbei^r'-^-44-Goofit Attsabcxg, 


4 
9* 


i^kom -she. ffceavedy* yet veilturad to^cali* 

The^^oler ciyUly caoe.to oier thmr 
neiiv$]^9pers. CarolSiie ' opewng- one, to* 
Mftd it to ker father> ia^iofaiaterUy iookwl* 
fifdt foir the foreign towsv but ber eye was. 
easig^bt by a splendid aeeovnt of ber..oiixD 
marriage, and of Count Altenberg's set^: 
ting tmt'fi^r the Continent. l%iB previetlt'* 
^d*4!ier from reading loiiit fov some 'mo* 
V^eaU. Tke next attemptn^be iMide wm 
aeeiKce)^ toiorei s«H^ce$aM. AUtbefpilrtir 
grjEipIiS'fh)m Gwmany were- cfaldi^ed lot 
imptre.ber witb the i»o#t 8erioii$^^iippm^^ 
hensions. r . ; iv... 

Count Altef^bierg bad flattered . hiin$elf 
frcTm the last dc^patcbes from bit CwjTt^t 
thiftt> the string -t&easilres tldien by tbe 
VfJ*ee^iiTO«I4'hav4 presented dangei^;r b«t/ 
tto'-j^renehipM^r had £^nied^ new ^*; 
trigues, — they gained ground. -^ Every- 
s^ptom threatened •revoliiti€«i---*attti, ff ^ 
the newspaper aecoohts were tvue^>^vUi 
W«i«>.and foreign iny»sion, were inevi- 


^ 
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tgiii».<^Biat 1A1M& sMglit -be exa^aU«e<( 

$0, wad to find comfort 4ii tke e^btradic*: 
limy aci^MMit9'iita<iMeiyiiapdrs of '0|)p^te 
pirtiiM.-^Wii^'^l^ iKt^ filth«r^ aftilfwo^ 

iMiawliii M^blJbir^ h0.:wii6q«iti!OTbr<»ahiej^ 

b#bki4 the turnip, ^ inaknif ih^ %ajs 
•Mbk iM<v tile ' ^slige^ m^re lie «tAi<^; 

Sttfliciant t^soliitton to return. 

When he reappeared/ b^ master went- 
towanrdb ih^ ^bor to meet; hUnf^ and spoke 
to hi<]^ kindly; bwt this; neariy over* 
sM ' bim it^alti>/ and kh fkce worked 
wteh strong etnotioil b^te ke oonld^ 

i*- Fnronfy come) Sir, to^ see*. . . . 700, 
bbfbre I woirfd *ga ddMrn^.to'l^e country; 
osi aceount of not kno«ci»^ if you^ w m}^ 
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m^rsfls .... hfkd ^oy drdenr « ibr 

Tb» word h«aie^ whick bv Muollf 
prpnoonced with ftU fingUth. oordiahtf 
^^wipbana, he cobU; soajrcely arttoriato' 
• • • . uor could veotQre to attempt naa^ 
i^g bis wife^ to whom, he cooM only 
idlu^e^ under the general desoriptaon ot 
any at home. — 

: Mr.iPfercy' gane Urn cyyreetioMi to 
netted he/4»ecm^<to.iH9lm'Wit&motloB-»^ 
\$ss(afktentiaa and respect--^ ooeaaaimlty' 
anfivwing^ V. . » 

V $bi besi, Sir"-*^'* It shall b# dM#^ 
for cert^ia'* -rw— *< I vndtrstaiid^ Sir.- . 

But at last he pot his hand to hit fof^ 
head, and said -^*- 

*M,api. afeard^ Sir, to fbrget al|r*.^^? 
my. head'ii ^not so dear as it ougfii-^fi)r: 
^15. mpnting . • • jf you*d be please^f 
i| it wof|]d not be too jtrottbkseme ta 
write inre the orders down h^re . in my 
book^ in peo^ «nd .mk ... I might bo 
beliter able to mon^ow^ or when I d« 
gpt,.> •/•••*; ■. : . ^* ■• • 
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■ Home again stopjjed ihim — so he uiK 
strapped hb pocket-bookj and began to 

write what his master dietated. Mr. 

P«rcy took the pen from Johp's hand,, 
which trembled so that he coold not get 
on- ■ 

" Y«i had better let me write, my 
good John J' ■ 

'' It is .badly blotted, indeed, and » 
shan^e" — said theotdmaa — ; *' but I am 
aU I ioalt ; know how . to day>- and no- 
better .able, nor sea«ibler like, than a- 
child — I axe your pardon for being so- 
troubleeon'ie-T- 1 th&sik you kindly. Sir "- 
ma&ter wos-writing, Jobn- 
. which he had never ven- 
his mistress and Caroline.' 
I to each — but as to speak- 
i out of the question — for 
^t last be recollected a note 
d given him for his aiistress^ 
t 'down he said, -j- " Might 
I make bold .to. axe. Madam, is it ime 
^what, tl^e genttemah who let me in was 
"telling^ oh ine, that this iiete pUce is not 
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4n the nature of our connty jails, bat 
'that master will have liberty to wal|L 
about as he pleases, and only the gates 
•and doors locked at night, like as for 
any gentleman's own house and place at 
liome — If so be that's true, k would be 
some comfort." » 

Mr. Percy stopped writing, to assure 
him that the information was correct*; 
^nd he tried still iurtker to raise his 
spirits, by telling him that some gentle- 
men, who had been- confined in *the 
King's Bench, hadN))een heard to de» 

^lare they never were 'hap|>ier m their 

■■• • - ' •*. 

liyes* ..... 

" Why, with a good conscience, tb 

be sure, there's no saying hovi" happy a 

"man may be any where — And tlidt^s^it 

>great point, MaWn, ^or. my • madter, 

tbat'stcertain'' — ssnd tlie steward, bvigfat- 

-ening up a Ktde ^^ But" — his face 

clouding again, as he looked at tlie grated 
Tfindows- 

^ • A prison's - a prison, turn it which 
mskj one will — aad I never theoght far 


:to l^ve to see the day when my ihiistfe^ 
jm&fAdi be in sa<ih it plaoe -*- A gentkman 
iike he» as I hat?e Jutown, boy and mim^ 
tbese foity years^ aad nevei* knew huu 
jta wrbi^g no man> womaa, oot diifld> aa 
Jiow ; but mtxke aad <rl^r rUie. eoioir^y.y 
doing good to all, which all qan t(p^% 
«*- Wh^t ^rt of a bei^ ^mjosit "lie beve, 
,tiiat could .g& £»r to liny « finiger npoAi 
^Um> and at aitch a tone too *^ bdt lie is 
4i!bi^*man, if «vGr dnere was one . . . i^* 

t'' DonH talk of him, dont'thipk of 
Jjfan^** s#id Mn Percy, » 

«jSgii be$t, Sir;V tjaid Jahtt.^ '^ Airii 
Sir, if in pase there's any thing else jgnm 
diupk i^f ^ nhe to ido^'il /sm|po^ 'yon 
c*n irtrite fby |)o«t -r-n-^ A«d ; I 4u»f ^^ 

, ^ibilr stiU: h^ delayed T^ Mtnring slimly 
towMd^.tbi^dpor he isaid-^. 
' ); V £ (ffdsh yimr honor ytoajir h^althi^tl).en, 

imdi^t} pJktwe(.Qo4, foti «fu«y be sQon 

down with as again, Sir — Mjt. 9)iMrje9S 
rfljei^ipp TH And M^ Q^M^iIle''^r-r--■• 
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^yi,m CinrioKne, again stopped bini, and 
his k^liT^ at last forcing their way flo- 
eotl^ into words^ he exclaimed, ' 

^^ What wll my poor woipan say, 
it^hen I get home I — r— She, who is look- 
ing to hear of Jipthii^ bixt:o* ikait wed-^ 
duig and jc[y -r- Little guessing, no more 
than myself, .how oor Miss Caroline^ 
weddi^gnliiy w^ to eiui-^Lack^%-d^,- 
the hride^ top> 4bat J xnysdf see, . bqt 
ye$]derday .this time,- .the ifae^^atifattei^t 
-bcide that ev<^ mm seed, and rail t^ 
power of ladies and /gentlemen wishing 
of , h^f Jf y — r**^ Awl , Jiei?e she 4s, l^tjced 

IIP ia a p^i^^'Ti^;^^^ 

— And she might ha?e gone >^^ Ifsin^ 

*tflij, ,m^ 4ifr.{Offm qmrriagfj^ to * |>alace 
tkffj ^y,m}yj^^ Wfe Aa wg^l t^s^^hj^Js' 
and eyer was, she would; sb^y4q^ ^^fietfl^ 

,»«'!*:.•/.•. : ■ ■-•••: ■ ■ .•.-_ .-..1 ^' 

my good John," said Mn'I^frify,;,s)|i||- 
ii^ — <^\^i.i}i9i^ 4iot4^ee« iJK^n into 
IJaa Jjf ^iif^ ,w^pjteilm»«,.jns* at 1|>e 
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slaughter, her mother ftnd I l^crald nnt 
HOW. have her sitting between us. 6biiie^ 
my good old frienrd, foHo w* thfe' ekitmple 
•of yotir master — ^Tbrn to the tfright side 
of thitfgs — ^ bear up under iriisfortan^, and 
yoiT will feel it lighten surprisingly.'' * * 

** Ah, master, so you can do fot 
yourself— —but lean Ti^ver do 'the like 
for you — ^^It udces me a deal Wwse, to 
it does, to see you looking so- "patiedt 
withal, and hear you speaking' so d^eer- 
ftd— -I can't stahd it "ho longer -^^^ so had 
best take myself away." ^ * - ' ^ 

John made his bow t& ^. " Hii n^i9let 
eiMed to one of l&e tiimkc^s Hx/ sMoW Mtfa ' 
ttte'way out. ' '• • '^ """ "" 

^^* L«ck^a-dfey1 wherf 1^11 he tto tlrilt 
for you, dear majter> «ouId y6u jgive ' iny "^ 
sort of a guesfs ?'* '■ * - ' ' '^ -• . 

^' Law permitting"— said Mr. Pert^^, 
^' I4iope%o be wi&yon atthe HiHsfin a 
)few months.*^ * ; . .. . r. c -^ 

" Montliis P repeated the xAd ^ ntan, 
irt»p^g^ort-i-*^ Then iafen^ that, I 
9haU he dead — But if so H^ h td he 
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TTT~W%, soi' be k God** ♦Ul be 

. 1%is vi^tt; ^NHib dxdr «tflward» tbooglk 
i^cpn^Dot serve imnedUtelf to mse 
^t^e spM^tS) .of Qur prtsooer, htui- smue- 
^i^g i« it QfWheoJatjQry as w«U ,»s ttiu^^ 

, Alfred, was lb§ next p^60B who ar^ 
riyejij i^ 1^ coantfiW^pct showed that 
]^ hviofi^ ^ja g99d tidiog^ ^e had 
l^neU; co^sid^r^pg his father's case^ apd 
had consulted bis friends. As lawyers 
tbef ^ad an ijii)fa^<^ralile opinion. 

Jkifff^ m^, tftat th» agte^mpnt, -which 
h^bflfp j^|{^#d jlntov I;^ween his fothi^ 
9M^ Sir Jiohert; Percy, by wl^idi Siif 
^^ph^t l^i|4 efigpigf»d Ip ^-elioquisb the 

^Wfm Wl^*ii» ^qowi^^ratioii of the jim-^ 
proTements made by Mr. Psrqyy bpw^A 
«yWrJ9f*l 'W4 hoij^evj9r.hi^dtn§p it wiofild 
1^ Vct|ir?R|ijp^««..oft w;a^ nj? WJqf 

I^CK?^ 91. ^•rr'Vi^ithin'ofefsional to 
J^e> ?»4 jiH^d^^ Alfred 

ei^^f^f^i^ to.his.^Mli^r^t^a/; ^^jao i^ea^ 
c^^thsfniilfM^fW^^for tfee sixfpTOvedu^' 
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yfears^ having been execnted^ an action' 
of trespass for these would lie ; and to- 
this action, whieb Sir Robert bad cam- 
menced by the writ nnder which Mr. 
Perey was arrested^ no valid defence, it 
was feared, could be made« -^ Because 
the judgment and proceedings in Hie 
former suit on ejecttntot, by which Sir 
Robert obtained possession of the Percy 
estate, were conclusive evidence to biild 
Mr. Percy in the present action of 
trespass.*' 

Alfred added ^^ that both he and Mr; 
Friend had been examining the record of 
the judgment, and the return of the writ 
of habere, in hopes of discovering S(xsde 
iitegulaiity, upon which' tiiey couM 
ground a defence, but that to isttat could 
be detected. "-^ 

This explanation, nnintelligiUe as it 
will be to many of' our readers, and,' 
as such, inequable of comnmnicadng 
either pain or pleasure, was, alas, too 
dear to poor Mr. Per^y : he perctived;^ 
Ihat he had little diahce of redress 
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^ - _ • « 

from kw; that the decision^ when the 
cwasb should come to a hearing, would 
he agaimt hkn; and that instead of 
heing liberated^ as he had ht>ped> in a 
iew months, he had no likelihood of ever* 
obtaining hii liberty^ except by s^tngi 
The Hills^ all the remaining property li« 
had in \he world. Whether to do thtSi 
or to spend the rest of his days in the 
King's B^ich^ was th^ alteraative of evil^ 
which would probably be left for his fu*^ 
ture consideration. 

In the mean time, Mr. F^rcy, naturally 
of a cheerful temper, and habitually of 
that philosophy which forbears to antici^ 
pate fniute evil, turned the 'whole force of 
his mind towards making the present as 
easy and tolerable as possible to hiihaelf 
and his fellow sufferers. 

He began to form k settled plan fot 
the occupation of the days he was ine^ 
vitably doomed to pass in prison, the. 
time that mnst elapse before the point 
now in contest could he brcmght to any 
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decisis favorable Or wifavortdblf .— 4— As 
sDon a» t}iey:cotiM kaTe Ladjr Jajste 
GrasmBe^ Eo^.ainotid and Ehisjmts came 
tp jOm ^e fajBily-cciiincil. Mrs. Percy 
tbea imtiaaged with tbem at what lioiurs 
^.^ttould wish hk .friends to call np6n 
liijEd^ and at whathottr« be shot^d 13ce io 

- • ^ * * . , 

siee hm faintly— ^ what tiniie he. woidd'^ve 
to exercke, «nd wjbat to Itteiaity oceitpa* 
t;k>n. — Literatntet inestmiable •asesb^noe 
to the prisoner I 

Rosamond was excessively anxions to: 
be permitted to stay with her father^ or at 
ieastto be allowed in her tlirheverir other 
week to take the plade of Cs^oiitie, xjit^of 
lu^r mother, wbd^e health wonM be uiost 
Uk^y to * suHfer by continued confine-^ 
'i^ent/ ' A3 none <^ this family wantecffto 
vie with each other in gcnerdiiiy/ or is 
deiuon^traticfns of aflefctidn^ ^ll readily 
consented to do that which was^inost 
^seasonable, and most dikdlyitofie foritfae 
general good. ' U )V&$ tberefoiB set^ 
tied, that every sedond we^k either Mr*. 
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Vkwefy.nt .^oat o£ her daughtePB, slbonfd 
spend ,bX iUiredV boase. — Lady Jane 

. Gi-anville mid Mrs,. Hungerfordhad writ- 
ten ta beg Mrs. Per<^ and- her daaghtef* 
woald come to their houses' whenever 
^ey could I«ave Mr. Percy — bat fron 
this they excused, themselves, as they 
\¥isbed' tp' live io as retired a manner' da 

.possible. To the pippsiety of-this reso* 

.lotion. they knew their kind fnends,mnst 
accede. 

Their p^n onci ey adhered 

to it invanably. ■ b, an4 da/f» 

.passed so .n^lafl y began to 

ieel a> if the oaderi ip. a oertado. 

maDtm wa» tt^ mausaxy coone of lUs, 

.Some time paaeed without bringing any 

-.change in- their circumstance?. 

.letters arrived from Count Altenbergr 
:which did not tend to pat Caroline more 

..At ease. .Public adit's iitdeed were not 
,ao desperate as tlie newspapers bad repre^ 
senteid them to be — Bbt doidesdc ^oc^ow 
««aited him. Very soon atter. his rMnr», 
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his father. was seized with an illness of so 
dangerous a iiatare^ that his son could 

not. possibly leave him. Post after 

post brought, accounts of the progress of 
the n^alady> which at last terminated 
i fatally. The death of his father, the fu- 
neral, and much business, which respect 
.to his memory required to he performed, 
detained Count Alteriberg. Till at lengthy 
\when all was. arranged, and Caroline had 
reason to hope that his next letter would 
^announce hi^ setting put, public affairs 
again demanded delay. The French de- 
clared warr— their troops were in motion, 
:and it. was necessary to prepare for the 
.defence of the country against invasion. 
^ Their General boasted, that he would be 
within the, gates of their city^ and withm 
the walls of their palace, before the ' en- 
^ ^uing monthl should be at an end. In 
these circumstances, when hisl^rince and 
*lus "cftuntry required' his services, it was 
imppssible thai Count Altenherg should 
" ^esert. his poet. ; The letters he wrote to 
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Garoline bi-eatbed the inost.urdetit;kfieiH 
iAQXij expressing ia: different wiy^ this 
strong sebtimentyo ..1 


•' * I • * 
1 A « 




" I codlil not loTe ihee, deaf, so nrocb, 

L6vM 1 Bot honor more.'^ 

1 . 


> . » . > » ^ 


',"(. < 


Caroline prepared for the anxiety that 
mast be niore or less the lot of the wife 
of a maa in Count AltenbergV public 
' situation^ - bore dt . with . fortitudey and 
: howeTOr it preyed upon . her mind^ sh4 
^ neyer i;tttered any expression of impa- 
tience o^ cfomplaint. . Her husband^s re« 
potation and (her own duty were her first 
ot^ects ; and whiatever she suffered in tb« 
performance of one, or in the hope of bii 
attaining the 'other> (appeared to her ^^f 
inferior,' and comparatively ^mall imports 
dice. 7*-^ It waswuot mere1,y^ in^^he.ge* 
^rpu^ .enKkion' OK^ £tansitory heroism of 
/ the moment, that shb offi^d. when she 
i»aw her JFathier aiarestedy to stay widi^ hitt 
^ and share bis- imprisonment ; . .sfae' wan 
^ware.of what she oflfered, her jresolut^^ti 
and ^cticai were siifiicient to sql^taia 


htr tkroQgh the prdHiactcd saorifioe; 
Vit did Ae Mffpt9ic to Ihwik k a «acrifio0 
— Never for an ipstsnt did she remit 
those daily^ bourlV) fond and gratefbl at- 
tentions^ which convinced her f^ther^ tliat 
she did not repent the determination she 
had nutde. ^ , ' ^ 

Poor Rosamond all this time was $nfi> 
fimng also both for her father, and for 
b^r lover:* Mr. Temple was still unable 
to obfc»tt the ' perfoarnianoe of the pro4 - 
mise which bad been madib bim, of re^ 
munet'Mtuin, and of . tofnpettnt provmom 
He had gone through, ih compliane^ 
with th^ advice of his friends^ the; mor-^ 
tificfttioQ of s^eiteratiiig vain meuM>rialf 
acid applicationt to the Duke of Green^ 
wich--— Lord Skrimpshire-— Lbrd Skreefte; 
and Mr. Secretary Cope. The only 
'ihing;^ which Mr* Temple refesed to dqi 
eras to im^lic^ liurd 01dbc»roiigh^ or 
iQ flidbirb lAok 0a ithe^sdbyect. -— He had 
ijbent some weeks with his old master in 
k^ i^tr^meiit, withont once adverting 
«o Im "owll iifficidties^ atill hi^in^ th^ 
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en his return to town a promise wonlld 
be itdfilled^ wfaicb Lord Skreene ^ad given 
liim> thact ^the afiair shonld in his abr 
sence be settled to his satiSfictioti.*' -^ 
tint on his retm'n to town, his' tiordshib 
Ibnnd means of evasion and dday, and 
thrsw the blame on others; the conr^e 
of inemoriali and re|^reientati6ns. was t6 
be recommenced. — IVJr. Tf&D[)})}e*s pride . 
revolted^ hk love #a8 fn ideepair — r ari# 
frequently, ib the bitterness' of disappoint^ 
SBbnt; he' reiterated to his friend Alfred^ 
his exclamations of regret and' jieU-rer 
proach^ for having quitted from piqut' 
and impatience of spirit a pro&ssioh^ 
vrhere \^h own perseverance ttnfl- ^^*^ 
tions would infallibly have rendered him 

by this time independents ^^Rosai^ond 

$aw 'with sympathy and anguish the 
effect, which th^sef- feelings of seK'-t*^ 
pfoaicti/ and hope dehiyed, produtred oxi 
m\. Temple's spirits anft be^dth; -r- Hb * 
sensibility, naturally quick, and rendertdP 
niofe . acute by. disappointment;^ seei^ed 
now cmitinu^Iy tQ ^ralpr froffi jdt ,9!^ 

» 6 
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racters and events/ and ' even from ev^ 
book he opened, a moral against himself, 
some new illustration or exaitiple, which 
convinced him more and more of the 
folly of being a dependant on the great. 
He was just in this repentant mood, wlien 
one morning, at Mrs. Alfred Perc/s, 
'Rosamond heard him sigh deepljr several 
times, as he was reading with great atteji- 
tion. She could not forbear asldng what it 
' was that touched him so much. — He put 
the book into her hands, pointing to the 
following passage — *^ The whole of this 
letter *,^' said he, '^ is applicable to me, 
and excellent, but this really seems as 
if it had been written for me, or by 
me;' 
^ She read » ■ ■■ ■ 

" I was a young man, and did Hot 
thipk tbat men w^efe to die, or to %t 
turned out ****** What was to be 
done now ? --^ No money, my former pa- 


. ' ♦ Ltitit from Mr. Williams .(Secretary to I-ord 
^ChttBcdlor West) lo Mrs. Williftms^ - 


.» . ij 
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tron in disgrace! friends that were in 
fay:or not aJble to serve me^ or not^ willing; 
th^t is^ qold, timid^ careful of tbeimaelvee^ 
find indifferent . to a man whoae >di4{4)- 
pointments made lum le^s: agreeable >^. * 
* * f * * * * * *i* * * * *Xlangi;iisheclpn 
for three loi^g nielan<^holy .years, ' sfpme* 
tim^s .a little, elated ; a^ smile, a .kind 
hint, a downright promise,* dealt pQt to 
me ii*qm tbo$e in whom I had placed 
«ome^ silly hopes, now aod then brought 
a little refreshment) but that never lasted 
long, and to say nothing of the agpajFiof 
h^ing reduced to taUc of oneTs own/misrt 
^rtuA^s aod oi^*s wants, and that bas^sfi 
and lowest of all ^oiiditioQ^> the slM^ry 
of borrowing, t to support an idle useless 
being -r ipy time, fqr those three yoars^ 
was unhappy bjeyqud descrip$i(Ai. .What 
wqnjd J have giveA then for a prpf^sBion ! 
? * * * * *.**** ^ * ^ any mti^v^ pw*^ 
Jfesw>^>i8 infinit^]^ bqttey.tba<i4 ihousjani 

patrons.". . ,- - ,u.^ j.ii: i :itp; 

. Xq this Ros9iilo9d entirely*, aoceded^r 
and Admired the jptioog g^od sem^iif jft^ 


.. . > 1 •* 
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tare^ ill qnftrrellifig widi hh prbfesslon ; 
bat be had mff^d^ Md had made amen^ 
4w this eftetwzti^y by persevering appli> 
Mdon tor literatiii^i^ Inhere he had ob^ 
ttitiedflie toeoesfif be deserved. *^ Gentle^ 
^cto might stgh and srhiftke their li^adsp, 
ibot conld any gdntleiuati deny thisr 
CeliiM^it be^fetiied> that Mr. l^emple hiA 
4Ksf(flgttMled hittndf ib literflttire ? -^--^ 
'CtkM any person deny, thkt a political 
pamphlbt of his tecommeilded him t6 
tb6 notice of Loud Oldborongh, one' bf 
i^ able^ statesjileti In IStigUn^, ' w^ 
Made hfm Ins secretiiry, and w\k6^ e^tj^ni 
and oofffldende he aftetWair^ acqldt^^- by 
his merits atldcdritinneil, in plade andoiit, to 
enjiiyM^ Will Imy getatletnan defty iH^i'^ 
^'-^i'-^ RoiafoMd added; that *^ hi idefend6 

«AM»rTltig, tttiit k man w^ h^d obfkiiDef 
^ eMoMi «f Mnare »f .ib« itm petiotd 
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fmd pnblUbed three odebftittd political 
,|minphleta^ and two voJaines of moriil 
^tid pfajUbsopMcal didquiaitionsi^ wbicb^ 
as $lie' hettrd the bookseller say^ ; were 
become ^tock haoks^ could not deserve to 
h^ called an idk useless being. To be 
|x)m and die would not make idl .bis 
Jbtistoi^y. i ' / No : — such a naari wcfuld at 
least ;be secure of b<>Qortible mention in 
f)[ke Biograpbia Britannica, as a writer 
mo¥4l -*-- poli^cal — metapbysical." 

When Rosamond had> by this defeinfe 
ol: Mr. Temple^ raised bis spirits, and 
]HKben she had tpncli^ his heart by the 
kjndn^ of h^r raillery, she turned th^ 
ipoment to urge . -bim to cQutittue : bis 
e}|:ert$pns,. and; not to sink into the idle- 
jp^sjB of:4^po^<kncy. -^She was awar«, 
ab^' s^id, that wbik he^ was in snspi^nse 
jtbont tbi^.pro«njcad pla^e, it was di^alt 
Uf f<^low sibeadily any employment ; but 
shefa)A0 li^n&w^' tl^t, if be coifld jnteorest 
liimsplf: in, au; occupation in which h^ 
W(aAd CJE^utinuiUy adTAoiBe by bis induir 
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<r^f itIwofUd afi>rd;tbe beat belief to bis 
ml^d^ nud wcmld raise him in bis own 
^qion/*fUDid in hers. : ? 
, . This M^ aignment especially wasr so 
fordble/ tbfi^ fnim tbat koaT Mr. Tern*- 
jfiU regi|}4rly devoted a portion of every 
rday.to anew work, , which ' he. bad comr 
^nene^d,; hi^t whi4b, in * <he nncertam 
jiitiiati6n d£ his affairs^- and the aoodons 
^tate of bis heart, he bad not had cour- 
age to puisne, rtiU Rosamond sopi]f4ki 
lutn with suffibienl motive. % ; 

- Considering Mr. Tmnple DOWiahnast 
as one of the Percy fiimily, ^heir bic^ 
-grapher has thon^t it noX iippei^n«nt 
to continne his bi^ry- wid^ theirs, j* 
' Abont this tinie, as if fortune was 
temiined to persist . ia didwisg 
bmite to-Aoidf who hidinayer. thorough^ 
ly believed; in^her.powir.^^AiiQlh^ caki^ 
wity, which ^no .pnuknjM cbnid: •prevent^ 
hft&l lOieftii— 'Soon afteor th^ h*d rboeiv^d 
letters from Colomd Q»ski>igt^y giving 
the > mostr aatiilafatovy ateouDt jof iGod- 

frey ^ sayings :tUit4iMui^'^>>lv^^ 
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highest chander among his broths 
ofiicen, and thai he vas retornhig home . 
juBt about the time when hi$ father ^- 
peeted to ' eeft him cftUie intelligence, 
ihat the trans^rl, in whikh Major 
Percy's division of the regiment Wad 
embeiWI> had been separated Srom 
her eonroy hy a gale of vrind iii thb 
nif^j and it wak apprdiended, that 
«he had been taked by the ennny.-^ 
God;fx«y's family hoped ibr -a moment, 
that this might be A false alarm, bWt 
rafter enckiring the misery of reai^ng 
cdntradibtofy paragfapfae and contents of 


0iui wi.m£tlati\ "i -Xhi5«i3|MnM iwk 
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4i)ga4fuU The Percys bave &ken silm 
declared, that of all they su^iied at tliift 
period of their lives suspense was the 
«v^l, >thich they fcmnd the most diffieul)t 
to etidvire. — And eaeh iaditidual of the 
family was held in anxious ufncertainty, 
jfor a considerable length of time, oil 
fijany points the most nearly interesting 
to their hearts. — 

Mr. Percy's son was a priitoer^ ht 
knew not in what* circijinistances. •— His 
sdn-in-law, Coun| Altenberg, in tibcr peril- 
ous situation of- ptiine ministel*, i|i a state 
tbreatenied wiAi revolttiion^ and certain of 
kiimiediate inva;$ion.<^-^-^ Caroline's ccdowr 

i > * , 

ladings and her jieultH beginninff t6 
suffer from anxiety. •— *«- Rosamond tob^ 
with Mr. Temple, fluctuating between 
hope and fear. — —Mr. Percy V own li*' 
berty for life depending . on the event of 
a trial, on a point of law, over whidi 
neither his character nor hi^ abilities 
could have any influence, and of whicli 
the decision could not be hastened by 


^ t 
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any possible veJ^erttou be or his family 
oould make. 

Suspense may be easily endured bjf 
persons of aa' indolent character^ who 
jiever expect to rule tbeir destiny hj 
their own genittS4 but to those, who 
leel themselves possessed of energj^ aad 
abilities, to surmount obstacles, and tQ 
brave danger s^ it is tortufe to b^ com* 
p^Ued to; rpmaii^ passive, to feel Hhat 
prudenoei virtue, genius^ avail them/nai:^ 
ti^at wbile rapid ideas pass in their iina* 
gination, time moves with an pnalterable 
pace, and compels them to wait, aloj^ 
with the herd of vulgar nuutalsi for \\» 
knowledge of futurity. 
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CHAPTER XLI. 


■} 




What has become^ ail thistime^ of tlie 
tFaleoner family ? ' : »'i ' -<• 

. Since the imirri^e of Miis'f'akxriier 
'"wikhSir Robert Pcrcjr^ all- ilstefAAirse 
{between* tke Fakonera 'and onf immc^ 
'^ the Pehcy family bad ceitMd; B«t 
^one morning, Alfred was ' snrprked by a 
-yisit from Comn^ffisioner Falconer. The 
«C!ommissioDeF Voaked tliin>" pale, *attd 
'wretched.^* He begaii by condolittg^ wUb 
Alired on their mntnal family * misfor- 
4ane».— ^Alfred received this condolence 
with politeness, but With a proud con- 
scioosness, that, notwithstanding' his fk- 
ther*s imprisoiiment, and the total ruin 
it>f fortune mth' which he was threat- 
ened, neither his fathdr, nor any in*" 
dividual in '^ his family; would change 
f>lacps iwith asy ofae .of the Falconers, 


284 PATRONAGE. 

since nothing dishonorable could be im- 
puted to Mr. Percy, and since none of 
bis misfortunes were occasioned by anj^ 
Imprudence' of his own^ 

A deep sigh from the Commissioner^ 
at the moment these thoughts were pass^ 
iilg in Alfred's mind, excited liis coiA- 
passion, for he perceived thai the sanft& 
ife^xioAshad decurred to Mr. Falconer. 

After taking mu iinmoderate Vpiarntiljr 
Msmff, the.'Comaiiisdobeir went OD^ kmt 
.lii^laihied m strong terms all khowledm 
jof his son-iff-law.Sir Robert's cruel zt^ 
n^st of fais coiisin. The G^mmiesioiver 
^aid, that Sir Hoberi Percy^ had^ sinde 
ids marriage with Bel} Paleooer^ behaTfcb 
Teiy ill, and hiad made bU wife show 
greait ingratitude to her own family**^ 
thai in Mrs. Falconer's distress, wben^ 
6l>e and Georgiafia weirejkiobt anxious toi 
retire from town for a. sboit tone, add 
wfien Mrs« Falconer bad naturally looked' 
to thehonde of her married daiighter ai& 
ft siure asylum, the ddors of Percy-HnU 
iiad' b^ea actually shut agaittst her» S^ 


\ 
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B«bf ri ^i^^m^ tbat he would not be 
iovolv^ in the diffiisalties md di^rpce 
oi' a femily^ who had taken him in t^ 
nuirrjr n girl witfai>ut any fortune. 

Alfred wiM perfectly convinoed, \)€ih 
&oia the eordial hatred with which the 
CoiUfniasioner now spoke of his spn4n- 
law^ and from Mr. Falconer*^ disposi* 
tion^ Jtbat he, had noth^ to do witfaihe 
c^el' roea^unes;^ which Sir Robert had 
taken against Mr^ Percy. , Commissioner 
'Falconer! was not. a malevolent, but a 
Hk^eak man-^ioc4pable^ of being a rdisin* 
terested fHend*-r-equally. incapable of be- 
coming a malicious enemy. The Com** 
ini^iQ(ier.now proceeded W hi^ owh of-^ 
liMijrs> and to the business of his visit.-^ 
tjiie 3^id^ that he h^d been disappoints^ 
ki' all 'his b^pes from /&i ik^nwii^ 
paiTty^ th'at whetithattmdAusinesSofMrs^ 
" FiH^^ofm^'a came cui, ihiY had seiae/iithvf 
as 4 pretence for drof^aSAg^^Mm^Bifkoge^ 
thfcr^ — ^fyi, when.ti^y hadi^hyljofdOld- 
lMB)rQiiighl& .r^reat fjsoq|i iii^e^ oblai'n«il 
e^v^ liWiig t^ey w^^Ktcd» ind* ^9^ n6 
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more occasion ^ msistame etinfofinw^ 
tiony they had shamefally forgotten or^ 
dMowDed all th^ir former promises to* 
Cunningham.— They had reftised to^ 
accredit him at the comrt of Denmark^ 
refused even to defray die expenses ^f his 
journey thither^ whicfa^ in the style 
he had thought dt. necessary for an^ 
ambassador to. travel in^ had been coasii- 
derable* UpcMi the hopes held out^ he^ 
had taken a splendid house in Copen- 
hagen^ and had every day^ for soma 
Weeks, been in expectation of the arrivid 
of his credentials. When it was publidy 
known, that another ambassador w«3 ap* 
pointed, Ciinmngham's oreditors became 
damorous ; be contrived to escape from 
Copenl^i^n in the night, and wasproceed-^ 
ing incog, m hi» journey h<Maie wards, when^ 
be was stoj^d at cmeof the smsdi frontier 
towns, and wat there actually detained in 
pri»cm.for his ddbts. > ' 
- Hie poor Commissionier* piraduced - his 
soii*s letter, giving an account of his de- 
tentkm^ and stating, tha[t, 'unless the mo^ 
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iie^ he had raised in Cppettbi^en was 
paid) there Was no hope of his hsing 
liberated. — He must perish in a foreign 
jail* - ■ . ..... 

We spare the reader the just reproaches 
winch the unhappy latl^r^ at this mo- 
ment) nttered against ^e sonV dnplicitj. 
— It was his fate, he said, to be rained 
by those, for whom he had been laboring 
and planning, night and day, for so many 
years.— — *^ And now," concluded Mr. 
Falconer,-—'* here am 1, reduced to sell 
almost the last acres of my paternal estate 
« • • X shall literally hive nothing left but 
Fakspnar^Conrt, the grounds, and my 

anoi»ty ! — Nothing ! But it nMst 

be done, ill as he has used me, and 
impossible as it is, ever, even at 'thitf 
crisis, to get tikie truth from', hint ^ v • { 
must pay the money *~her. is in jai), gnd 
cannot be liberated without this $om— ^I 
have here, you see, under tha hand oif 
the chief mi^trate, sufficient proof « . < 
I will not> however, trooUe you, my 
dear Sir, with showing more oi tbe^e 
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lett»rsw-rr-^0»ly it js * c^mfoft t© me 
to ^ak .to one^ wW n^ listen wi^ 
aooie syiiipathy • . . AJh I Sisr, vclmn mit 
of place I , • • out of favor ! • • . sellings 
<HMQ*3 eiltttt^ ! /• « bow p€K>]rfe ohcmgetl^-r- 
Bi^; I 9m i»kjtf^,vp jpm tiinie.-t--SiiiCii 
tbes^ ]|a]:i4s . iire t0, h^ soM^ tl^ fo^nei^ 
ibQ bQtt^r.T— Yoijr fajfcher^ yx)« kii0Ar> J^ 
tm^ted tjo my nmm^e s^tiJi^fiet^jmd^ 

^bcAie^ej.his.fpp^n^, his /5J|^«4&M^> ;«Hk 
t)e nec^^ajry^^ — will it nc^?.*^ — rsla^:fi^ 
Hwy#r-r-I T§*lly 9« wojt. dear, i$>^f^Jli 
iw?^a^4ry. — and qiy ^o^i^itpr^.JWr, Sbftip^ 
I haye dis»iS|s«i^-rTp#r]bt<ij^ft, yo\i. iniB .aj-^ 
Ipw mp to. j^t the V(asi,^«fis, jute ;jrt»« 

41fr«4 itP4^opH k^ ^fld feiiicjjy^tc^ 
tfc#yCftinpi^jon«,.th«t if l^p wqvil4«wA 

ting ^J9 aoy fijqjeniiff, |e^ itHef^ ftiseft 

4salmrrrV(i^ Wikfl ^«.tHl^c\^r. to./W(y 

The. .CoB«B!i68iopfir/ yw* ft^ #f ^gmti^ 

tnd« fof tb.i» Criea4jf pl^ri fk^d i|«mfi$(fb 
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ately begged^ that he might leave his 
title -deeds with Alfred. According the 
serinant was derfred to bring in the box, ' 
which he had left in the carriage. — The 
CommissNnier then rose to take leare, 
bat Alfred begged he would stay, till he 
bad written a list of the deeds, a9 he 
maAe it a rale never to take charge of 
any papers, without giving' a receipt for 
t)iem. 7%e Commissioner thought this 
** li'superfluotis^' delicacy between friends 
anArdafives;'* but Alfred observed, fhat 
relatione Vvould, perhaps, oftener continue 
friends,' if in matters of business they took 
care always to be as exact as if they were 
strangers. 

The Comnrissiofter looked at his watch 
— <-sftid' he was in haste — he wasr ^oing to 
w^t upon Lord somebody, from whom, 
in sfJitc of all his experience, he expected 
someAiing. ' 

*^ You will find a list of the deeds, I 
have a notion,!* said he, ^* in the box^ 
Mr. Alfred Percy, and you need onlj^ 
sign it ^— that will be quite sufficient." 

VOL. IV. o 


'^- WI)c^Q I, iiave poiQfHix^d^ the 
with the list I will sign it/* stiid Alfred^ 
— " my deii: aii4'l v^iU doit as q^ickljr 
as possible/' — 

The CommissiQDcir, secretly <tiratQg 
^lfred> accurjapy^ and xnattforibg sanw-^' 
thing of the necessity for Ifis own paittf>< 
tuality, was^ however^ obliged tp isuhtoil: 
-7- He sat down— -the clerk. was sent focr 
— >the box was opened. --^ The ^t of tltf f 
papers was^ as Alfred iband, dr^wn ant' 
by Buckhnrst Falconer ; and ^^ ComrH 
missioner now r^cojlec^the tiiQe^ '^iln^r 
when poor Buckhurst/' said . Ij^ fa^hef^i 
^ with a . sigh — " was , acgning. with nw^ 
against going into the church— 7 At d^);$ 
time I remember he was de^^r^telyvii^ 
love with yoqr sister Caroline.*^- 


4— k 


" Why, in truth," said Alfi«d^ 
smiling^ as he read over the scrawled Ust^: 
^^ this looks a little as if it were wtttttjeiif 
by a4nan in love — Here's another reason 
for our comparing the papera and the- 
list-" • 

*« Well— well— 1 took it all upon trust, 


I ^ ^ kwy^r^«~ I never lebkfed At ihtvi 
— never opened the box, and tm verj^ 
MMtf to be (bilged to do it how.**-*-* 

The essential care, erther of papers or 
estate, the- Craft raissMnier bad evermore 
DtgleoteA, Mobile he had all 'hfs Hfe been 
cafitle4inMiiig, >or fmfsaitig some phan- 
tom of fortune at court. Whilst Alfred 
was comparing- the papers^ and the list, 
the Cottiim^ionjer went ^ntklking of ibe 
marriaga of Caroline with Count Atten- 
berg, asking when tli^f ^Jtpected the 
CeonttoiretoiiEiyOr when Caroline would 
gt> . to likB. It was possible^ thaft Coutit 
Altenberg.migiit* be moved tomake ^ome 
remomtjrmxe in favor of Cun^iiighum ; 
smd ' a ivard or two frem' him to the 
Duke of Greenwich would do the bu*- 
^ssme^i;-— The Coi^itiissioner longed to hint 
this to Alfred, but Alfred was so intent 
jofiniitfaiite^'bcuidUs «f pafrchment, that 
tin mery ^ne^df thein #as counted, it 
"Wioulii: be id'^aiid Ho HKike the attempt. 
So the Commissioner impatiently stood 
.hy, : while tbe Jderk- we^nt on calling over 

O 2 
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tbe pap^*8^ and Alfred, in equal stniits; 

relying ' ^^ * 

'^ Thank Heavtn!*' said he to hiaisf^ 
they have got to the last buipdle.*" 

Bondle eighteen/' cried the cl^rkr;: 
'^'Bundle -eightera'* — r/^ed AJlf^ed 
— ** How many numbers does it con- 
tain ?" : r' 

♦' Six^'— said the detk.— . . h 

^^ Six ! i — no, »eT«», if jfon j^^as^/' said 
Alfred. ' , i 

>^ But six in the list, Sir.** • . 

** I will read them owr/' s^id Alfipd. 
Si-^T^tlmb^fti one. Deed of -AssignQMint to 
Filmer Oiiffin, Esq^ :N0^ .2. P^: of 
Mortgage to Maigaret JSimpsiin^ wid^w. 
No. 3. Deed of Lease Qtid Release.: ^No. 4. 
Lease fin* a Year." . :- 

'^ No. 4* nb such things .. . . $tO]^ jSir, 
Deed!** . . k 

^ Alfred gave one ]6ok at thopa}>er, 
arid startmg up, snatched it fv^m- the 
hands of his clerk, with aja exclamation 
of joy — rang the hell -**^ orider^ a coach 
to be called instantl]^-^ then si|gnfd.the 
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receipt for ihe CommissionePy put it into 
his hands -^locked the box ; and all was 
done vnih sneh rapidity, thatt the Com- 
missioner had neither time to reeovA: 
from his surprise, nor to express his' ca- 
/riofeity. , ' ' 

Whilst the coach was coming tp the 
. door, Alfred faeii^ nom a Jittk more 
composed, ejq>lained •*-- It was Sir John 
Percy's Deed — the long lost Deed— the 
loss of which had depriifed bis £sther of 
his estate — * aaad of his liberty. 

Btickhnrst Falconer, it seems, had> by 
mistake, pat it into this box; the Com- 
missioner 2>ow rec(dleeted> that several 
of Mr. I^ercy*s papers had been lyii^ on 
the table at the time Bnckhnrst was 
paclnng these op, and he fa^ been 
chargea not to mix them --^ Bat he was 
edrd^s and iri love — Alfred, at that 
time,- was not in the conntry, and the 
'*l](eed had never been thoagbt of, or 
nnssed, till the night of the fire at Per* 
■ cy-HalL-^And tben> aftef tjie most dili- 
. gent search, it was concluded, that it 
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must hwe bf en ccmftmli^d m tke ^aimcni'. 
.^rr Al&ed couM not stsy to listen eitb^r 
to l3ie 'Coittii)is8totter*s €0t)gmtidatrdn8^^6r 
'to )m apologaes for Bk^hnrttV i^melei^- 
ness, but httrrkd airaiT to betbe bearer of 
the joyful tidings to his father, raotber, 
iibdCvoiiine* . > 

' ftosainiciDd mid; hfs wfife he put info 
the coach with him,' and dnrre o^^ telKng 
%hbm they "woirid sm ^e&oitly whete 
rthi^y^w^rt. ^di»g, nthd jfiort- friat '— ^^-^ All 
the way lUnadaoBd taenrobed-lit^ ingo- 
,«iaijl^jr to i^s# itrying to' 6nd wrt her 
hrotheff!^ jmipose.: Whto r Ajey mmml 
IiTAthdB aigbt cd? tbe [KiagVBesKii^pmon ; 
iker «hdgio«^i(fcti ivevt h^yoiid tke inith, 
;«o4 t^ ?mM saner that AUVed^ fiad 
robt&itiied-aa ordeE some wcfy or other ^ 
?fQf her Hitber^s release^ Alfred, pro- 
rydked by' het imagining -something be- 
-yonfl . the reality, represented to hear the 

absmrdity, the impossibility of her sup* 

-portion; and that, in Englaiid, there h 

iko obtaining any vnkr to nupersed^ the 

coiu^ of law. RoaajBQoiid^s next gnesa 
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tsras, if not a legal, a moral im^ssibillty. 
SJhe fancied, that Sir Robert P^rcyhftfl 
relented, and that he had sent his fftther- 
'in-]atr, Coto.misj&ioiler Falconer, t6 make. 
terms with Alfred, {tnd to gnant her fa- 
ther release ' — To this one point of her, 
•father's release all her ideas jtendedj btit 
she could get no further. 

The moment Mr. Percy saVr his son, 
h^ said -^ *^ Alfred, 1 am snre. By your 
countenance, that yon have some good 
news to tell toe." 

Caroline and Mrs. Percy, almost at 
the samis moment, repeated . ih^ ^anfe 
thing. • 

Alfred anBwered> hy producing Sir 
John Percy'i^ deed, which he quietly 
kid down pn the tahle hefoVe hi^ father, 
telling him how it had been found — A 
few minntes Alfred ^taid to hear the ex* 
elamations of joy, then suddenly snatch- 
ed Up his hat, and said, " I must leave 
you, or, after all, I may be the cause 
-of my father's being detained some 
months longer in prison No, my dear 
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Rosamond, I can*t st^y — Tenn begiB* 
liext week — not a moment to be lost-^ 
can*t explain, yon would not understand 

. my lawyer-reasons -T- Good by — God bless 
you all — happier faces I never saw,** 
Alfred wrote immediately to Sir Ro- 

,bert Percy, informing him, ^* that Sir 
John Percy's deed was f^nnd, that it 
^oald be shown to whoever he should 
send to Alfred's house to see it.** — He 

>dded, *^ that he trusted Sir Robert 
would, when he should be^ satisfied of 
the existence, and identity of the deed, 

^ stop his furesent proceedings, and releslse 
Mr. Percy; as a continuance of the suit 
ceuld only ultimately increase the epsts 
and damages, which, in the event of a 
new trial, must full entirely, and hea:^ 
vily, upon Sir Robert.'* 

No answer was received for some dayis 
from Sir Robert ; Mr. Sharpe, his So- 
licitor, called, however, on Alfred, and 
in his presence — for Alfred would not let 
it Qiit of his hands— examined the deed 
— noted down in his pocket-book the 


-t ' 


PATRONAGE. 897 

date, names of the wittiesaesy and S0ni6 
othier particulars, of whicb, be obdetyfed, 
it was necessary be sbonld inforin Sir 
Robert, before be conld- be satisfied a^ to 
the identity of the conveyance—-— Sbarpe 
"was particularly close and gdard^ in 
hifi looks and words during tbis itifter- 
Tiew 'r would neither admit nor deny that 
he was satisfied, and went aWay, leaving 
nothing certain, but that be wonld write 

to' Sir Robert* Alfred thought he saw, 

that they meant to avoid giving '•an aiA- 
swer, in order to keep possession atul 
.detain • his &ther prisoner some ikoi^tbs 
longer ^; till another term.'/ He todk all 
phe necessary steps to bring the. matter 
:to tri^ immediately, without waiting fck 
any answer from Sir Robert -i— No- lett- 
.t^rfcame from 'him> biit AlfiN^d received 
&Qai his Solicitor the following note^s - 

, . , ; . *' I. ant). directed b^ l^ir ' R»b«i^ 
Kercj*^ V to»' >acqBaint jony in reply^ f6 

yonrs of the SOtb' instant^ • tbiri: ediiceivt- ' 

o 5 


298 PATRONAGE. 

Ing hU titk to the Percy estate ta be no 
MtLj aff^ted bf tbe idstFimieQt to whidi 
:yoa alliKk tfloereili^ hh cmmot wi&draw 
bis fn^j^Qt anit for tbe mesne rates. 

*^ Sir Robert Peref hfis ordev^d me^ a^ 
iiis Solicitor,' to take Idefeiice against yow 
^jectsieiat, stMtog to be, for the ro- 
-coveff of nforesaid lands— forthwith^ 
, Afid am, 1%*, 
. yowr bnmUe f errant y 

^ A. Shakpe/ 
Wednesday.' 


Mfted was &0rf>rtsed, disapipoiDtedv 
aiod altftned, by this answer r^ for he had 
imagined, that their atoiost loaUce eovM 
;0nly hayfF atteibpted to prolong the pe- 
riod of bis fatbei*'s iai])rilsaBme&t^ by 
f^otttimiii% the prei»ent snit, which mwi^ 
as he had thongbt, fa\\ to the gronnd, 
in consequence of the • recovery of the 
deed — Bnt the idea of their taking de- 
£^ooe,' and^ standii^ a new trial' against 
'^is de0d> biad aerer occnrred to him sfa 

* 

^poasiUt ^YCsQ ito th^r cffirontery in ^val^ 
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.Wny — He cbnscdted Mr. Friend, w!kj, 
after considering Sb»-pe*s letter, coah) 
not devise wluit defence tjbey intended 
to make, at the deed, upon tm^t ac- 
curate examination, appealed duly vex* 
eented, acc^rdin^ to the- provision of the 
fMittkt^ of frauds, Vfo^ the Wbole^ 
Mr. Friend was of opinion, that thel^tar 
/fpas meant merely to alarm the plaintiili^ 
and to bring tl^m to offisr or consent to 
a compromise. In diis opinion Alfred 
Was confirmed the next day, by j aa 10- 
terview with Sharpe, uccidentsd on 
AlfredV part, but designed mdpxepafed 
jby the Solicitor^ who watehud . Alfred aa 
be wa^ coming out of the Courts^ and 
4qgged bim till he {mrted from some 
gentlemen> witlv whom he was wall|in|^ 
then joini^ ^ l^im, he sidd) in a voice 
which Mr« Allscrip migh^ hate envied 
lor it's power 61 setting sense at defi- 
mc^; . '■■''-: •.■ \* 

:, *^ i am>kapi^, Mr. Alfred Percj^ tii 
ishaiice tor ste you to day « > • for^ witb4 
tji^w torpot dtt4ti4 to litigal|oQ %ni^f^ 
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. fiCulties^ I had a ftm words to au^^est «— ^ 

premUi^g, that I do not . act; or) speak 

.now, ia auy wia^^ as or for .S|ir Rcdwrt 

Percy, oi: with. r^Jforeoce to his hmg 

^mj client, nor as a soMcitor in this 

.cause — be it noderstood» but merely aad 

, solely as one gentleman to an^dier, upon 

honor — and not bringing forward . any 

,idea to betaken advantage d hegeaStefy 

, as tending to any thing in tibe sbi^e of 

an offer to compromise, which, in a 

legal point of view, yon know. Sir, I 

could not be warranted to hazard for my 

client. . . and of consequence^ whkh I 

heiieby declare, I do not invmiy degree 

jaftea^." . .*^ 

^* W<mld ypn be so good^ Mr. Sharpen 

lo ^t© at of)ce what you do mean*— for 

Ijcpnfess I do. not, in any d^gi^ee^imoydeiH 

lj|^n4yQa*'' 

.; ^* Why then. Sir, ,:what I. mean u^ 

fiimply, and candidly) f^ud frankly, this, 
t^atif .1, co^ld, without comproi^ising^ 
ih^ interest .of my client, irhicb, ^ aa 
lionest jnaQ,' I s^ b^iidiJiot to. do Or 
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-appear to do^ I should wish to put an 

:^iKi to this litigation between relations ; 
and though your father thinks me his 

,«nemy, would convince him to the con* 
trary^ if he would allow me^ and could 

..point out the means of shortening that 
confinement, which has occasioned so 
.much scandal ^ and moreover, could de-» 
vise an accommodation, which might be' 
agreeable to both parties, and save you 
a vast deal of trouble and vexation ; pos- 
session," added he» laughing^ ^ ^^ being 
nine tenths of the law.*' — ^ 

Mr. Sharpe paused, as if hoping that 
iotaething wouM now be said by Alfi^, 
that might direct him whether ta ad- 
vjapce or recede ;^ but Alfred only obr 
^rved, tbadt the end Mr. Sharpe proposed 
to ^himself by speakiDg,' was to be uur 
derstood, and that this desirable end be 
had not yet stained. 
. *.*i.Why, Sir^ in some cases/ one can-* 
not ventui3e to liisdce one self nfiderstood 
MQT way but by innuendoes;"-—. 
J /^ Then, good mbrning to ybu^ Sir/ 
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yoa and I can neTer nndersta&d* one 
another.*' 

" Pardon tnty l^f, unless yota are fti 
a Imnry,** cried Mr; Sharpe, catching: 
ABf cd by the btrtton, ^^ which (when sa 
^argei an estate, to which jrbu' mighit 
eTettttrafljr sacceed, and yoiir fathcr^s 
liberty taoreover are in question) yon arc 
toa much' a inan of feeling, and a mati 
tDf . business ta be — In one word tfae<v, 
Ibr ^ I wonH detain you another nknnent, 
«i)d I throw myself open, and trust to 
yourhonor;* ^ 

' " Vou do me honor/* 
* -** Put a parallel ^ase, *-^ — ^ Yoti 

plaintiff A- — — , I' defendant R , 

r sbodM, if I Mere A— — , but no way 
advising it, being B- y oflfer to di- 
vide the whole propi^rty; and that 
the 'offer would be accepted, Td^engagi 
upcm my honor, supposing* myself t^t^ 
liessin^ the ttani^actioh, only just as a 
Ipeutlemanr : • 

" Impossiblfe, Slfi'' ciied Alfred, wifli 
indignation, ^f Do you ti&e tne 4of a 


ibol } Da ycni thtnk I woal^ give up balf 
my Other's ^ate^ knowing that lie bus 
a rigbt to the whole?-**- It is true wc are 
^an»(ms, to Me my &diei» relettsed^ from 
that prison into which hehasbeen tiiijnMly 
mad eraelly tbrowti,. -bnt, be asstn^d, Sir^ 
that though we, his chiMwn, wonld thiilik 
:iia prioe that we conld pay to0 great^' to 
purchase his IH>erty, ev^en a few* months 
^KMiirer thvm the coarse of law w9i^ve it 
^ hiftty yet, he wouki never permk me 
^ ttuke s«ch a sa<5ri<kriey astfaat l^hich 
yoof propose.'* * ; 

*^ Propose V . . pardon mei -Sif----i prth- 
posed fioihtifig~-fe# from it^ — cmlf siig- 
•gestett m A. B* case-^But one word more, 
ipif ;* 4rri$4> Mr. I^irpe^ holing. iUfi^ 
who was breaking from him, --^*^ for yxmt 
bwn . . . yoer'fe^r^ iii^re«ti'=-— yoto^^ee 
th^ i^Hg^qiiitein a^w^iig point of ^ieffj 
itrhtu yoif talk' 6f a 'few months niofe cm* 
less imprisonment, and ddtey of getthig 
posisesstoti/ hk^g all there is between xx% 
— Depend npon it, if It^ goes tertrid, yott 
^»!3l^ev«^ g^^pQeWSsk)*- i ^ . - 
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- ' " Then Sir, if you. think so, you are 
.betraying the interest of yoor client, in 
.advising me not to let it go- to trial." 

" Good God, Sir! but that is between 
yon and me only." 

" Pardon me. Sir, it i» between yon 
,aBd yonr consdence." — 

" Oh, if that's all ! My conscience 

19 at ease, when I'ni trying to prevent 
die scandal of litigation between reW 
tions .... Therefore, jnst kt me mem* 
tion ta yoa for yonr private iofonnatio;!} 
what I know Sir Robert would not wisif 
to come ont before the trial." . , 

" Dou*t tell it to me Sir — I ,will. upt 
heai- it — E^tcuse me" cried Alfred, r-rr 
breaking from faim, and walkuig on vciy 
fosL . -, ... 

- Faster still Sharpe pursued) — : " yott'li 

' Sir at all events, that what ha9 
is not to ^o-further, — yoD^U 

II nevpr forget, that I aiQ a maif 
3ir," — s^id Alfred.— 
parted, from him muttering^ 
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" that if he lived to the day of trials he 
would repent this," . . ; 

" And if I live to the day of judg- 
ment, I shall never repent it/' thpught 
Alfred. 

Now fully convinced, that Sir Robert 
desired a compromise, and wanted only 
to secure^ whilst in possession, some por- 
tion of that property, which he knei^ the 
law would ultimately force him to relin- 
quish; Alfred persevered in his course^ 
freed from the alarm into which he h£^l 
been thrown, when he first learned that 
hh opponents intended to take defence. 
—Alfred felt assured, that they wqyld 
iever let the matter come to trial — But 
time parsed on, and they still persisted— 
A hint was giv^n to Alfred, by one of 
his father's old tenants .... .But we will 
riot foresta) this part of the story. — 

Whilst Alfred was coibparing. various 
feports and suspicions, calcul^ing moral 
and legal possibilities, and preparing for 
the decisive day of trial, the following 
letter arrived from Godfrey. 
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• • ■ ^ . 

•' ^* Dear 'father, hrothet, brothers, sisters, 
all ! I hope^ you are not wider any 
anxiety^ ^but me, for here I ara safe 
utii} kidnd/ and* in exctileiit quarters, at 
the house of Mynheers. Grinder weld, 
GroeiisveW, and' Slidderschild, Amster- 
dam- — the Dutch mercbants t<^ho were 
sbifiwreeked on our cbast yearl ago — If 
it had happened yesterday, the thing 
foulil not be fresher in their memories-^ 
'My dear Kosattiond> \vheti we laughed 
^fiit their strange names, square figiires, 
and formal advice at parting, to apply to 
•^em if tJVer we should in the changes 
and ehahces of hmnan events be reduced 
^0 distress, we little thought, that I ci 
prisoner jlhotrld literally c;ome to seek 
belter at their do6r.— And most hospi- 
tably htive r been received — National 
prejudices, which 1 early acquired, 1 
don't know how, against the Dutch,, 
made me fancy that a Dutclunan could 
thii^ only of himself, and would . give 
iaothing for nothing. I can only say 
from e3Lperiei>ce, I have; been rs hospi:- 


lably treated in Amsterdam) Jis eVeV I 

was in London. Tfcse honest trtei*- 

diants have overwhelmed me witb eivi- 

lities and snfbstaotitl feerviees^ and ti^ill 

'they seem to think^ they can never ^ 

-^qongh foir me— I wish I tnky ever s«e 

them on EtigWsh grotind again ^— *Bat ^k^ 

tave ifto Pc^cy-Hall to receive* thism ih 

tdonr^ and as ^veli a!j I ^etneoiher tb^ 

<H{)}8, tt6 <fould notddav^nkntly sto^^ 

t more 'than one at a time— ^d^ hy side 

• as- they stood after ^breakfWst ^ I r^colleet^ 

alt iPercy-Mall, th^ would ^ fill np the 

•parloi* at the Hills. -^ 

**''I tfave feaisoo to be ita high spirits 
•to day, fot^ tljew ^oeftft ^eoffle haVe jtrft 
^been telling *iei that the 'measured fkfey 
bav« Wen t«d<ing to g^t iny exdia/r^ 
^fietted have sb^ fai^ succeeded, they have 
Reason to believe, that in a Wtek or ^ 
forltiight at farthest, I sh^l bfe titiderway 
for En^and. - 

'^ In the mean time, yon* will wonder 
perhaps how I got here— <br I perceive 
'thftt 1 have ^n1]jected myself t6 ' Rosa- 
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monk's old xepToach of never beginning- 

my story at the be^nning My father 

.lays, half the mistakes in the conduct of 

human affalfs arise from onr taking for 

igranted; but I think I may take it for 

grafted, that either from the newspa- 

persj.pr from Goscoigiie, who must be in 

tJEngland before tbi» time> yon have 

-learned, that the transport J. was on 

on of dio^iegiment, 

storm of the l8tb. 

itt day break fell ui 

1. -:— Oar brave boys 

liors alirays do ... . 

iw, and it do«8 not 

it — ^Two to one Wafi 

e captured. I bad 

. on the Dutchoiaii's 

ed one of the sailbcs 

ively — Presentl^lie 

me, and askedj if 

rcy, and if I did not 

n him. before — He 

the shipvpreck, ^nd 

told me he was one of the sailors, wluk 


PATRONAGE. 309 

vren harhoured in one of my father's ^Qt 
hoQses^ whilst they were repairing the 
wreck— ^ I asked him what had hecome of 
the drunken carpenter^ and told him the 
disaster that ensued in consequence of 
that rascal's carelessness — My sailor was 
excessively shocked at the account of 
Ae fire at Percy-Hall, — hie thumped his 
bre^st^ till I thought he would have 
broken bis breast-bone ; and ajfter re- 
Heving his mind, by eursing and swear- 
ing in high Dutch, low Dutch, and 
English, against the drunken carpenter^ 
be told me, that there was no us^ in 
saying any more^ for that he b^d pu- 
, nished himself. — — He was found de^d 
OBe morning behind a barrel, from 
which in the night be had been drink- 
ing spirits surreptitiously with a straw !— • 
Pray t^U this tq our good oldstewsu^^ 
who used always to prophecy, that this 
fellow would CJOii?e to fio gppd — Assure 

, him however at the same ^ime, that all 

* ■ ■- . 

t the Dutch sailors do not 4^serve his 
nalccticttoos. Tell htift« I can aqswer 


fw the pool? fdlcm who recpgols^, m^f/ 
a^d who during tb^ wh^ pasfililge. a^vc^r 
^iled to show sieaud my f^Iow }|mo<i^^r 
dowi^ to the lowest soldiers of th^ .tegi^^ 
m^nt, every little attentuH^ i^rhis power. 
Wh^^ we got to Aia9terda«nv it w^ 1^. 
reminded me of the D|i:(^ n^^r^ha^jti^ 
tpld me their names^ ^Ucbi i?i^ho)9ti bis 
aBiistaucB, I, migfit hawpferfshfi^ heforo 
L could eygr havj3Te9<^le^d{,: showed, 
me the w^ay to th^i;: ho^se^t md mym 
r^stpd,. till lie sa^w.pe fv:ell settfedi 

*^ You, will ^xpectr ^o|a me aone 
account pf tibis.plase,; J. .;. .r--T;fo)a need* 
note^pttct.snya for jpsf-^^ J[ h^ got te^ 

Itis U»e io .n^ letter, appeftr«4 .«Aq iilher 
Ijaa put 9l\tim \k^m0^:^UetdHmAkfy 
out frfmy hfad r-t-^fMf . Gfe$JmiaJ frrUm 
has: be^ii. for; some wc^l^, ifi the coQutfji^ 
and bsifi. just rttam^drrTha Puls^ sier^ 
(^pts npt knowing of, bis being : «o># 
painted with my famiiy^.bud^ never 
mentioned him to me ^ — ^^ or me to faini.^ 
Soonr.swprise at mating was great^-r-asid 
miHuiaL-rwhat jdeMure it is in a foreign 


codnttfy und to a p0or prisoacfr^ to 8€e 
any one from dear Bngland — and one. 
who knows our own friendt. I had never 
known Mr. Gresham myself, bnt yon 
have all by yonr letters made me w^U 
a<;qumnted with him — 1 like hi)n pr^: 
digUmsly^) — * to use a lady's word -*• (tiot 
yMr$, f Rosamond) — Leif ers from ; MrJ 
Henry w^re wmting for hint here <^**- He^ 
has: just opened them, and the firtt news; 
be tells me is/ that Catolintf if gof^g t« 
he married -^* Is h po^ible?«~C}oiint AL-> 
tenb^rg!-"— The last time' I hc^^ fc^vtk 
y<m, yon tjiention^ tioth^ti^ of tb^^ 
Some of -yoqr lettem ;miB$ bave^ becK 
lost — fray writ^ agaii^ imme^iatoly, aiu^ 
do not take it for granted^ that I ^hiifUbe; 
at- hope before a letter can f^ch me^' 
botgive me a fnll history of everything^ 
up to the present moment — Hptr I wish, 
I was with you !-^— Groenaveld is sealing, 
his lettenr for London, and s^ys> he ipatist 
have mine now or never ^-^ Adieu — Pray 
write fally -^-^-you can't be to0 minnte £ai^ 
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a poor pri8oner1 — - Yours aflectionately^ 
burning with curiosity, ■ ■' 

G. Percy;* 

» ■ . - ■ ► 

4 

It was fortunate that Mr. Henry*8 
letters had been sent before Caroline's 
wedding ; as it prevented Godfrey's 
knowing any thing of the melancholy, 
confiision of that day, and of the im- 
prisotimetit of his father.— —While his 
family were debating, whetherthey should 
or should not comply with his request of 
Writing him a full account of all things, 
a letter arrived from Mr. Gresham to. 
Mr. Henry, with information, that God^ 
irey's exchange had been actually effected, 
and that fare had just secured his passage on 
boat*d a ires^el for England, which would 
sail the ensuing week; no letter there- 
fore could possibly reach him before he 
^ouldqtiit Amsterdam. 

In a committee of dates, held by the 
whole family — Rosamond exclusive, — 
who never knew any thing about dates, 
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it wa$ settledj^ tliat^ wind and weettlier 
pennittiog, Godfr^. troajd. arrive jns^ 
aboiit the: time^. when tbe trial wa^ to 
coiae (A. 

This sdmewbai enoreased Alfreds 
anxiety for the ieveDt% Other circnm*- 
stances ^IsQ conteihttlcdj to raise it to th^ 
highj^t pitch. 

Lprd Otdboroughs svrprisei^^ at; neither 
iweeuig Mr. Tenfpl^^ nofr^ beariq^ fron' 
hJm^.of his juafriage, wrote- to inquire^ 
what delayed his promised' retoni to 
dirmdnt-^Paffk. T^ng it for^anted^v 
that he ymsL% niarHed^ hU L.ordship> in the 
nHpfit.polile manner^ beg^ged ^^ that he 
wcwld fmvail nppn his bride> lo^euliveB^ 
tbe retiremeut. of an^ old> statesmim by^ 
bw^ sprightly- eoippaiiiy— As the frienJt^ 
of Jiff ^her he aade this request^ mth' 
a xxmlidehce^ in h^ beredStsi^ ilispo9ttio(R* 
tor $ha«ri bftp^kitidiieer." 

Itt reply to tl|i» fetter,. Mr. Temple* 
toklhis friend apd maistet what. bad de*^ 
layed' bis ^ marriage, and why he bad-* 
faitfaeito fori>onie to 'tronbte bi^ bn ^9^ 

VOL. IV. t 
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subject, — Lord Oldborough, astonisbeH 
and indignant^ uttered once^ and but 
^nce^ contemptuous exclajcnations against 
the *^ Inconceivable meanness of Lord 
Skrimpshire/V and the ^f infinitely small 
mind of his Grace of Greenwich/'— 
Then^. without cpndescending to any 
communication with inferior powers^ his 
Lordship applied directly to the highest 
authority. The consequence was, that 
a place, double the value of that which 
had be^ncpromised to his secretary, wat' 
|;iven to Mr, Temple, with apologies for 
the delay, which, as " Mr^ Secretary 
Cole had it in commaad to assure his 
Lordship, had arisen solely from the 
anxious desire of Ministers, to mark their 
respect for hts Lordship's recomiMuda- 
tion,; and their sense of Mr. Temple's 
merit, by doing more than had beea ori- 
l^nally proposed. -^~— An opportuoity, 
for which they bad. impatiently waited^ 
ll^d now put it in their power to evince 
the siqcerity of their intentions in. a 
isqde, w^ch, they trusted^, would jirove 
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to the entire satisfaction of Lis Lord- 
ship." 

The greatest 'tiare was taken, both in 
^nbstance and manner, to gratify Lorii 
Oldborongh, whose loss had b^ibn felt^ 
and -whose Talkie had, vpon comparison, 
increased in estimation. Mi*. Temple^ 
was immediately put in possession of bis 
place, and be bad the additional pleasure 
of^lfng, that the delicacy with wbidihe 
hn»l feJFrained from complaint, and the jpa^; 
tience with which txe endured suspense, 
were estimated by his noble friend an#' 
master. Rosamond was rewarded by* 
seeing the happiness of the ihan shlei 
loved,. and hearing him declare, thatt be 
ow'ed it to her prudence. ' 
• *f Rosamond^-s pfrudence ! > ■ Wno ever 
expected to .hear 4his r" Mr. l^efcy cx- 
daimdd — ^ *^ Arid yet the praise is just 
— SO5 ' li^nceforward none n^ed ever 
ties]Sarr of grafting ' pirudetice upon ge- 
nerosity of disposition ' and vivacity of 
temper.' 
\ Mr. Temple obt^iijed from RoBamon<8l 
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« jn'omise to be Im, as ^ooq as faer ivth^' 
thoold be released from bis prison ;. 
ttU tb^' she could not tbink' of leading 
Irim. ; •« . 

, Alfred l^aiid tbls promise re^i^t^ ' 
MriikkisUe;iit agony of mind. *-* " TW h^ 
pahess^ alf who. are most dear io me ait. 
state '— ^ How modi' depends on the et^t 
of thb'triair 

^eit came letters from* Coant Alien*' 
bc^*— -^Briefly— in the laconic style ^' 
a iM^^wbo^ is pressed at once by sndd^^ 
eyeiitt and strong feelings, he relates^ tiiat* 
*^ Jat the sime of tibe city of « » ^'^^ 
fay the French, tsarly in' the morhiflgrci^ 
Uie day on which it' was exf>ebtra 'tlrat^ 
the enemy wonld . attempt to stdite^tbe* 
towBi bis l^rince, while inmctingT the 
fortifications, was ' kitted by 'H! cUtiiMi'^^ 
bal]*^ on the very ' ^pot whi/te ' the ' Goiluab 
bad be^n standing bfat a momeni beA^re. 

■ '^ 'All public affairs were^ cbangM ii^ 
his Gpdntryby the death of the Prince —*< 
His successor, of a weak cbaracter^'wai^ 
willing to purchase present ease, aui^'^ tp 


. Mtve }^ low fikaffiiTes, at atij price-^ 
'Wadytoigive-iiptWlionorof his toniitrfr 
aod'to'sobisit to "the conqueror .-^ Thai: 
fte-bod-been secretly' intri^ingwiA-tlrt 
-eannyiiiiaid'heeD smpected; and this sds^ 
lykioa was- coil6rnied--by bis diEtttardly 
vi^iCi^ation, whea th» iDcans of deMtKSc 
^ve Id' hit power> and the spirit at )A 
fcppleefigcV' fey resistance. "* 

".With JDt^Dation, heijg^teittd' ifjr 
^ef, cobtrut, and despairing 'ptrttfM- 
-iuii^CoMtt A^Mb^tg had Tem^fitra^ 
-T-in yain — had refused, as miniiier^% 

.'pK'liift >^ittai« to 'ike^*i^^K6oi~- 

-had' becD-'wiliGited btgeddy ~To' ecrftc^ 

i-and dignitte!^'|tfeii^ 

"be rejected wUh -sborii 

^ 1 elFfris p^ic «i^age- 

oi his frietid'the Ikte 

j^- e Tetiring bf'&e Ktd- 

'Coant 'Aitenberg tc- 

- ,_. — . ^ — ioHurter iftider his suc- 

;ces8or;^and tseeii^ Ihat, iinder each a 
«acces9or to the-GbTcrntnent, no meana 

, «f serring, or saving the xottntry re- 
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mained^ h^ at once determkiad t^. ^pnlt 
it for ever. Resolved to live in a itm 
country, alf«ady bis own*, half }>y ^birA-, 
jSkud wholly by inclinntioi^ ^b^re be h^ 
property su0icieat to* secui^ bi$i jmder 
pQndenctt, sufficient for all bis^ owb 
wisb€i$> and ^r tbe stiU more moderale 
dfrsir^ i^ tbe wpmar^ be b^^es;^ Wbere he 
can enjoy, better tban ou aiiy otber spof 
Bpwio tbe wbple compass of tbe civiHsed 
:^prldr the ble^^sings i^. real liberty, aui 
jof; domeftic ; tranquilUty \ axhI .bap|Hr 

. , Hjp^^;deqision jii^d^j U. w«» pFpmj^y 
.executed,' — |Ie left to a friend <tbe',tf»n8*- 
jaf^tiog. tbe ^le of. tbjit, p^rt ,pf .bis( German 
p^ifppertgrf ' K>f wbifh he had not alrei^dy 
.di^posed^ and conqluded bis* letter to Csk 

^o^inetb^s^ 

,//^ I^^ssports obtained !, — Every thing 
dpne but to pay nay duty to the Princes 
before I leave the country — Early next 

week I shall set out for England: May 

the cloudy which hung over your father 
vyhen we parted, my beloved^ Garojine^ 


PATRONAGEJ 51^ 

Be dissipated ! May we meet kk perfect 
btppiness!'* * 

CaroKne's eyes involoiitarily twrncd 
^n Alfred a«' she read the last words ' ' " ■ ; 
It was only hy strong effort and habitoat 
command of mind^ that he could pre-i 
s^h^e his self-^pos^ession under the action 
oi such desperately strong motive^ and 
the sense of such deep responsibility. ——f 
Many of: his brother lawyers were not 
only doubtful,' bat more inclined to 
despond than to encourage him as to 
the event of the trial — Several rcgietted^^ 
that he had not accepted of Mr.* Sharpens 
offered compromise. *^ Half Uie estafd 
certain, and his fatbe])*8> release from al! 
diftcnlties, they thoi^bt was too good 
aa offer to have been ' rejected !** —t he 
might, ^^ as Sfaarpe had prophesied^ 
Uver to repent his rejection of that pro^ 
posal.!" 

Others observed^ that though Mr^ 
Alfred Percy was certainly a young man 
of great talents^ and had been successful 
at the Bai*^ yet still he was a j/oung^ 


kwyer. -^ h was a hoU ahil iiiubardptt5> 
not to say rash things to take lipon!ii^- 
idt-ihe cdmihict of a suit against i^h ap- 
poneMs as l%arpe, and Sir Robert Pf^r6y 
-^fracfi^ed in law-^bafd^ed injpi^initjr 
-^^nd now driven to desperation. . ;^ 
;Mn Friead ^as the ofity mant ^f^ 
kood itseadily by Alfred,, and JieY^r 
wavered in his opinion— *^ Trp^^t.to^^ 
Imd justice/* said he, — '* You did rij^t 
•lot .to coaapromise — ^^Be ilrm — If yon 
(kil, you will bare this comtolaUon, yim 
irill ^areidbne all that niati'e<on)d do to 
litserve snccess." — 

■^— Tile day of trial approached. — 
Mn Friend had hoped, till very late 
i»4i)|e business, that the object of their ad- 
"imrsari^s WM only to intimidate, and tbat 
A»f 'Woiiid nfever let it go to trial — Now 
i^^m'di plain tiiey would — Bcit on what 

grounds? Again and again Mr. Friend 

4tnd Alfred perosetl and reperused Sir John 
'Percy's deed, and exanrined the opinions 
of *roti»sel <rf the first eminence. — Both 
law and right app^afed to be clettriy m 
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^^*l 


their side ; but it' was not likelj^ that 
their experienced- opponents should per- 
sist withont' having some strong re- 
source* 

A dnead silence was preserved by Sir 
Robert P^cy and ■ by Mr. Solicitor 
Sharpe._Tbey must have some deep 
design ; what it conld be remained to be^ 
disooTOred'even till the day of trial. 
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CHAPTER Xtf I. 


, • . -f . ' •• 


1 HE d;iy of trial arrived — The trial 
came on about three o'clock in the even- 
ing. The court was uncommonly 
crowded. The friends^ of Mr. Percy, 
the adherents of Sir Robert, appeared 
on opposite sides of the galleries. Sir 
Robert's adherents boasting loud of bis^ 
certainty of success, and spreading all:: 
manner of false and abusive reports ofe 
Alfred and Mr. Percy, wbose frierids, 
meaoi time, preserved a digniiSed silence 
Neither Godfrey nor Count Altea*^ 
berg bad arrived in England ; amofig 
the spectators, the only person of Mr» 
Percy's family whp was present ^^^as 
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SSrasmas^ who, being pointed out as the 
son of the Mr. Percy that was in prison. 
Interested every body in his favor by his 
excellent countenance and gentleman* 
like demeanor, all whicBr we«e contrasted 
with the dark inauspicion^ pkysiognomy 
of Sir Robert, who^ sat opposite to him, 
and who was neven tranqnilr one second — r 
bat was continually throwing notes to his 
counsel,' beckoning or whispering to his 
attorney — while convulsive twitches of 
Mc&. and headi — * *snuff-taking -— and 
handkerchief j^pifead frequently to cour- 
-eeal . the ejq;>ressionr of his oounte- 
BBsice^tr bdtr^yed the malignant flurry of 
Jtiia^spirifU; ' V* 

Alfred conducted his fathers Q^tt$^ iu 
the most judicious and temperate ma]>« 
rner*. . An v i^empt bad been niadci bf Sk 
Roberft^ to pirejudice^ the pabUe ^gainst 
Mr,;£ercy> by rqveseu^ng; l»i«i Ks tj* 
desteudaut pf a younger brf^her,*- w|i9 
MPaSjendeavpni^ to dispoB^e^s the heii^ of 
;tjie elfle^r branf^h pf the family of tj^at 
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TstBte, whi^ beJmiged to hiib bf ^gfi^ of" 
inheritance* Aift%d'» first caj^e^wms to 
"put the court aud the jury 4ir fifi pMte^- 

"^imi^^f the facts. He stated^ tfaati*-»< 

I^^ flis father^ ' h&mB JBerc^r 'fMvi^ m 
ikAs cmuL, and ORnbert 'Percy, i •ait^ 
.d^enda«t^ both dtscmnled ftoaa' Sir 
-John ' Percy, * who > Ja^a^^ tlvrkr ^ gfat|«iftti^r . 
-Su* ioli9r <»utlived both' bii SMfta^ wiiei^^ 
himtwo grandaons^ Ruliert ^s^'liMt^i^ 
'^f im ddest, and Lewis of imyouvge^t 
:&on.— -rr Sir Jftihn had two eitartes, one 
^ them ; paternal, whi<[b nmnt hst ^9- 
^l^^a^jr coarse of d^scei^io ;ih^ r«yircK 
?[|eii|tttte ef t|ie elckit i»4^ 'Iwvf^iAe' 
presort Sijr Robert fere]^/ Sm*iifim*k 
*btber nestirte,' in Hinjprtifi^>.«twl%hr^^ie 
i:o hiI^;hy |ifs w^, he^ebiMjed, ii^^ 
^i^e^bei^ ifa|a' deaths itp.:1b^^ybwge8t: 

4iad faeM iln^itrti^H^ .|^#6ii0ifti«i|k#l ii?lbt« 
^any >ye<ars. -—^But,' in proofs of tkae. 
Sir Robert 'Perfcy |^fai«d "^flM^If by^play, 
and,^]^?mng freqneirt^ iiitlQriiowse ^iilAb 


> -.1 

t 


<SlMirpe^ MIm siliisitiir^ fV^^ s^^^ gteat 
ii POfgi nfy i i itj| M»id - ^ t iii alh tr f it ' if^BS Tgot 
i|Ml8liil»t9 4bikei:ilM'«iilei^ his^coMm 
^^ BMcyf* Mfite. 'ttensvg^nted/tfact 
,dM . r cflUMfiMiAe 'wifjiiV^mot i)»' 6nA- 
^CtMrnigi Iltt4ir Bebort MiBrbd hio^'ibct 

4l»rof: twoe^difeii-bf bMwraH Md^«lMt 
i fcgro » M iildb«4ikelilHkK} jsithtiilfaatfliur 
4i«fd0 iJKirfri to fetyinirtirt ttet^ibcmld 

•t*mMl iJtotriiririg of 'A^'^btwei; htcvrlxich 

jf^iit»e. Sfr^iSbafpeY acekfooti^ oitar* 

- Sh <-4ambditatl^^ ^totaimncad ia twiat 
ngtimlf-MroMsiiQ^iAid bad ^^tolif MOr 
tiMlMi Hif<#b«|bHMngia. /v^dlft ib fai8F#i«ii 

. >teor)'«nd^pM8e0b)0ni «f^^^^Iikiii|ririi^ 
'esta(!dt-«H(kt tbe retime ^irhte ¥tmj 
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'^ivered' up possession- and qUfttaf 
Percy-Hall^ in consideration of th^ tys^ 
tsnsiTe improvements * which • 'be bud' 
nade, and in consideration of bis ^ving^- 
np to Sir Rbbert, plate, farnit^nre^wittev 
korses^' and eqnipagesy S)V Robert bad 
prbmised ta forego Wfaat^vei^^ claim h^ 
might, have *iipon Mr; Pircy, for* the 
fidnts ^i?hicfaifae had received ckivhigt^ 
time lie bad faeld^e* estate-*- Bnt^ ^f6«t^ 
.words, Sm Robert repented of Jftifvin^ 
maife this agreement, br4ke bis ^robiise, 
took oat a' writ 'against his^ <K>tfSib for tb^ 
mesne vaieSy-hnA him an^ested^for-tbe 
^bt, . and' Arown into prisotv* * ■' 'Un- 
eMe ' to ' pay ' the^ imtnenlse • eum claim^^' 
^om lum^ and detemiined nor to.invig^ 
iiis friendsf by4K)eepiing'of ttt^irleolrfty; 
Mr. F^rcy faaid* -lltde probal^iiiy of e^ 
^eing 'Tedieased, tbl, by * fortnni&te cirt- 
4nEmistanc6$, whicfa>k is* needless berc^ to 
-rtmpntalate,' tbe- liist oonveyanee viriit 
nMoimnedi Sir R^Dberf^ apprisedi 6y him 
^'*rtitf^ recovery' efe* this deed,^ etill per^ 
pstei in lUoldif^ poasessioniof Ihe U^mp^ 
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^sbire estate^ and io detaining bb* cou&i 
in prison for the mesne rates. The pret- 
^mt action was in eonaeqoence hnauight 
Ijy Mv. Percy; for the i^ecovery of his 
liberty, andhirpropeny."**- . ;; . 
\ Not one wofd of invective, of cto- 
qneoire, of MnaApent^ or of any. attempt 
SiHk pathos,, idid ovr bandsier mhc witk 
tbifi statenient.;} It was bis ol^ect. to 
^t. tbe jury,fandi.tbe ccmrt, clearly ia 
.possession of facts, wbicb^, nnudcNmed^ 
he kiaew. would appear .stronger, thaa 
if ononmbered. by. any flowers . o£ xirar 
tory^ . , - 

,: ilasrihg'pisodiiced tbe deed, oonTej40g^ 
tb^ Hampshire estateto his hkiher^Mfoti 
oaUedejeidence to- prove. the sigpaton .olf ' 
!^ John Bercy^ aod the Jiaoil-wittiiig of 
ihei .witnestes. If e far^rt pr^ifsd, diart 
this conveyance J had ^ biien. fotmwLy seen 
jamongl^is falher's^ papets at Serey-i^Hall; 
showed ii^ bad^beeot^ reeendyr reoowmd 
fuMv Msi EalfionerV b«x of*^ papersy aad 
explained bow it bad. been^pottbtfreby 
.mistake, find , he supported" this &c^by 


tie wrkiefioe of CbtMnJbmn^ JUcdMv;, 

watt#d^ inaMnn tofeiMow/w fh^^ 

defendant wstpiii^fNtf^^toitiiiA^; 

Ta4iUa9tom»biniiiit iiMtcoMtenirttton;^ 
iipr.dRolxnrt's ooonsAl pnodwdid tMMAter 
dbed' aof Sir Jciiii'^Pi«roy'%;i^^ t&e 

lieed^ liy >wlm:h''i6ir Jblmw1iad!»lttde #feir 
lu8 . GEiafaiprfiife> etiate to^TliiKi jwittget 
pmaHaOj^ MfviPercy, ; itw appeodo^irf iu 
dabse in^ 'die ta^oal 'deed^ : tfaat^ a* jioirer^^ 
&rthi^p«i^«ei hadibe^ tfaorauuieMa^ed. 
. This deed of revocation wa^ badded to liie' 
j^fiifft^amkd,bf!^ike:j^tyjit^ "tit 

kKBia&Ded.**^Wi% itwm «bedB^'^«rare'Ibtl<e- 
'tt^ .iWDpafcd. Tl^i'.Jsimt ^ iM^ktiwii^ 
povUL ' iEiot:-4i»G6ver avji^ diffmsfam^ iii *4lie 
js^^toMy or Jtoal.*! pWhe»^Mlr*idlriMd^ 
iiwanuh>d tK^afcj^>h^nf«tii»rd^^ 

4te»tittinmtia9ip«a9od*^pie9&iit^: Wx^ttittMr 
§^^/ciircreviMMMnkig.atIie i deeds, Mr. 

« 

^«kitigelJMn. ' - ' - - 
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F^ieud^ ^^ if they estabKsh this jdcedrof 
re^'ocatioa, it sets us stride for «rver.'* 

Neither Mr. Friend, nor Alfr^/ had 
juiy doubt of » its beings forgery, but 
those who had pluaged thus despera^ly 
ill giiilt would probably be provided with 
perjury siifiident to support their ini* 
qmty. 

. .'* tf.we faadbeeB prepared!** sand Mr. 
Ffi^ndj, ". but hdw could we be pr^ared 
for such a strojke^ Even now. if we had 

itfoie, we could summon witnesses who 

• ■ • . 

'W^uld'^diseredit theirs^, Imt . . . /' 
.. i ** Doi.not despair/' said Al^red;;^ *^ itjiti 
^yae^haye a chance, that their, own wit* 
:Kimes may cross each o^er, or contra- 

diet themselves. Falsehood, with all ii^'s 

■ ** . . ■ 

cautioii, is; seldom couisistent/* ^ , 
^./JTjie trial proceeded. ^Alfred, in the 
^nid^t of ,the fears, ^od sighs of*- Bis 
^VftHtds, smd of: the* tiiumj^ant smiles, 
-aiBd anticipating congratulqtions of hiiii 
-enemies, continued to keep both his tern 
per and his understanding cool. . *His 
'dltentfon "wa^ fixed, upon *^e ic;*iden*^ 
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produced, regardless of the various sug>- 
gestions whispered^ or wrftteii to him by 
igobvinbot learned advisers. 

Willittfa Ckrke, the only surviving* 
witness to the deed of re\'6cation pro* 
duced by Sir Robert, was the person, oit 
whose evidence- the: cause principally 
rested. He was now summoned to ap* 
pear, and room was made fok" him. He 
was upwards of eighty yeara of* age; he 
came slowly into courts and stood sup 
porting hiuifielf upon his stuff, his head 
covered with thin gray hairs, his-cbtrate- 
^Bance placid and smiling, and^ hid wbol^ 
appearance 'SO respectable, so. venerable, 
as^ to prepossess imtoediately the jury and 
the court in bis fevor.* 

Alfred Percy could scarcely believe it 
p&ssible, tba^ such a man as this could 
be the person suborned to support a foxh 
g^. — After being sworn^ h^ was desired 
ta sit down, which he did, bowing^re- 
spectiiilly to the court. Sir Robert Per- 
cy's counsel proceeded to exsamine him 
as to the ])oii]ts they desired to establish^^ 
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•* Your name^ Sir, ia William Gierke^ 
i^ it not?*' / : •• 

"My name is William Gierke/* — ai%- 
tFrered the old man^ in a £^ble voi^e.' 

*^ JDid you ever see this paper before ? '* 
showing him the dc:^. 

*^ I did — I was present when Sir John 
Percy, signed it, — he bid me witness, it, 
that is, write my .name at the bottoin, 
^hich I did, and then be saidt, ^toke 
i^pjlice, William. Gierke, this is a, dee4» 
reypking. the deed by. which I if^dp oyer 
my Hampshire estate to o^y yooi^^s^ 
grandson, Lewis PeFcy.t '* . 

.Th^ witness was going on, hot the 
coupsel interrupted,--- 

" You saw Sir John Percy sigpi thi« 
deed ?-ry<Hi are sure of that ? '* 

^*: I am^ sure of thatJ* 

^' I3 this. Sir John^ Percy's signage 2 ** 

*^ It is,r^The yety same 1 saiv hio^ 
write, and here is my own name, that he 
bid me write just there/' 

." You . can sjvear,^ that.^tbis ia your 
hand-writing/* ,^ ; .b :^ .; 


*• Do yon recollect what time Sir John 
*iiTy s%ii^ this deed ?** 

^ '^fW ; ' about th rec of four flays befdi^ 
*bi8>d«ith." . 

" Very well, that is alJ we want of yonV 
W5 r« ^Aj'tewcc • 

* Alfred Fercy desired, ' that GlerkW^ 
lAoiiM be d^lsiified in comt, tba^ he 
l&ight «ra§s-examtne him. -^ The def(^n?- 
^Afrti Went on, prodnced Hheir evidence,. 
«kaiiikied ^U t)i«i!c iwitnes8es> and i»rta- 
MiiiK^alP.tliey'^esired; 

Tb^n it came to,' Alfred's turn to cross- 
^examine the witnesses, Aat had^lfeeIl^ 
pi^odnced by hiH adVeftlary^— ^^Rfhen' Wil- 

liwb^CaeAei^l^eai^d^ Alfred rcg^ard 
ing him stediks%^ the^ oldrmaoV conti- 
tensmte fehangfed af little,.-*- bat Istill he 
Koofcswf piwpafredta^ stand a cross-exadfir 
Imtion.'^Iii ^pite of "his effort's he trem- 
Wed- ." ? . - ' . - ' — 

** Oh! you are trembling on the brink; 
Iff 4he* graTeJ** said* 'Alfred, addressing; 
him in a low, solemn tone,— ^* Patise and. 
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Tefleety whilst' yon- are allowed' at mo- 
ineqt's time for reiectton.-rA £ew'year8> 
must be all yoQ Jiave to > spmid iii^ii 
world. — A few moments. m^ take yoo to 
another,-'— to appear before a. higher 
tiibaQal i-^ before tb^tjiidge> who knows! 
onr hearts^ who sees into yours at this t 
ins^imt" . ^ 

^ The sta^ in the:old miA's hanii shookr* 

Sir Robett Pett^y 8 coif nacA imeihiiilciil 
-T*'$(iid that the witness shonicbnMi bet: 
intimidated, and af^aled t^'. the ^pia^. 
But Alfreds obserring tbtt^lir j«d^ W9d> 
isUwt, pfooeeded. •-r— - 
* t^./^i^ h»0w,,lhaftJsrqaarettp^ ymHo^ 
^i4mi$4>robably tiw-lMtMibi'i . * « po«^' 
9^y tbe^Iatt wordifri yolHiMbf erer'^iCMr>^^ 

... / Jtook^tbtttbettWtrt^^^Yon kntor/* 

tbit tnen hate. hfonstnlcfedeslAf^wffibit' 
i^ttying fl^lariioiwIsiff^^Yoa art llpo«^)NMr 
oath-^Dtd yon ate ^ Johtt-'Hwey^sigtl' 
tlfedeiidr 

/The old nual attfmpttd in ?iiift 4b i»^ 
tienlale. . ,. . 


334 PATftONAGE. 

^^-Givc him time to rtcdllcct !^ — cried 
ibe counsel on the opposite side, — ** Give 
him leave to see the writing now he has 
his spectacles."—— 

• He looked at the writing twice, — his 
bead and hands shaking, so that he conld 
not fix his spectacles* — The question was 
repeated by the jndge. The old mat) 
grew pale as death. Sir Robert Percy, 
just opposite to him^ cleared his throat to^ 
catch the witnesses attention, then darted 
ai him such a look as only he could give. 
" Did * I see Sir John Percy sign this 
deed ?**^— repeated William Gierke, — • 
*' yes, I did,'^ 

♦'** 'You heair, my Lord, you hear,** 
criedf Sir. Rdbert^ boumel, •— *^ The w'it- 
nesaisays ht did; -^ There is tio occaslotr 
fwrA^r ' ta intimidate ' this' poor old man . 
He <i« n>otusedHo speak before such' dri* 
aiiilienae.~There [£ no need of cloq^ience,*' 
all'we ^«Mmtis^'truf(h;-^Tlie evidence is full,' 
distmet, and positive; — My Lord, witlT 
ycjw liofd&hip's leave^ i iancy we may^ 
diimidi^lhito;. ' - . » .-' 
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.They were going to hurry him away, 
%tit Alfred Percy «aid, that, with the 
permission of the Coart, he must cross- 
examine that witness further, as the whole 
event o^ the trial depended upon the de- 
gree of credit, that might be given to his 
evidence. 

By this time the old man had some- 
what recovered himself; be saw, that 
bis age) and reverend appearance, still 
prepossessed the jury . in his favor, and 
from their looks, and from the whispers 
near him, he U^^nied that his tnemor and 
heMtatSpn ' had not^creafed any soiplcion 
<sf gnilt, but had been attributed rather 
4o the sensibility of virtue, and the weakr* 
ness of ag^ And 'now t|iat the moifteii* • 
tary emcteion, 'which eloquence had pn»«^' 
^ced oQ his ipind had subsided, it tum^ 
^ to it^'siforlner sta^*-^ He recalleoted; 
ihe bribe that liad hem promiaed hiii. — 
^e was awarcj^ that he bad already awMn 
what, if he covtradicted, might sabfeet i 
him to be prosecuted for perjury. He now . 
/Stood obstinately resolired to pei»evere im . 
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^ miijuHy* The first fnls^inpil^ pt^ 
imiuQedy^and bielieveil, .aa he bp|»f;iEl^ hfi 
the jury, the next would bcf eii^y> 

" Yoor nai9e is William Qh^^ik^ attd> 
tlw,*! said MIV^ (pQfptiQgi to ;ti# w^» 
iKias's sj^aatur^i) is^ ,yo^r |ifiAd^!«^TiVt 
ing?" 

*• Y/Hi- <;«» ; write tliMi r^ -n-<pnljtkigi ^a- 
]kMi^Q Jbb hi|iHl> .Wjm ,§^im to wrifa^ 
ftiiNRr wmk ift.tlM pf9#tiiMjofilh^,Co9«t^ 
-^Ifei.teoIb.theYipeiii. hufet aiev. itialijyBigt 

. /^ l|Mi tm oUkiilo wmie: . . • , libnym 
nflt;tbf9irfiUQjito.mite»;iiiytiN^^ - 

mmif^y9ti^rmImit99Ai', Sirv -ioAffdi ^^ ypiN 

smtmi AQtighifc: mthuieolanf » ^sbiw wifif - 

tiMft»^ptoMun^J^rM!l/>fl^ ■ 

all'i: kitow. -rr^^Hbat itete^ t^mi ' 
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yoioQ gtaning strength and confidence as 
iie:weiiC .on repeating the lesson wbidi 
hfi had htea taitght. ' . 

*Mt was long, a long , while ago," be 
said; ^^ since it had all happened ; bat thank 
Henvtn, his memory had been, spared 
htm, .wd..he remembered ail that had 
passed, the same as if it was Imt yester- 
day. •^r^HQ/recolkcted how iSiR John 
lodced, whtmlio sat. what he $ aid wheti 
heai^Haditfais d9ed.-*-^And, moreover, he 
]uid, i^hm, before heard of a dislike Sir 
Jph« bad>ahen to bis. younger ^rattdion 
• ^^ • My 3 tt that;- yooDg . g^tikmants 
fa*cr,^— UioWog ^ Alfis^d— " And J 
wa9, very s^rry to be^ iir^vcry. sorry 
th^ ^6bojald W liny displite in the f^^ 
mily^ for 1 loved them all,'* said k^, 
willing his i^yes — ' ^^ Ay, I lov^ *em aU, 
«n4^ 4dl , 4tl|li^ from ti^e tifie they weib 
in dieir cradles. **<* I i^member too^ oqce^ 
3ir: John.f^W to mn, WiUiun Cj^ke, 
s^ys he, ypu nr^ ikMt};^ lad • • • • for I 
tv»8|ila49HC<?,i,|-:,;V t ; ,, ^ 

Alfred had jndidionsly allowed <the 
VOL. IV. a 


nritneis to go on as &r is %e ples^ed 
with bis story^ in the 6Xpciel«doii^ ihA 
some exaggeration and €imtra<Mdtio& 
would appear^ but ibe jn^!^ mom inter- 
:nipted liia i^ fQacn^ obsemng, tiiiit'43u8 
wai nothing to- tl|e pntipose— r'Aat be 
mnst net ta&eup die time «f die 0BMt 
witli idie taka^ ^bat Ibat if lie bad im|r 
tbii^ more to gi«e'ki evideBoe' respei^ 
ii^ the deed^ be should relale it. 

The judge "w^ tlioi:^t to be Mfs^^ -^ 

'<ind tbe old man, after ^^ancii^ bis eye 

on tbe jdry^ bovped with an«iir ol tP>ei^ 

*nati^> Med an BfipeaMinoe 4£iMSkQfa\ty^ 

^whUkk exdted tb^r -col^pai^lfm* 

^^Weflmylet hfimgo tfO«r, '<«y L^, 
may iuk W«?r 9a^ 1^ B!bbert PilNsfb 

i^ Wiifa <he p»#asskm ^of bis Vmii^, 
4 wiUa^^Dne^^tbbr q^i^^^^^^*^' — ^^ 

Now,' it b(Kmki:(be' ^bi^rti^^ ifiM 
ufter Ibe * tirsti^Mniinilddfi ''^: tbis ^xilbh 
ness^ Alfred bad beard faim say ^to Itft* 
Sbai^ 
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^ They £MgQt to briog «iit wbat I 

liad.tQ ^y dfamtt the «Qd/* 

: .To vfhii^h Shaipe hja4 iciJied— ^ 
" Epovgh without it.- — 

Ajifred .had :e|[aminci4 ^^ ^^y and 
liad;0|Nierv^:tib^t l^qrQ M^^is something 
iimiiroeatii it«^thfrpi|gh ft imall hole ia 
Jlh^ pOTchmOTt he -saiw. soptetbiog be^ 
tvi^m Urn parcsh^njt 9^ the s^aUog 
" M* a^* ,.,..".'' 

./MS^oH HTfije pnesent^ J thipk you $ay, 
-Ifr. CWke, . not ^vlf when thHi deed was 
signed, but when it was sealed ? ** — r 

. bring out i^ia.part qf 4he ^vi4QQce^ j^^^lt 

iijdibee^ p|ieyftwdjfe»tellurrt" Irsiqirely 

<wtt5 ; aud I r^m^tiHUT It pafit^qakujy, 

jbeoadse of a little r^m^lltjible ^iifeMi*' 

• 

iStaniKe ...,M Sir . Johuj iS^d W^a JWn^ f 
i 4w:« .:! .f^»k I. :sm\Mr(i i^PPir . ^ « ]yf| 
-Iiefd>::uQdjar':tbiirseaV**r-»r^^)oul9)w4 ithe 
old man, addiMlmg hlttl^f tQ th^ judgfo 
i«id -fyMting; hil* sllrif^iled, linger vpon 
itihti im|. /^Mii»dec^^ f^ ^^a|, -Sir 

a 2 
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John f)ut a sixpence • . • . Aiid* be called 
upon me to observe biih dovSg it • . . i 
For, my Lord, it i§ my opinion, he 
thongbt tben of wbat might come to 
pass, be had a sort of a foreboding of Ibis 

day. And'now,my Lorii, order them 

if you please, to break' the seal. — BreiJc 
it before them all.-— ^ And if there is not 
the sixpence tinder it, why thii deed is 
not Sir Jobn^s ... and this is none of my 
writing, and," cried he; liftttig up "his 
hands and eyes, ^^ I am a liar, and per- 
jured.** * 

There was a profound silence. ~ The 
fleal was broken. <^Tbe sixpence appeared. 
~-It was' handed^ in trinniph, by Si^ Ro- 
bert Percy's counsel, to tbi jiiry and'to 
tiie judge. There seemed t6 bfe no longer 
4 idoiibt fernaining in' the ' minds t)f Hie 
jiiry-^and a murinur of congratulations 
among the partisans of Sir Robert Wem- 
ed to anticipate the verdict. 

5* 'Tis all' over t fear 1 - whispered 
iViend to Alfi^d ^ ^' Alfrftd, y^ ha^e 
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done all thM coul4 be done, -r But tbey 
have sworn through ev^ytlijng. — Jt is 
over with us." 

" Not yet/' said Alfred, who. all this 
tin>e had kept silence with the utmost 
patience and calmness, Every eye turn- 
ed ujHJn him, spme from pity, some from 
curiosity, to see how he bore his defeat. 
;^t lepgthj when there was silence, he 
begged to be permitted to look at the 
sixpence. The judge ordered that it 
should be shown to him. He held it to 
tjba light to examine t^e ds^te of the coin ; 
be discovered a faint impression of the 
h^^ad .of Georffe the Third on the six- 
p^nce, and, upon, closer inspection, he 
Ipude out the date, and showed clearly, 
^at it was a coin of the reign of George 
Jhft Third.— Now tlie date of the forged 
iJeed ^was in the reign of George the Se- 
cond, in wh^ch reign Sir John Percy 
d^ed; MO that therf was an absolute im- 
^^sy)ility, that this sixpence could have 
been put under the seal of the deed by 
Sir John. 
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By wbat sligbt drcnmstances are the 
most deep-kud villanies sometimes dis- 
covered I — — ' 
. The iSioideBt Alfred stated this fact, 
fte counsel ofi the opposite side took 
the sixpence, examined it, threw do\iri 

his hrief, aiid left the court, People 

looked at each other in astonishment. 
The judge ordered, that William Gierke 
should be detained, that he might be 
prosecuted by the crown for perjury. 
' The old man fell back senseless. — Mr; 
Sharpe and *Sir Robert Pfetcy pushed 
tfleir ^ay together out of court, and all 
who had tiH now apjjeared as their friends 
disclaimed them. No further evidence 
was o^red^ so that h^re the trial closed^ 
The judge jgayfe S short, impressive charge 
to the jury, wto, without tdthdrawittgi 
instantly gave their verdict in fator of thb 
plaintiff, Lewis Pfercy, — a Verdict tSat 
was received wltb loud acdasnattoits, 
Which, not even respect to the court 
tould restrain. • 
Alfred hastily shook hapds ii^li hii 
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fti^^clsy and in t|i^ vfiH»t ^f nniv^i^al 
aj^lanse* and' c(}tigi^tn1ationd humeri 
aimy to carry the good* newd to his 
father ^-^Th^ plieawre of gaining a t^i^- 
sand estates^ a thonsand victories, couhi 
mot equal the deligl^t he felt at this mo*-^ 
ipmt ^ for how mncbare all the triami^a 
of intere^ or ambition inferior to th0 
warm ^Oy of aflfection ! 
. Erasmus and Mr^ Temple accompar. 
i^^ed Alfred to the King's Bench. The 
gaoler knew and liked Alfred Percys 
was incterested for the whole family, and 
at- he; saw the jayfni £YJentin his counter 
vance^ the doors of the^ prison flew open 
bisfare him»T-- He reached his fkther'^ 
toom. 

^^ Stop> my dear Sou! before yoo 
s|^eak^ let me assnre y^, that I am 
prepared: for, the worsts and that wfaat-^ 
evelr mliy be the events I am convinced 
tbat 3fOu have detne all which, ability, 
enei^gy^ and a&ction ccmld do^ to re^ 
store rae to liberty and fortnne.— -^-^Now 
Me9«u> " . ' - 
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^ Joy, dear mother I he is free. ^— Li- 
berty, fortdtie restored V*—- 

His motbet his sisters,' embraced Al- 
fred, ill qnick sncccssion, with tears 6F 
delight. '— For sohie momenta a spectator 
inlght have imagined that they'beheld a ' 
family' in* deep affliction/ Bot soOu^ 
tbrongli these t^irs appeared on the" 
countenance of each indiVldttal the fsidh- 
amJe of joy— ^smiles of aflfectlon— tender- 
ness— gmtitude, and every deligbtfnf, 
benignant feeling of the homan heart.' /^ 

" Has any bbdyj sent to Mrs. ffiitlger- 
ford, to Lady Jane Granville?* said Mn 
Percy. 

•* Yes, yes, messengers, were sent off 
the mop^ent the verdict was given,'* said 
Erasuins — ^ " I took care of that." 

*^ Thank yon, my dear Erasmas -^ al- 
ways kind — : — Rosamond, remember 
your promise to Mr. Temple. -^ He has 
U rigbt to ^his hand, and let me give it' 
to him — No, he shall receive it from his 

friend Alfred, Caroline, my love, yon 

and your husband will meet in perfect 
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happiness^ and the sacrifice yon hare 
made for your father will make yoo 
dearer to sach a husband. — I had hopes, 
my love," coptinned Mr. Percy, turning 
to Mrs. Percy, thal^^ Oodfrey would have 
been here by this time — bat it is best as iti 
is,; jjre^ hair?{ that pl^nr^ ^tiU in alpre. -r^^. 
4nd ^9W9 W b^lov^d chjildrcp^ aftcc. 
hm^S X«*o)Wf»ll thftidcp tfiPr9yidfm(Bif let. 
mp-hpr^ ip -the .iBj^idst o£ jd\ <^y(&, to, 
wfaopt;J(M^e myhappine^^^ sft^ dt^^jL 
quietly for %few mujptffe ;;^|4 elij^^^^ 
SQJber q^^ipty of yraking b^$s.* " . ' 
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CHAPTER XLiil- 


Mil. F^Bfiy, r6l($a^ea firom piri§iM, #al 

iA bappfb^sfiFj^ yi^tt ag:aftt sorfdaifd^ By 
dl t^eMefad^ tirfid had^. beed pntoent Ut 
Caroline's w6d6ittgy ktid agsdn dditgracto* 
lations were heard in all parts of the hos*^ 
'pitable mansion. In th^ midst of tiiis 
tumnlt of joy Mr. Percy wrote two kfe- 
fers. One was to his fiedtfaftil old steward, 
lohn Nelson, who deserved from his mas^ 
ter this mark of regard; 1$ie other was 
to Commissioner Falconer^ to make him 
some friendly ofiers of Asfthtance in his 
owti affairs, and to Beg that through him 
his daughter, the nnhappy and desert^ 
lady of Sir Robert Percy, might he as* 
sured, that neither Mn Bercy, mxt asiy 
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^f his famUy^ wished to put her to ran 
convenience^ akd that, fiir from being in 
haste to retntn to Peccy-Hidl; Uiey 
wished to wait in> town for the arrival 
of Godfrciy and of Coimt AlteBl)ei^5. 
I&erefore ibty requested that ^ would 
luA hastea her Removal fimtn^ any fid» 
Idea of diw impatilenc^ 

We said the demented kufy^ofSw Jl^ 
jNr^ Perfijfi for Sir KoWt bad fled ironic 
the country. On quitting ilie coni^ after 
the trials he tookali t$ke ready money be 
had previonsfy cdileated from^his tenanted 
ai2d 3tt ont for the Continent, leaving 
4ii^y ^ a note fo¥ his wife^ apprising her^ 
^b^ ^ sh^ shoaM nev^^ see him moife^ 
ajt^ ordering hwto pitnm to. her father 
und |]|oth«r> tiBh Ij^^adno teeai^ kftto^ 
a|i|^pQrt h^r ^^mi^i^anoe.?' 
,. Of itht^ words^ of thoa bjrtotal fimwelt 
fiidi of the oireumstonces* <^f Sir fti^xtV 
,|Bgbt^; hSfn Fi^Bcy wa& iofii>«m^ hy Lady 
f Jtan^ Gvaaville^ whe^ ^ ha4 htard th^qafe 
jftofii her Mad |l^pe^ tOi whi^i^^ £»ydiai 
,£|lias^ hid gB&i-^ mit^ on pi^l^oee^ tioi^ 


*.. 
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talk over "this total disniptifira of Ladf 
Percy's iafiairs, and thfe ruin m «?tte*way 
or other of all the FalconeFS, which, «»oif^ 
it had happenedy there' Tvasv she hoped^ 
no sm in saying she bad long^^foreseoi/' > 

Comioissioiier' Pakouer was *- at <}thi» 
time at Faloonefr-Gourt, wbere-heThaA 
been obliged to go td settle some^lHi^i*- 
ness with his tenantry^ pf^i4itt3: to ^^e 
sale' of hi^ knd fotL the ^^r^em^itif' 4>f 
CuQpingbam; ^The* Commis^nepV* aa- 
svf^er to Mr. Percy's^ letter wAs/as *fo^ 
OWS:: ■ • ■ i ' ■ i 'w.' - ' *■- ; • '•' 

5' I c^Qtiot tell yoB, my de^r Sir^^hlaw 
i^ucjh'I Was. touch^ bjf the kindness iof> 
ypur letter and condtict-^So difiero^ 
frofn what I have met with frcto^others* 
ri '> t will dot ckpa4 y6ur» hapf^ioe^sy ia 
which^ believe Itoe, I heartily rej0ice!^-^byi 
tlie meltofcboly' detail lof dil my oMm \ sor-- 
rows and disappointment*— Imt Odly tor 
sWerhrifefly to yi^ilr^friendly* iq^iries rch 
speicftingny's^Euts.' ^ -" .— . v -** 
.; ** AnA firety for my itti&frtimate' aiw^ 
Tied daa^tt«r/» whd Jta^ ki^mnbk 4^eU9^ 


patronage: 349 

'%iUe^2Mi)mr retarded iip6n.oiu' fiaadsl 
She tUanks yoa for yoor indulgence^ 'on 
wbich'sbe will notiencroacb. Before you 
ieeeive. this/ she ;will ' hajRe left • Percy* 
Hitt. ' ^e. n\ going;tp live with . a Mii^ 
Clapbiun, a groat beisress^ who wants: a 
fiisbmiaU^ cowpaiomi « and chaperon 1 
IMcSf: Kalconler btcaa^\acquiuiited\.with 
^r ilAt .Tonliridgie, and has deviaed . tl^s 
plnRv for ArabeUa. \ I: fedr B^'s diapo- 
aitioii ^1 B^t { au£t siicb a : sotmitKm^ but 
&b0 b^S(«o ofbfii ,i:e3oiu:ce. i ^ 

'^ Mrs. Falcouer and Georgiana v^ia^e 
^ot^^ilta9i<ige<i liftattet-s twitb. respect to 
Peloajfi that : i^. l^aa; endiid^ ^aa I lloog 
si^i^ feasted It w^ul^^ ;]ix JbisbreakipgldflL 
lf:Mxsi. FaJiDotier, badi t&k^n iny juivuTe^ 
Gefoijgi^a. nitigbt jf^ortr be compk^ly^, seth 
tied. ; lQ$teii4 pt whicj^.^ ; i^iitting: otMi 
fori Jjidia. ,Sbe ^s going Jo i>be sm^t^ita 
good cimnjiaoi:;, biiit.jQ.my^ c^aiuon.tha 
egp^OMs^ (lyljkb. H^fVQU JiRasFa!^ .ca^vilt 
afford)^ \^ill.^lltlK)wn^AWiy[llil^a^ 


hMf I fctr^ lost ba bbott, and lodE» 
ntker rid £ar IndKa*^ 

. '^ I am tfidy otdi^ed* t^i^yoa^ iiy disar 
SiiV for yoM fiimdljf oiw yri»k inspect 
t» VakotMrwGonct^ and have id ooMa^ 
ffoelioa^topped tbeiala of tbe ftmikiue*. 
laball ityMcato hafnrsoeh agaed tpnaot 
ak Mr. TMifi|e« . It ia iodeacl mnjcb^ mdM 
agt^eabfe to ma to K^ liaa^ ft#0al^ llMr 
M119 dawn lla rtoty as^ yon jyMpdto^ 
#91 f«t ft lia niy powei vtD ndaasa Caa^ 
auigfaam^ whkb i^ m*f HMSt (ycttaiag 
dMMultj>; '' ' 

.^ Aa yao^aj^ «hc^ aaif |WrMl^iia• tfia 
wocld 10099^ arW talcat * ad ioteteai iUkmf 
aftdip^ av Id ii4KMtt I c&a oa&Iy nnbw^ 
4ra aqr^ bbiii^ i mnst^ thatigft i II6o# 
aanph^ia lia andasfty v«)iaM «; fiaaM 
Iky it for a maaiiiNit. I iMt saMy 4Bf^ 
Ibat fin* thoflask telt yeara of aiy Ufe I 
krre< aewp^ spaat* a ^j^fi/i^ xm^^i \ 
%Km bt#B aaatiMallyfkaa^ aad ttrift^ 
iig to aikan^ myfiRdilyy aal iaappor^ 
tnmtyiliat <)aaa«iiig|leM^^ aaii yat fr^A 


tfl»^. Br^Mirsv^ falftoMr blft»«§ me m 
the cause of tb&t $ai hmbiu^^ WMcdt hw 
ik§]^<k^ ltd l6t eirtHTj littd^fHinMl lis of 
dl dtfrfHeacfe'-'-^ftfKi Im Hi^iidmb €lt^ 
atse-for bi-eefeiA^: atl prwdfisesv Tk^f« 
«f« ttrimy, Wfi^m I Miilt ttet' liMiei bat 

Itted tto slfiitteiU^ : . : 

>^'Mtoy aft hoM$t tra^den^M aiidl 
iBaniifaclivrer, to say notbing^ttf tten 4f 
t^nts in tbe libend pt'«4tesiiiM>8^ I ii&ve 
seen in th^ timrse of tbie list ibi4ty yemr» 
Biak«t IbHi^ '6#il f«nmnie6» and large for- 
taneii fAtii&b I hkve ended wovse than I 
fe«^ti^^ iM^ Ktc^aHy hmn mtwkin^ all 

#anf, bMtHihddt ^karileli If'i wihr 

felWyoDJ^'prin^ple^ tiij»>4iMI^Sifv anif 
depend moi^tlptM toyMtf, 8iM|i|M» ttpm 
4Mhksy Kfaim I* lwv(i d^Kia^-^^tfl -aad tfH- it 
«V(<ir..u.auLtft'iiiltasMb*<yM^tlMil'ki ||iii 
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: ^ ^^ Pl^j^t j^y SiffectifiMopQ regards s^d 
c«9gmtftl<^ons to Mr«. Pfircy, and to ^1 
yQOi; ;iuniay4 arid b^ppy circle. :P;ro-^ 
pii^ty «^p4i hewing (qt tny.jpopr da^gliter^ 
t«dy ?ercy, . ffiust pwj yent fliy jJiapng .^t: 
]W^^^t .toy peprsopal qongfatfilationsl,^. 
you at Percy-Hall— Pm t jiqs.^, yc^ >^^ 
4iai(; ,the 4^^. JMjeve. ia ,tfte sincc^r^j of my 
attowjlwent. 

' ' * • ^ * 

,!f,I iui?, njy dear Sir/ ; „ . ,.- 

J '•' "■ - ■ .... ,X--FAw;<>WEih'* J,.- 

• " P^ S. . I,h«Fe ju^t J^ai^t, that th^f^fe . 
pkce..I/i9cn(io«e(}.t9 ^r, 4^ed Pfa-cy„ ' 
wtwB ve,)a8t ptet, is not di«po6/$(il 0^7^ .. 

Teni^ wfiHiJc^pw^, .is f^i^. alj, .pQwer^ , 
W»4.yQ»K.iattj.rest witU't^js j^Vdsti'ip^ yqj^ 
Wtmi. beseB«tt>le^.kigi;satfni«fff^J^!0J5 
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I sboald once bave been ashamed to ask: 
but it is now a matter of necessity.** 
- The c^venf of the Irial, and the rertbra* 
tion of the Percy family to their pro- 
perty, were heard with transports of joy 
by the old tenantry. They had not 
needed the effect of contrast, to inkke 
them love and feel the vala6 of their good 
landlord ; but certainly Sii* Robert Percy*a 
tyranny, and all that he bad made them 
8O0er for their obstinate fidelity to the 
oU brctnchj had heightened aiid fortified 
their attachment. It Was iiow'their turn 
to glpfy to that hiJnest obstinacy, and with 
the strong English sense of justice they 
tritili^phed tn havirfg th^ rightfal owners 
restored to thdr estate; and to the seat of 
their ancestors. ' ' . 

As the Percy family crossed the well- 
knbvvn bridge at the end of the village, 
thbse bells, which had sounded so mourn- 
fully,' which had been. muffled when they' 
quitted their home, how i*ang out a 
merry triumphant peal — And it w^s rung 
by the handa pf tJie very same persons 
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t^ho bad formerly givea tbat proof of at^ 
tachment to him in bis^ adTerstty,^ iIih^ 
which had so tocrclied MK Percy* — 
Emotion as strong uow seized bis hearts 
-'r-At the same spot he jumped oof eC the 
carriage, aird by the same path atoBg^ 
which he had hastened to stop the btll^ 
dingers, lest they should ruin themselvie^ 
with Sir Robert^ be now hastened t^ sM 
sjiid thank these honesty C€)%irageotis pea* 
ple.-«4 — - In p&ssflng through th^ vHIagejL 
irfaich had been freshly swept atid gar-* 
ntsbed^ tb« people whom be rem«B»^ 
bered to have a%tn in tears folio whig ih^ 
eartiage at their dcpartute were ^it^tfit 
crowding to their doot*$ with feces l^rigbtt 
^ith smilen -*^ Kate^ that had never etirvvdy 
^nd backs that bad never benis ibr the 
Msurfer^ were- now eager with low bows 
to niapk their proud respect totbet^ft 
man. There was^ no noisy acclamations^ 
for aU were touched. The voices of the 
yoong cfaitdren> however^ were heard>, 
who> as tfaeiir mothers held them np ia 
^eir arms^ to i^e the landlord, ^ y^QH^ 
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they had heard 96 ntireh^ offered their 
little "Rdsegays l» the • open carriage 
passed; atid repeated hlessiugd bn those 
dtt whom Ifom their cradles they had 
hteard blessitlgs best6iwed by their pa- 
ttttts. 

' ^Tha old frtev^aM stood r^ady at the 
j^vk-gate to open it f<ir* his master* 
His tosu^tM* and- the ladie^ put theit* harid^ 
mt bf the eafriHge> to Aake ha^ vHith 
Ifior, bat he eotild not stand itr-^He jnst 
tdtiehed his master's hand. Tfear« 
streanied dowii his face, and tnrnirig 
awkf, WHhdtit ' being -able to say one 
#ord, *ttfe hid ' hiih^lf In the pottei^ii 
lodge. ' ' ^ ' * '"• ' ' 

As they drove ttp td thd koiise thejf 
law standing cm the^^s^ Wliittog— -and 
long had he been iraiting thei^, fctt* the 
fifst sound of the cai'riagcj, Ji>hns^n^ thd 
btttl^, ' who had foHowod' the family M 
Ave Hflls, and bad served them in their 
falten fortttnes-^ John&bn was now him-^ 
self. Before the hall-door, wide open td 
1»etiy^ lhem> he stood, wkh the livery 
servants in dwe order. . . 
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ia perfect ha{^me»s.r-r-^piroUoe, bje 
bride, his wife^ radiant; wH|) joy a^ lo?^ 
be> at last, pressed to Ips faear^ aow, a^ 
for ever, bis own Can^ine. 

Mra. Hnogerford }iad tbe delig^^t pf 
teeifig^and syppattl^siag in thfir tfeVfitjt 
Wijtb all tbe (^ntliusiasl^ vanatj^ f f afr 
feQti<^, snppo^f 4 !tl>.b9 pWJn^iar tp ;o;i^ 
tbis eJQceUf pt Wy eiy^]i^/ ift; t^ d^ 
£line of life, ^ bapJ^qes8 of ber ftffiad/^. 
On purpose to be with ti^e Percys <Np 
i^^ir return howe* wd tpbiopor, hj her 
presepce* the .nK^i4w^ 9if Bostgnoad^ 
.^p bad'in«dc!» witl^ fP^!^ expi^ftition, ^ 
los^ joq^ipy .fi)Mtt Pembroke to Pett^ 
{f^L^-T^bi: wfis- W!oi9j«Bn«ed, as a^p 
•»Wr WwJ^ har.utBiost hppwf, |>ir .,^ 
.nn9g jfl«t iP^wa t^ fe? $b((? jwwiqflL lif 

<;:iHP}M «^ ^r M»9!t^- . . .i .; 
: f^fifiw^] «^ B«8fi«ftp4 FM, ,bj rflh 

«n4,^r in itbui: m^hliofbmd. ^i^ 

Ce94nMim>B)t9/ of. ,]i|^ ^umly, >kpr^ffff 

ttmfxbi98 Pivmp^ :spinad ]9ffc.pi^ «ni- 

jn«l.4<ka9f 4l)« oq«iMNitkwawa^tif 
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;iibe ImntU of the TttiicMia preparations^ 
wbidi were gotsg cm at tbifl time at 
•f ^r^y-JIall, especiaU]^ in the lower m- 
;gions. Even Mrs. Harte's all r^idaiin^ 
Igetitns. ma$ ia^iiffici^nt for tl|e exigencies 
i^f the timtis. Iq^eed, tier head aad fatt: 
^^ i^ere itoiir at pei^tnal variance^ 
^eonVmvially conqteraetit^ and qoAtira*- 
j^ieting ^aeh olbef . -r-One nrament de- 
light(^(i .with th# jojr and aiwticm of the 
wovld below^ l^^ would come np to 
^a$t ^ it tp her mistfess and her youi^ 
l^i^ ; ' tim nei^t itomtaft she would sodd 
^.the people for h^iog «at itf their wte, 
ttibd fo€ not; miadtng^or kfaovlig n migfe 
:lhing ttoy lyene ^liig^ or ordered to do, 
^ nor fcntev 4haa the habes m tibeirood ;/* 
Aea }mHP^ the iiesst islnote/ ^fid>ae- 
haowtedgingi tlMtahe was ^' tviK% ^mfe 
.^ jfrinl-o^i iheifmAm.r-ulml nbiwondto, 
>ii^.4h6 tboti^bto-'ofi^Mias Roaf^ptlowUs 
^m^tniiee. had 'titfiidi h^ ' heaUrmAiQely 
Ii4(ttd#^<biim->^j^ ;9be?|^rhem at^Miss 
fRiiaai»te)d*i ehHttmiiigf hield her: i^ 
jnMiy^ and considered haralwa|is!m ifer 
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particular own diild^ and well she Inigbt, 
ibr a better,^ except, perhaps. Miss Caro- 
line—I shonld say the Conntess— nev* 
breathed/' 

The making a desert island for Miss 
Rosamond's wedding dinner was the ol>- 
ject, which had titken Such foreM>Iepoik 
session ofMrs.Harte's imagination, ^rfv 
^U it was accomplished, it was in vaki 
to hope, that any other contd, in hgk 
c^esj appear in any kind of propor^n. 
In the midst of all the seotimMtal joy 
^dlote stairs, and in the midst of sdl the 
importuit .hu^iiiess of t^ttloments and 
lafiryers, Mrs* Hwte was pnrsnitig ^ the 
settled pQf|)08e of her soul, oonstmetii^ 
with infinite care, as directed by her 
^Qmpletie English Hfmse1meperj\ a de- 
aert^ vXwstA for « ^^ wedding, in a deep 
xkiiia dish, with a momit in die midcHe> 
two %nre&^pon the moimt, wkb crowns 
p& Ibmr ii^uls, a knot^of ro<J£^aiidy^ 
their feet, and gravel walks oiskai €om/Sts 
ftidicicnisly intersecting in erery direction, 
tlk^irdomiiuons. 
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CHAPTER XLtV. 

t ' ■ . . . . . 

• ■ > . • 

^ soon fti h' Kva9 ]>os^ble, a^tw biflr 
r^rp $P Pfti^ytHall, ftfe-- Bercy. inent 
tp piiy hi^j^pects |9 l^^urd 01dboroogb« 
He fai}i]4 tbid gr^Rt statesm^ bappj^ ia 
ratif eioeijM:^ . without any a&ctation of 
})Appi«e«9«- Then? were proofs ;u]l every 
tiling about \nm^ that his luiid ^ hsA 
uabent i\mM ogr^ably ; liis ppnv^ h^ 
expanded upi^i diierentobject^^ baildidg, 
ptanting, improving the soil aaid the 
pe^^de; - - 

Ha had niany tastes^ which had long 
lain donn^nt^ pr rather which bad heii^ 
hMd *in s«d>jngation by one tymi^t fHus*** 
sillily That {nesion vanqnisbed^, tl|t 
fonner tiistes resumed' their aoti^ilf . «««^ 
The Bciperior '$t)r4agth x>f his chAra^ter 
w«i6 sh<»¥ni» bi^ pewir jremiTing to 13m^ 
bttioa, lt'$ vigpur w^ diespMyed irt ^r 
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means by which he supplied hifnself Bot 
only with variety of occupation, but 
with variety of motive, — Those who best 
know the ^uinan miu4 must be aware of 
the difficulty of supplying motive for 
one accustomed to stimuhis of so high a 
kind as that^ to which Lord Oldborough 
had been habituated. For one who had 
been at the head of the government of a 
great nation, to make for himself objects 
in the stillness and privacy of a country 
Hfeyrequired no common talent and ener- 
gy of soul.— The difficulty was increased 
to Lord Oldborough, for to him the vast 
resource of a taste for literature was 
wanting.— 

The biographer of Sir Robert Walpole 
tells us, that, " though he had not for- 
gotten his classical attainments, he had 
little taste for literary occupations.^ Sir 
Robert once expressed his regret on this 
subject to Mr, Fox, in the library at 

Houghton. " I wish," he said, " I 

took as much delight in reading as yoo 
do, it would be the means of alleviating 
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iftany tedioas honrs in my present retire^ 
iHeiit. But, to my misfortune, 1 derive 
no pleasure from such pursuits." 

Lord Oldborough felt, but never con- 
descended to complain of that de- 
fidency of general literature, whith was 
caiisied in him partly by his not having 
bad time for the attainment, and partly 
by his having formed too loir an esti- 
mate of the influence atld power of lite- 
rature in the political world— ^ But he 
BOW took peculiar delight in recalling 
classical literature, in which he had in 
his youth' excelled ; as Mr. Percy sym- 
pathised with him in this taste, there 
was another point in which they co- 
alesced — Mr. Percy staid with bis old 
friend some days, for he was anxious to 
give him this proof of attachment, and 
fek interested in seeing his character de- 
velope itself ift a new direction, display- 
ing fresh life and strength, and unex- 
pected resource in circumstances, in 
which statesmen of the most vigorous 
minds, and of the highest spirit, have 
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been seen ^' to droop and drowse," to 
sink into indolence, sensuality, or the 
horrors of hypochondriacism and. super- 
stition,-^ 

. Lord Oldborough, on his first retiring 
tp Clermont-Park, had informed Mr« 
Percy, that he should wish to see him, 
-as soon as he had arranged certail) pa- 
pers« The arrival of Count Altcnberg, 
the marriage of Caroline, and Mr^ 
Percy's long imprisonment, which fol- 
lowed, had prevented his recollecting 
this message till his present visit. He. 
now reminded his Lordship of it, and 
Lord Oldborottgh put into his hands a 
sketch, which he had been drawing out^ 
qf the principal transactions in wliich be^ 
had been engaged during his political 
career, with copies of bis letters to the 
first public characters of the day, in mr 
own and in foreign countries — r- Even by 
those who had felt no r€^rd for tb^ 
man, the letters of such a minister would 
have been read ^ith avidity; bi^t Mt,. 
Percy perused them with a stronger iut 
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terest than any which could be created 
by mete political or philosophical cu- 
riosity — He read them with the pleasure 
which -a generous mind takes ih ad- 
miring that which is good and great, 
with the delight which a true friend feels 
in seeing proofs, that justify all the 
esteem he had previously felt. — He «aw 
in these original documents, in this his- 
tory of Lord Oldborongh's political life, 
the most perfect c^onsistendy land in- 
tegrity, the most disinterested and en- 
lightened patriotism. When WEr*. Percy 
returned the manuscript to his Lordship, 
he spc^e of the datisfacttoli he rani^t ey-^ 
perience> in locking bac^ upon this re 
cord of a life spent in the service of bts 
country, and observed, that he was not 
surpiised that, with such a feolid sour(fe 
of self-approbation, such indefeasible 
claims to the gratitude of his country- 
men, and such well-earned fame, be 
should be, as he appeared^' so happy in 
retirement. 
^^ I am happy, and, I believe, princi- 
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pally from the cause yon hare menlioo- 
ed" — said Lord Oldboroogb^ who had a 
mind too great for the affectation of humi- 
lity — " So far I am happy ** 

*^ Yet'* — added he, after a considef- 
able pause, " I have, I feel, a greater 
capability of happiness, for which Ihaife 
been prevented from making any pnv 
-vision, partly by the course of life/ of 
whicjblmade choice, and partly by dif- 
conf^tapces, over whijch I had no con- 
trol;*— 

He paused agftin-^And turning the 
conversation, spoke of his sister, an el- 
. derly lady? who bad come to pass^sbmie 
time with him — They had lived s^arate 
almost all their lives ; she iti Scotland 
with her husband, a Scottish nobieman, 
who having died about the time when 
Lord Oldborough had resigned his mi- 
nisterial situation, she had accepted his 
Lordship's invitation to visit him in his 
retirement. The early attach raent he had 
had for tbis sister seemed to revive in his 
mind when they met, and, as if glad to 
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Iiave SQXDJd object for his afiectiopsy tl)ey 
were poured oat upon her— , Mr. Percy 
observed a tenderness in his tnaaper and 
voice when he spoke to her, a thousand 
little attentions, which np one ^rould 
have expected from the apparently steija 
Lord Oldborough, a man whohadbeeii 
engrossed all his life by politics. 

On the morning of the last day which 
Mr* Percy meant to spend Sit Clermont- 
Park,, his Lordship, as they were sitting 
together in his study, expressed more 
thaa common regret at the necessity for 
his friend's departure, but said, 

** I have no right to detain you firoia. 
fOfQt ftwuily" — 

Then, after a pause, he added — 

^VMr* Percy, you first gave nie the 
idea, that a private life is the happiest/*. ^ 

.^^ My Lord, ia most. cases I believe j^ 
is; but I never meant to assert, that a 
public life spent ia noble exertion, and 
with the consciousness of superior talent 
and utility, is not more desirable^ than 
the life of any obscure individual can 
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possibly be^ even though he pos^s^ the 
pleasures of domestic ease and tranquil- 
lity. -^ There are men of eminent abili- 
ties, capable of extraordinary exer- 
tions, inspired by exalted patriotism . ; . 
1 believe *— notwithstanding the cor- 
Caption of so Uiany has weakened all 

faith in pnblic tirtoe I believe in 

tie -existence of such men — men^ who 
devote themsdives. to the setviceof ttieir 
<otintry,-^^whett the time for their reKn- 
^tushitig the tbils of public life arrives, 
honor and self-tipprobati6n follow them 
in retirement. 

^'^ It is. trae, I am happy/' -*-*^ repeated 
Lord Oldborough ; " but to go on with 
what i began to say to you yesterday. — 
I feel th^t some addition might be made 
to my hs^pinessi *-— — The sense of 1MI1^- 
%g, toth^ best of my ability, done my 
duty, is satisfactory. - — I do not reqaire 
aiyplanse-*-^! disdain adulation -->- 1 have 
^sUMaiiied tny public life without sym- 
pathy •*— I could seldom meet with it — 
Where t could, I h»ve enjoyed it— -and 
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i^dnld now enjoy it — exquisitely — as yoa 
do, Mr. Percy — surrounded by a happy 
family. — -■ Domestic life requires domestic 
pleasures — objects for th6 affections.** 

Mr. Percy felt the truth of this, and 
could answer only by suggesting the 
idea of Mr. Temple, who was firmly 
and warmly attached, to Lord Oldbo^ 
trough, and for whom his Lordship had 
a ^ttQtig regard. 

"Mr. Temple, and my daughter Ro- 
samond, whom your Lordship honored 
with so kind an invitation, propose, I 
know, paying their respects to you next 
week. — Though I am her father, I may 
venture to say, that Rosamond's spright* 
liness is so mixed with solid informatioii 
and good sense, that her society will b^ 
come agreeable to your Lordship.** 

" I shall rejoice to see Mrs. Temple 
here. —^ As the daughter of one friend, 
and the wife of another^ she has a double 
claim to my regard. And, (to say no* 
thing of hereditary genius or disposi* 
.tions-^in which you do not beliete, atfi 
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I do), there can be no doubt^ that the 
.society of a lady, educated as Mrs. 
.Temple has been, must suit my taste. 
The danger is, that her society should 
^ become necessary to me. For Mr. 
Temple I already feel a degree of affec- 
tion, which I must repress, rather than 
indulge.'* 

*^ Repress! — 'Why so, my Lord. — You 
esteem him ? you believe in the sincerity 
of his attachment ?'* 

"I do," 

"Then why with stoicism — ^pardon rae, 
my dear Lord — why repress afection?" . 

" Lest I should become dependent for 
my daily happiness on one, whose hap^ 
piness is independent of mine — in some 
degree incompatible with mine. — Kvexx 
if his society were given to roe, his heart 
must he at his, home, and with his^fa-' 
. tj[)ily. — You see I am no proud stoic. — ^ 
But a man who dares to look at life . . .. 
the decline of life, such as it is — as it 

■ * * 

luu^t be. — Different, Mr, Percy, in your 
situation ^ — and in mine." 


».-? 
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The conversation was here interrupted 
by the arrival of a carriage — 

Lord Oldborongh looked out of the 
window as it passed— ^ then smiled, and 
observed how altered the times were, 
since Clermont-Park used to be crowded 
with visitors and carriages — now the ar- 
rival of one is an event. 

The servant announced a foreign 
name — A Neapolitan Abb^, who had 
come over in the train of a new ambas- 
sador, he had just arrived in England, 
and had letters from the Cardinal * * * *, 
his uncle, which he was^ desired to deliveif 
into Lord Oldborough's own band. Hie 
Abb^ was, it appeared, personally ^ 
stranger to him, but there had been 
same ministerial intercourse between his 
Lordship and the Cardinal. Lord Oldr 
bbrouglt iieceived. these political letters 
with an. air of composure and indiQer^ 
ence, which proved^ that he ceased to 
have an interest in the game. 

**He supposed," he said, *^thaUhe Abb4 
had been apprised, that he was;no. longer 
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tpne of his Majesty's ihinisteri — thafhe 
had resigned his official situation^ h^d 
i^tired^ and that he took no part what- 
ever itt pttbKc affairs." 

The Abbig i^eplied, that ho had he&n 
itppdsed, that Lord Oldborotigh had re- 
tired from his puUic office ; but hfe tiacle, 
he added^ with a signiftcant smile^ was 
*ware that Lord OldborotigVs infioeiice 
Was as great still a^ it had ever been, and 
greater than that of any ostensible mi- 
iUSter» 

Ttis, Lord Oldborongh disclaimed-^ 
cdcdly obsemng, that his influence, whkt- 
lever it might be, could not be known 
even t<U»mself^ aaf it Wi» never ejcerted,^-^ 
and that as he had determinedneVer more 
|o interfere in pahlit buiiness, hk cotdd 
not be of the least political service to th6 
Ckrdina). The Duke of Greinwidh was 
BOW the person, to whom on sueh jsub- 
jects idl ^f lications should be addressed. 

TheA^b^, howe^r, repeated, that his 
instmi^tions from the Cardinal were. po» 
titiv^ ^d pexemptory, to dtliver then 
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letters into no hands but those of Lord 
Oldborottgh -^ That in consequence of 
this strictinjunction^he had t^ome purpose- 
ly to present them. He was instmcted 
to reqtlest his Lordship would Hot put the 
letters into the hands of any secretary, but 
Would bare the goodness to examine them 
himself, and give his cotmsel how to pro- 
ceed, and to whom they should^ in base 
of his Lcrrdfebip's declining to interfere, 
be addressed. 

** Mr. Percy ! " — said Lord Oldborough, 
recalling Mr. Perdy, who had ristjn to quit 
the room^^-^-^ — *^ You Will n6t leave me 
Whatever you may wish to say, !^,. 


-m-mi. 


1 1 


TAbb^, may be said before tWs^geiitlemafa 
^<— my friend/* 

His Lordship then opened the pacltet, 
examined thekttefs — r ead ind tedirect^ 
ed some to the Dtike of GreenWidh — 
others to the King. 

Hbe Abb^, all the time, descanting 
vA^itaently on Neapolitan politics— re- 
gretting Lord Oldborotigh's resignatioti — 
adverting still to \m Lordship*s powerful 
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influence — and pressing • some point in 
negotiation^ for which his uncle the Car- 
dinal^ was most anxious; 

Among the letters, there was one which 
Lord Oldborough did not open;^ he laid 
it on the table with the direction down- 
wards^ leaned his elbow upon it, and sat 
as if calmly listening to the Abb6 ; but 
Mr. Percys knowing his countenance,, saw 
signs of lextraordinaiy emotion, with dif- 
ficulty repressed. 

At length the gesticulating Abb6 finish- 
ed, and waited his Lordship's instructions. 

They were gi v^i. in few words — The 
letters redirected to the King and the 
Duke of Greenwich' were returned to 
him. He thanked his Lordship with 
many Italian superlatives — declined his 
Lordship's invitation to stay till the nexjL 
day at Clermont-Park — said he was 
pressed in point of time, 4hat it was in- 
dispensably necessary for him^^ to be in 
London, to deliver these papers as soon 
as possible,-*— His eye^glanced on the* 
unopened letter — * . 
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^^ Private, Sir, — said Lord Oldbo^ 
rough, in a stern voice— without moving 
his elbow from the paper — " Whatever 
answer it may require, I shall have the 
honor to transmit to you — for the Car- 
ilinaP — 

The Abb4 bowed low — 'left his address 
— and took leave — Lord Oldborough, 
after attending him to the door, and 
seeing him depart, returned^ took out his 
watch, and said to Mr. Percy*— 

" Come to me, in my cabinet, in five 
minutes/' 

' Seeing his sister on the walk approach- 
ing his house, he added, ^ 

^^ Let none follow me.'' 

When the five minutej» w^e over, M^. 
Percy went to Lord Oldborough's 

cabinet knocked —no answer ■ 

knocked again louder >^all was si- 
lent— r-— he enteredr-^and saw Lord Oldr 
borough seated, but in the attitude of 

one just going to rise, he looked ntore 

• 

like a statue than a living person, there 
was a stifiness in his* muscles, and over 
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his tade knd hands a death-l&e ciolt)ur — 
His eyes were fixed^ atrd directed towardll 
the Aoot — but they never moted wheli 
Mr. Percy ettt^red, nor did Lord Old- 
bwotigti sttr at his approach- — ;-From 
one hand^ which hung over the arm 
bf his chatr^ his spedtaclies had dropped ; 
his other hand grasped an open let* 

' ^^ My dfcar Lord ! '* cried Mr. Pfercy. 
He neither heard nor ansWeted -^ — ^ 


Mr. Percy opened the window and let 
down the blind. Then attempting to 
tai!^ the hand which hnng down, he 
perceived it was fixed itt ail the rigidity 
of catalepsy. In hopes t>f Recalling his 
semes 4dt hi^ Jfower of motion, Mr. 
Percy determined to trjr to draw the let- 
ter fW)tn his grasp ; the moment the 
letter waft tonched^ Lord Oldborongh 
Started -^his eyts darting fiercely upon 
him. 

' " Who dares ? -— ^ Who are yon, Sir ?** 
tri^d h6. 
•* Your friend, Ptercy — my Lord.'* 
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Lo]rt Oldborough pointed to a chair— 
Mh Petcy sat down ■ His Lot^ship 
recovered gradofally from the species of 
trance into which he had fallen. The 
cataleptic rigidity o( his figure relaxed *-** 
the colonr of life retnmed* — the body rie- 
f^atnetl her fonctions — the sool resumed 

lit once her powers-*— Wfthont seem^ 

ing sensible of any interraption or inter-^ 
mission of fedling or thon^t^ Lord 
Oldborough went ^n speaking to Mr. 
Pei'Cy. 

•* Upon you, Mr P«rcy, I cun ^le-- 
pend as upon myself. Injunctions of 
^ecresy" are umiecessdry to a -vMm of 
iionor •**- — ^The letter^ which I now hold 
in my hand, is fVom that Italian lady pf 
transcendent beauty^ in whose cmtipauy 
you once saw me when we first met ait 
Naples*-^She was of high rank — -bigii 
i^ndoWnients. — I lotedher~how well— r- 
I need not— cannot say— **She gave m^ 
reason to believe she was attached to me. 
^*-I was induced-*- no matter bow— tfi 
suspect her fidelity— pass oyer these cir- 
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cumstances — I cannot speak, or think 
of them. — We parted, I never saw bet 
more. — She .retired to a convent. — Nor 
did I, till I rei:eived this letter, written 
GO her death-bed^ know that she' had 
given me a son. —^ The proofs that I 
wronged her are irresistible — Would that 
they had been given to me when I 
coold have repaired my injustice 1 — But 
b^r pride prevented their bdng aent till 
the hoar of her deatV^ 

On the first reading of her letter,. Lord 
Oldborough had been so struck by the 
idea of the injustice he had done the 
mother^ that be seemed sci^cely to^ advert 
to the idea of his^ having a son— ^Ab- 
sorbed in the past> be was at fii*sl insen- 
sible both to tbe present and the future. 
jBarly a$$ociationd> long dormant^ were 
suddenly wakened ; lie was carried back 
with irresistible force to tbe days of his 
ycmtb, und something of likeness in air 
and voice to tbe Lord Oldborough he 
bad formerly known appeared to Mr. 
Percy — As the tumult of passionate re- 
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coliections subsided^ as this enthusiastic 
reminisceDce faded ; and the memory of 
the past gave way tathe sense of the 
present, Lord Oldborongb resumed his 
habitual look and manner — His thoughts 
turned upon bis son, that unknown being 
who belonged to him, who bad claims 
«pon him, who might form a great addi- 
tion to the happiness or misery of his 
Jifo. -— He took up the letter again^ 
looked for the passage that related to his 
son, and read it anxiously to himself^ 
then to Mr. Percy — ^ observing, ' " that 
the directions were so vague, tb^ it would 
be difficult to act upon them." 

" The boy was sent when three years 
old to Engl tod or Ireland, under the care 
of an Irish Priest, who delivered him to 
a merchant, recommended by the Ham- 
burgii banker, &c.'* 

^^ I shall have difficulty in tracing 
this, — Great danger of being mistaken 
or deceived,'* said Lord Oldborough, 
— pausing — with a look of anxiety,— r 
*^ Would to God ! that I had means of 
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knowing with certainty, where and alK)Ve 
all, wh^ he is, — or — that I had never 
heard of his existence ! " ^ 

^^ My Lord, are there any more par- 
ticulars ? " inqviired Mr, Percy, eagerly. 

Lord Oldborough continued to read, 
^* Fonr hundred Pounds of your English 
money have been remitted to him annn- 
^ally, by means of these Hamburgh 
^bankers. — — To them we must apply in 
the first instance,** said Lord Oldbo^ 
rough, ♦^ and 1 will write this tori- 
inebt." 

^' i think tbj Lord, I can save^ you 
the trouble,** said Mr. Percy,——" I 
kxiow the man.*' ... 

Lord Oldborough put down his pen,, 
and looked at Mr. Percy with astonish- 
metit. 

" Ye&niy Lord, however extraordinary 
it may appear, I repeat it — I believe I 
ktmw your son, and if be be the man I 
i^agitie him to be, I congratulate yoti, 
— you have reason to rejoice.** 

** The facts my dear Sir,** cried Lord 
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Oldborongh, " Do not raise mf 

hopes.** .... 

Mr. Percy repeated all that he had 
heai*d from Godfrey of Mr. Henry, re- 
lated every circumstance from the fir^t 
commencement of them — The imperti- 
nence and insult to which the myster^ 
that hung over his birth had snl^ected 
him in the regiment — the quarrek in the 
regiment — the goodness of Major Gas- 
coigne — the gratitude of Mr. Henry -w 
the attachment between him and Crodfrey, 
his selling out of the regiment after 
Godfrey's ineffectual jqnmey to London, 
his wishing to go into a mercantile house 
— the letter which Godfrey then wrote^ 
begging his father to recommend Mr* 
Henry to Mr. Gresham, disclosing to Mr. 
Percy, with Henry's permission, all ^hat 
he knew of his birth. ' — 

*^ I have that letter at home," — said 
Mr. Percy'—" your Lordship shall see 
it — I perfectly recollect the circumstan- 
ces of Mr. Henry*s having been brought 
^np in Ireland by a Dublin merchant. 
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aiwi having received constantly a remit- 
tance in quarterly payments of four 
hundred pounds a year, from a banker in 
Cork," 

*^X)id he inquire why, or from whotn," 
said Lord Old borough — " and does h« 
know his mother r" 

" Certainly not, the answer to his first 
inquiries prevented all farther questions — 
He was told by the bankers, that they 
had directions to stop payment of 
the remittance, if any questions were 
asked.*' 

Lord Oldborough listened with pro* 
found attention^ as Mr. Percy went • on 
with the history of Mr. Henry, relating 
all the circumstances of his honorable- 
conduct with respect to Miss Panton — 
his disinterestedness, decision, and energy 
of affection. 

Lord Oldborough's emotion increased, 
he seemed to recognise some traits of his 
own character. 

^^ I hope this youth is my son,*' — said 
his Lordship, in a low suppressed voice. 
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*^ He deserves to be youra my Lord," — 
said Mr. Percy. , 

" To have a son might be the greatest 
of evils — To have such a son, must be the 
greatest of blessings," said his Lordship, 
— he was lost in thought for a moment, 

then exclaimed, " I must see the 

letter — ■ — I must see the man."— 

** My Lord he is at my house." 

Lord Oldbbrough started from his seat, 
^^ Let me see him instantly." — ~- 

*^ To morrow my Lord," said Mr. 
Percy, in a calm tone, for it was neces- 
sary to calm his impetuosity. — " To 
morrow — Mr. Henry could not be brought 
here to night, without ahirming him, or 
without betraying to him the cause of 
our anxiety." 

^* To morrow let it be — you are right 

* 

my dear friend. Let me see him without 
his suspecting, that 1 am any thing to 
him, t>r he to me — you will let me have 
the letter to night ? " 

^^ Certainly my Lord."— 
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Mr. Percy sympathised with bis im- 
patience^ and gratified it with all the cele-* 
rity of a friend •*— The letter was sent 
tbi^ night to Lord Oldboroogh. hk 
qae3tioiiing his sons more particularly 
concerning Mr* Henry^ Mr. JPercy learnt 
fr0in Erasmus ft fresh j^nd $trong corw 
roborating circiimstancfi* Dr« Percy 
had been lately attendipg Mr. Greshmi's 
porter^ O'Brien, the Irishman ; who bad 
been so ill, that, imagining himself dyiogy 
h^ bad sent for a priest. -'' — Mr. Henry 
was standing by the poor fellow's bedsidei 
w^hen the priest arrivj^d, who was so much 
struck by the sight of bin^ that £m som^ 
time his att^iiicm Q&f^iA scarcely be fi^xA 
on the sick u^n. Tbe priest, after he 
had performed his official duties, retu^:ne4 
to Mr. Henry, b^g^d p^don for hav- 
ing locd^ed at him ^tl( so. nmch earnests 
ness^ hot said^ that Mi*. Henry strongly 
reminded him of the featiu^es i>f an 
Italian lady, who had Committed a child 
to his care manyyeara a^o. This led to 
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ftif1h<^ titplifaiaition^ and upim conipais 

ing dates and circumstances^ Henry Was 

coinfbKSed> itbat thie was* the trery priest 

wiioicbadr /carried; bi«k error 4d Ireland^ 

f'tftfelejptiest reseognitzed him fXo be the 

€faiId^>ofi .whom» he had t italDen charge-^ 

Bat fdriher att i/Tas dorkms^.-^l^he ptiest 

luDtivt AQlfaing: n»Ore-^ii0t ei^Anti the name 

of.Uie Jbdy^ ifi'omlwhom^lie had received 
the: ;ehil4.fr-^HteJk«i#«4r-ail^, ^ 

besl&i^haBdhoii^dy tewaectaldby'the Dublin 

merchant^ to \viiom>h^bvA 4elivwed the 

boy^-^nd he .had 4ieard^ that ith^ met* 

cJNaa^it httd . siiioe beieome bankrupt^ /and 

ha4 Aed to Anierica*^ — ^Tlus promise of a 

discovery, and sudden stop lO; bis hopes^ 

hpi4qnly mortified, poor Honny, and had 

irritati^tfaat ^nriosUy, ^hich h^ bad em 

deavared to lull ta jrepose^i 

Mf. Percy, was cai-eful, both for Mr. 
Henry's sake and for JUddd* pidborougfa's^ 
not to, excite hopes, which might not 
idtiiiiately be a?c6m|)lished« ; He took 
precautions to prevent him from suspect* 
ing any thing extraordinary in the in- 
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tended introduction to Lord Oldbo- 
rough. 

There had been some disjpute between 
the present minister, and som& London 
merchant^ about the terms of a loani 
ivhich had been made by Lord 01dbo« 
rough — Mr. .Gresham's house had sOme 
concern in this transaction ; and it was 
now settled between Mr. Percy and Lord 
Oidbfiruugn, .xp»i, hie Lordship should 
write to desire to see Henry>*wha^ as Mr. 
Gresham's partner, could give every ne- 
cessary information — —Henry accord- 
ingly was summoned to Clermont-Park, 
and accompanied Mr. Percy, with iiis 
mind intent upon this business. 

Mr. Henry, in common with all, who 
were capable of estimating a great pub- 
lic character, had conceived high admi- 
ration for Lord Oldborough i he had seen 
him only in public, and at a distance — 
and it was not without awe, that he 
now thought of being introduced to 
him, and of hearing and speaking to 
lijm in private. 
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i/>rd Oldboroughy meanwhile, who 
had been satiisfied by the perusal of 
the letter, and by Mr. Percy's infor- 
mation, waited for his arrival with ex- 
treme impatience— He was walking up 
and down his room, and looking fre- 
quently at his watch, which he believed 
more than once to have stopped. At 
length the door opened. 

** Mr. Pcrcjr^ _ajMh iSfr.'lHenry, my 
Lord." 

Lord Oldborough's eye darted upon 

Henry. Struck instantly with the 

resemblance to the mother. Lord Old- 
borough rushed forward, and clasping 
him in his arms, exclaiifaed,. 

** My son! .... He is my son!" 

Tenderness, excessive tenderness, was 
in his look, voice, soul, as if he wished 
to repair in a moment the injustice of 
years. 

" Yes," said Lord Oldborough, — 

' " noiv — I am happy, — now, I also, Mr. 

Percy, may be pjrpud of a son-r-I too 
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sfiall km^w the plewafos of cbmdstic 
life; ■ ■■ y pw ' I aikr happy l"——iHre- 
p^aited he,^- 

t » F • • • • 

^' To tender passions all his ^nighty mind; 
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THE END. 
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